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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER, 



X HE Hiftory which I have undertaken the 
arduous talk of writing, is interefting to the Public 
in proportion as the events of it involve the inter- 
nal peace, energy, and welfare of this Country. 
The general good of the State is the common point 
to which all minifters of aH times, and in all cir- 
cumftances, have always pretended to direft their 
different fyftems of - meafures ; but there has been 
within theft laft twerity months fuch a variety of 
events, fuch contrarietybf judgments, fuch fingiilari- 
ty of public nieaf^rfe, that the mind is nearly over-^ 
fet in tracing the origin, or in calculating the confe- 
quencesT ofthdm. No j uft conception can be formed, 
no fair opinion can be adopted, no profitable infer- 
ence can be drawn from any even of the leading 
fads, if taken fingly, and confidered- upon the naked 
grounds of their infulated merits.. The whole 
train of operations nuift be colkiSed into one view, 
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and each link of the chain examined with fcrUptl- 
Ions but unbiaffed fc verity. The plot of the piece 
is not fo new as the winding up of the catailrophe 
threatens to be alarming. The general utility then 
of tracing events to their caufes, of viewing them 
in their immediate efFefts, and following them 
through their remote operations, becomes in the 
prefent period, int^refting to the country beyond 
mcafure or precedent. 

It has been referved for the punifliment of 
the prefent generation to undergo the fatal experi- 
Dient.of reducing the theory of modern philofophy* 
into pra£bice. The baneful emanations from Pan- 
dora's box were but faint prefages of its direful 
efFeds. Since the fatal eruption from this philofo- 
phic receptacle of modern dodrines^ the political 
fyftem of Europe feems to have undergone a gene* 
ral change. The old and true principles aie de- 
rided, denied, or abandoned : new and falfe maxima 
are adopted and fupported. Folly> fear, and ma- 
lice operate varioufly upon the multitude, and in 
the general alarm and confufion the voice of truth 
is nearly ftifled. 

France had long been the feat of modern philo-^ 

♦ By this term I mean the aggregate of the do6lrines of 

RoufTeaU) Voltaire, Diderot, &c. whoy improving upon their 

freethlnhtng predecdTors, have devoted their lives to feducing 

mankind into the mockery of Chriftian Revelation, and thct 

adoption of a fyftem of AtheilGn and Liceatioufaeia. 
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fophy ; and, unfortunately for that country, and 
for the world at large, its theories had convinced 
but few, of the dreadful evils which its pradicc 
and fuccefs have caufed all to lament. The de- 
ftrudbive infeAion was beginning tofpread abroad, 
before the full effedls of the grand experiment had 
been completely known at home. In the delufion 
of its vifionary fuccefs, fome infatuated zealot« were 
found daring enough to attack the very exiftence of 
the Britilh Conftitution, though fortunately they 
were not fufficiently aftutc to jdifguife their dc- 
fign. Their publications produced various efFefts 
in an unfettled ftate of the public mind. To fome 
they reprefented the Conftitution as a fyftem of 
abfardity and inconfiftency ; to others, of defpor 
tifm and tyranny -, in fome they created contempt, 
in others hatred •, in moft they railed doubts, in 
all alarms. It is difficult to determine whether the 
progrefs of the evil were more forwarded by the 
ill-judged exertions of individuals to oppofe it, or 
by the impunity with which for a time it was 
permitted to fpread. 

In the early feafon of this political ferment, I ap- 
plied my retired thoughts to an impartial inveftiga- 
tion of the origin, nature^ and cffeAs of our Confti- 
tution^ and. in the cool ftudy of her lineaments, 
form, suid features; I traced in her a fimplicity 
congenial with nature, a ftrudure calculated to 
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furvive the ravages of time, and a harmony pro* 
duftive of every human bleffing. 

My admiration begat a love for the Conftitutionj 
and when I beheld her fo rudely aflailed by Mr. 
Paine, I could not refift the impulfe of railing even 
my feeble hand in her defence. I entered the lifts 
clad with no other than the fimple defenfive armour 
of civil freedom ; for fuch only is to be found in the 
arfenal of the Britifh Conftitutbn. Yet I beheld 
with aftonilhment and with alarm my fellow-com- 
batants rufh forth againft the enemy, encumbered 
with foreign arms and weapons, which for the laft 
fcappy century had been difufed by Britons. I 
dreaded the return of their unruly couriers and 
fcythed chariots amongft their own ranks. And 
henceforth, I pledge to my countrymen my moft 
determined efforts to exterminate for ever the 
fatal ufe of thefe anti-conftttutional weapons of 
deftruftion. 

ft 

When I lately publiftied the book which I enti- 

tuled • Jura Angkrum^ I did it with the immediate 

and direft view of rcprefenting the Conftitutioa itt 

its genuine colours. I deemed no other defence of 

it neceflary againft a man who would ridicule it by 

denying its very exiftence. In that work I have 

ftiUy committed myfelf to my country upcm the 

true principles of its conftitutioh, and have thereby* 

contrafted- a 'duty to maintain ^'and vindicate* them 

to my lateft breath. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Btirkc in the year 1770 moftjudicioufly 
' obferved*, « That in the filent lapfc of events, as 
^* material alterations have been infenfibly brought 
" about in the policy and charader of governments 
** and nations, as thofe which have been marked 
« by the tumult of public revolutions/* That there 
has lately been brought about a material' alteration 
in the policy and chara'fter of this government and 
this nation, tl)e moft obftinate blindnefs alone will 
not difcover. Nee tarn pertinaces fore arbiiror^ ut 
darijjimum folemjanis at que patentibus oculis viderefe 
negent. What the ultimate efFeds of fuch alteration 
-may be, I will not even hazard a conjecture. I 
know too well that the taik of denouncing futurd 
evils is often dangerous, generally fruitlefs, and 
^ways invidious. But as far as the alteration has 
hitherto been operative, every man muft fooner or 
tater fee the events which it has produced ; for every 
man by being fomehow affefted muft feel their con- 
fcquences, and it therefore behoves every man to 
form a right judgment upon them. To this end 
have I undertaken to fiibmit to the difpaffionate 
review of m^ countrymen, the fyftem and detail of 
meafures carried on during the laft twent)^ months, 
as the moil important period of our national 
exiftence. In taking up our hiftory from the 
month of May, 1792, I fhall chiefly reft upon 

* CauGe of the prefenC Difcontents: vizt ia 1779* 
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fuch events as may affcft in their conicquences the 
fate of the Conftitution of the Country, more than 
the afbual adminiftration of its Government i and 
as this period comprifes the time from the publica- 
tion of my Jura jinglorum^ which was a mere ex* 
pofition of the a£tual ftate of the Conftitution when 
its very -exiftence was called in quettion j fo it 
throws upon me the neceflSty of examining into 
the caufes of every appearance of deviation in 
praftice from the theory of thofe principle?, which 
I there laid down as its true bafis. 

I haye always conceived the Britifh Conftitution 
to be founded upon a democratic bafis, the free 
will apd confent of the people * ; that the monar* 
chy and ariftocracy, the other twp cQmponent 
parts pf that Conftitution, are emanations and crea- 
tures of that original fource of human power ; 
and from this bafe alone can I view a mOf 
narchy or an ariftocracy either take root, or acquire 
vigour and permanency. The democratic part of 
the Conftitution, which voluntarily for the mofl; 
wife and falutary purpofes, ftiared its power with 
the monarchy and ariftocracy, will ever feel an 
inter^ft in prefcrving that which it fo providently 

♦ Not fp Mr. Burj^c: who fays, that the democratic^ and 
ariftocratic parts of our Conftitution arc founded upon the 
Crown as their ejential hafts : from the Crown do they originatCt 
and by the energy of that main fpring alone muft they be fet in 
adioD. Vid, Appeal, p. ^6, 
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conferred. Hence that admirable equipoife of the 
three powers, which upholds the ftupcndous 
ftruclure ; but its origin, foundation, and fecurity 
reft in the free choice and confent of a free people. 
To weaken but in idea this foundation, would en- 
danger, if not overthrow, the moft puiflant arifto- 
cracy, and ftiake, if not unprop, the firmeft throne 
that ever fuftained a monarch. But thus fecured 
it may bid defiance to the rudeft aflaults of open 
violence^i as well as to the infidious attacks of dif- 
guifed malice or mifguided zeal. The peo- 
ple of England are too fenfible of the blef- 
fings of their Conftitution, madly to expofe 
themfelves to the unmeafurable evils of a pure 
democrtcy, but they will alfo preferve themfelves 
from fimple ariftocracy, and from unbalanced 
motiarchy. In the compofition of the three, they 
alone reft their fecurity: the experience of ages 
juftifiesthe happy mixture; and to perpetua.e the 
equilibrium to the lateft pofterity, it requires but 
that degree of vigilance in its guardians, which is 
neccffary to detedi the defigns of thofe who daringly 
invade, or thofe who may from ignorance or malice 
mifreprcfent the Conftitution. 

Mr. t^aine in attempting to debauch the people 
into the mania of a pure democracy d rtftcd 
all his efforts towards convincing them, that 
becaufe they exercifed not the whole, they there>- 
fore poffeflcd no fhare whatever ia the pow 
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of our Conftitution. I then ftood forwar4 to ffcptt 
this daring attack, merely by ftatkig to the people 
the rights and powers which they had retained to 
themfelves, and thofe which they had delejgated to 
the other two component parts of the legiflature. 
I. then faid, that * " the objed of this delegation of 
power was, to render the diffolution of govern- 
ment as difEcult as polIib|[e ; and the perfeftipn 
of its execution was th^t ftupendous equipoife 
^.' of power, that renders it almoft morally impdf- 
*' fible that one branch of the legiflature fhould 
** outbalance another." 

Having ftood- forward to repel the attacks of 
thofe who denied the exiftence of a Conftitqtion 
in this country, I cannot feel myfelf free to retire 
from the challenge of others, who appear to have 
mifunderftood or wilfully to have traduced it. 
My alarms for the public fafety become too ferious, 
when I perceive dogmas propagated and counte- 
nanced by thofe to whom the public looks up with 
confidence, which go to deprive our Conftitution 
of its fundamental vigour and peculiar perfe6tion. 

In developing the principles of the Conftitution 
of England, any obfcrvation upon, or even refer- 
ence to the adtual adminiftration of the Govern- 
ment might have fecmed irrelevant to the>fubje£t. 
But in the application of thofe principles to the 
fyftem of meafures adlually purfued within the laft 

* Jura Ang. p, 154. 
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twenty monthi, it becomes indifpenfably necefT^iy 
to ipeak o£ the advifers as well as the adors of the 
vauous fcei\es. I know the full extent of my duty to 
the King^of attachment to theConftitution,,apd love 
to my Country. I mean never to lofe fight of any 
of thefe confiderations in the talk I have u;ider- 
taken; and I now once for all aflfure th^ -in^iivi* 
duals whom I ihall have occaiion to mention inr 
the following fheets, that I intend no perfonal 
aduktion nor cenfure; but meriely to ufe the com* 
mpn right of every Englilhman, to difcufs and ? x-. 
amine public ads, public writings, and. public 
fpeeches. . ; 

It is a political aphorifm, that to a refledlii^g 
people there can be.no other partiality for any 
particular minifter^, than a convidion of their 
earneftnefs and ability to follow up and fupport 
the genuine principles and fpirit of the Cpnfti- 
tution. . The people of England are an indulgent 
and a patient judge. Prodigal of their confidence, 
they are tardOy roufed at the abufe of it. In their 
generofity, they feldom give to the fcore of malice 
what the moft indulgent candour can refer to 
error of judgment. But there is a moment of 
misfortune and fufFering, in which fimplicity itfelf 
cannot be mifled. Recovered from the Ihock of a 
quick tranfition from profperity and eafe to difmay 
aj^ wretchcdnefs, they inquire upon refledion, as 
Memmius did of old, *^ But who are thefe men that 

have 
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hvre placed themfelves at the helm*?** I have a 
firm reliance upon the cool and deliberate verdift 
oE Engliihmcn ; and when matter of faft is plainly 
told, the decifion of their judgment will, I am 
confident, receive effeft. 

Such is the alteration of the public mind fince I 
wrote my late work, that, if I had it now in hand, 
1 (hould doubt of the fafecy of publifhing thofe 
parages in it, which I Cperhaps weakly) then 
judged to be the moft emphatically conftitutional 
of the whole. I fhould probably have dropped my 
prefect purfuit: but it is fometimes wife to borrow 
jnftruftion from our opponent : fas eft (^ ab bojie 
iaceri* I ftiall therefore avail myfelf of Mr Burke's 
j^fication for hazarding the attempt -f. " It Is 
** an undertaking of fome degree of delicacy to ex^-- 
«* amine into the caufe of public diforders. ' If a 
** man happens not to fucceed in fuch an inquiry, 
«* he will* be thought weak and vifionary : if he 
♦• touches the true grievance, there is danger that 
♦* he nwy come near to perfons of weight and 
** confequence, who will rather be exafperated 
}* at the difcovery of their errors, than thankful 

• At qui funt n qui rempublicam occupaverc? Homines fcelc- 
ratiffimiy immani avaritiai .nocentifllmi, iidemque foperbiifim2« 
SaL de Bel. Jug. 

f Vid. Mr. Burke's Thoughts on the Caufes of the Difcon- 
tCHti in the Year 177O1 pages 1 and j, 
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^* for the occafion of correfting them. If he 
" fhould be obliged to blame the favourites of the 
•* people, he will be confidered as the tool of 
" power *, if he ccnfures thofc in power, he will be 
*> looked upon as an inftrument of faftion. But 
** in all exertions of duty fomcthing is to be ha- 
** zarded. In cafes of tumult and diforder, our 
" law has inveftcd every man, in fome fort, with 
** the authority of a magiftrate. When the affairs 
** of the iiation are diftrafted, private people are 
<* by the Ipirit of that law juftificd in ftepping a 
** little out of their ordinary fphere. They enjoy 
*' a privilege of fomewhat more dignity and effeft, 
♦* than that of idle lamentation over the calamities 
«* of their country. They may look into them nar-. 
^ rowly i they may reafon upon them liberally j 
"and if they fhould be fo fortunate as to dif- 
*' cover the true fource of the mifchief, and to fug- 
geft any probable method of removing ir, though 
they may difpleafe the rulers of the day, they 
** are certainly of fervice to the caufe of Govern- 
" ment." It is a common af&rtion, that the truth 
of hiftory is pnly the portion of a fucceeding, and 
therefore of a difinterefted generation. Such hif- 
tory may be a faithful portrait of form, feature, 
and charafter ; it may keep memory alive 5 it may 
ftimulate ambition; but it cSnnot regulate, cor- 
reft, nor improve the conduft or principles of the 
)k^OT^ in ic^nes long Hnce clofed. In regions of 
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defpOtifm, wh^erd flattery or fervility are the pre- 
fervatives of exiftence^ trhtb may not be found in 
the mouth of the over-awed annalift} but in the 
free Conftitution of Great Britain , I truft irufb 
may yet be fpoken, ^ruib may yet be publUhed, 
irwib may yet be operative. 

Before I enter upon the narrative of events 
which have diftinguifhed the period of my intend* 
ed hiftory^ I feel it a duty to notice the rife^ pro- 
greis, and effeds of certain opinions, fentiments, 
or prejudices, which appear to have paved the 
load for the whole traia of evils which now affli6fc 
our fuffcring country. 

The year 1789 was remarkable for the moft 
^ftoniihing of ail revolutions, that of France. The 
general impreffion of horror, under which it is 
now viewed by all ranks of people, creates aa 
impoflibility to fpeak of it with that temperate 
precifion which the circumftances of its firft year's 
cxiftence might have warranted. It will be foreign 
from my purpofe to enter into its origin or progrefs. 
Suffice it to fay, that whether the nature or the 
abufes of the ancient Government contributed 
more to the revolution, it was principally planned, 
^nd has been uniformly fupported and carried on 
by men of the moft confummate abandonment 
profligacy and impiety. It was, however, rather 
lingular, that Mr Burke, who in his public and 
private capacity had been the avowed and fteady. 
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"^letid of the Revolution of America, fhould ftand 
forth as the firft and moft implacable enemy ta 
that of France. His Reflexions on the Revolution 
of France, though written with more .than his 
ufual brilliancy and eloquence, brought forth 
Paine's Rights of Man as an anfwer, and kindled 
that political flame of controverfy which has been 
produdtive of the evils we all now forely lament, 
and of which no mortal hath yet forefeen the 
end. 

From Mr Burkc*s charader and rank in life, 
from the influence of his opinidns upon his fellow->^ 
fubjedts, it does not feem unreafonable to have ex- 
pedted from him fentiments at leafl: confident with 
the moft manifeft and general leading points of 
our Conftitution. To account for any deviation in 
his books from this obvious traft of duty I fliall 
not attempt. If the plea of ignorance can fcrve 
him, he may reft his defence upon it, and I (h^ll con^ 
tent myfelf with having endeavoured to expofe and 
counteract the efFefts of his delufive eloquence 
upon a very great part of this nation ; to tte ef- 
fcfts of which I ^attribute the whole fcries of mif- 
fortunes which we now bewail 

In the enchantments of rich im^ry Mr. Burke 
bewilders his loyal reader, and- under the warmeft 
profeffions of his own attachment to Governmenjf 
fae beguiles the unguarded and unfuQ)e£ting intoi 
principles the-mofl^ deftrudt^ve of the 3ritifli Con-. 
' . ftitutioui 
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fticution. Thomas Paine on the' pt|icr hancli 
taking every advantage of Mr. Burke's denial of 
. the firft principles of civil government, fecurcd 
the confidence of the multitude by perfuading 
them into the eafy belief of the true origin of civil 
power i he had the addrefs to make profelyces of 
them to undeniable truths, in order to feduce them 
into the moil: mifchievous of errors. 

As Mr. Burke's Reflexions upon the Revolution 
of France appeared in the year 1790, it will be 
but candid, in making any obfervations \ipon them, 
to confine (if pofiible) our ideas to the previous 
circumftances of that revolution which could 
alone have given ground for what he has advanced 
tipon it.- Few perfons, I believe, at this hour 
think or feel upon that fingular event as they may 
have thought or felt at the period of Mr. Burke's 
firft publication. Without any pretenfions to a 
more prophetic or intuitive endowment than my 
neighbours, I profels from the firft revolutionary 
fymptom in France to have been decidedly of opi- 
nion, that it would end in confufion, deftrudion, 
and horror. . I ftill profefs what I then admitted^ 
that the nature of the French Government was 
intrinfically bad, that the abufes of it were be- 
come intolerable, and that the political and moral 
fyftem of the whole kingdom called loudly for a 
general reform. Such circumftances muft fupply 
the fteady, peaceful^ and ihaAlve, as well as the 
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fpeculadve, turbulent, and fediticus, with ftrong 
afgqmeiits, juft motives, and plaufible reafons ;— 
weapons, in the hands of the profligate and impi* 
ous fatally deftru^ive, as in the hands of the vir« 
tuouis they would have enfured peace and bkf- 
lings to the country in the caufe of which the/ 
were employed, Thefe fentiments I publicly de- 
clared within fome months after the publication of 
Mr. Burke's Rcfleftions : * *^ That . the general 
** abandonment of all revealed religion by the high- 
^^ eft ranks and armies of France, had, more than 
*' ally other caufe, been produdive of the prefcnt 
** revolution; that it had been planned, carried. on, 
and fupported by the mod: avowed atheiflis and 
deifts of that kingdom ; and had been uniformly 
** difrelilhed and opppfed^ by all thofe who were 
actuated by any impulfe of religion or morality. 
The fuppreifion of every religious infiiitution, the 
degradation of the clergy, and the fan(flificatioa 
" of the afties of Roufleau and Voltaire, were the 
** infamous proofs of thefe melancholy truths."* 
When I make this avowal of my own fentiments 
upon the early ftagcs of the French Revolution, I 
would not even hint an imputation to others, that 
their differing in opinion from me upon the fub- 
jeft involved either folly or criminality. 

• 

* Cnk ilated by the author, page I5ipubliihed i79X* 
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• I conceive many of my countrymen to be fo en- 
raptured with the 'charms of liberty, that^ they 
nobly fympathize .with every fellow-creature in tbc 
real or imaginary enjoyment of it. What wonder 
then, if many of them, at the dawning of the 
French Revolution, rejoiced at the ftruggle of a 
powerful nation to thrt)w off the yoke of delpot- 
ifm which had galled them for centuries ? In fact; 
had the effort been made by men of refpeftability ; 
had the members of the Conftitucnt Aflcmbly 
been true to their truft^ in following the inftruc- 
tions . {cabiers) of their eleftors ; had tliey not been 
fcduced by the fallacy and impiety of levelling 
philofophers, and philofophizing levellers, France 
probably would enjoy at this hour a Government 
tod Conftitution nearly refembling our own, which 
would have commanded the admiration and re- 
fpedt of the univerfe. The latter fccnes of this 
bloody tragedy have unfortunately confirmed my 
judgment, and I believe changed thofe of mod 
others, who differed from me upon the fubjeft of 
the French Revolution. 

Much elucidation upon this fubjeft will arifeout 
of the refleftions upon the fpirit and conduft of this 
country in the reign of Elizabeth towards thofe 
who ftruggled againft the abfolute, though legal and 
long conftituted Governments of Spain and France, 
So far from its being then reputed criminal to com- 
mend a republican form of government, or to 

6 fympathize 
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fyhipathize with thofe who were ftruggling to en- 
large and fccure their liberties, even by force, 
againft their lawful Sovereign, that the public and 
private efforts of this nation were mainly condu- 
cive to the final eftablifhing of the Republic of 
Holland, and to the procuring of an honourable 
Capitulation to the valiant defenders of La Rochelle. 
Nay, fome not unufcful obfervations may h6 
drawn from the condudl of the counter-revolution- 
ary Mr. Burke^ in the late conteft of our Ame- 
rican colonies to throw off the m^ld government 
of their parent country. In his hard-laBoured at* 
tempt to juftify his fentiments and condudt upon 
that great ftruggle of the coloriifts to ^eftablifli a 
free and independent republic, he even boafts *^ 
thatj as ** tbty bad taken up armsfnm ont motive only^ 
that is^ our attempting to tax them without their con^ 
Jent ; he certainfy never could and never did wijh the 
€oknifts to be fubdued by arms.*' It was furcly lefs 
criminal in an Englifhman to fympathize with a 
foreign narioh ftruggling againft th^ defpotifm of 
an arbitrary monarchy, and to exult in the fuccefs 
of their arms againft other foreign powers .confe- 
derated to keep them in their ancient flavery^ than 
to juftify the rebellion of his fellow-fubjefts 
againft . the beft of fovereigns, and to wifti fuccefs 
to their arms againft the mildeft of governments. 

«- Appeal, 38,39. 
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In reflefting upon the Revolution of France (as 
far as ic had proceeded in 1790) Mr. Burke has 
taken occafion to deliver a political code of doftrinc 
upon our own Conftitution, which has operated a 
very general ( I wifli I could add innoxious} eflPeft 
upon this country. And, as he obferves hin\felf *, 
*' men fometimcs make a point of honour not to 
" be difabufed, and had rather commit a hundred er^ 
'' rors than confefs one," fo has he in his fubfequent 
works followed up, cpnfirmed, and defended thcfe 
doftrines, which it remains for me to prove, have 
brought fuch mifchief and evils upon the empire 
of Great Britairi. 

Mr. Burke tells us, that in writing his Reflec- 
tions -f *' he propofed to convey to a foreign peo- 
*' pie not his own ideas, but the prevalent opinions 
" and ftntiments of a nation renowned for wifdom, 
**, and celebrated in all ages for a well xindcrftood 
" and well regulated love of freedom : this! was the 
" avowed purpofe of the far greater part of his 
«« work." J^nd he adds, § ** It is clear, he is not 
" difavowed by the nation whofe fentiments he 
" had undertaken to defcribe. His reprefenta- 
tion is authenticated by the verdiA of ^his coun- 
try." This is not the firft verdidt obtained by 
dint of eloquence. Mr. Burke. has certainly rea- 









Letter to a Member of the National Affembly. 
+ Appeal, p. 3. 
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ion to boaft of his fuccefs upon this fcorc; but be 
gencroufly waves the glory, " Had his work, faya 
'^ he, been recognized as a pattern for dextrous 
« argument arid powerful eloquence, yet if it tend- 
** ed ta cftablifh maxims, or to infpirc fentiments, 
•* adverfe to the wife and free Conftitution of this 
kingdom, he would only have caufe to lament, 
that it pofleffcd qualities fitted to perpetuate the 
" memory of his oflFence ; oblivion would be the 
^ only means of his efcaping the reproaches of 
" pofterity/' That Mr. Burke did aftually de- 
liver in his Refleftions the opinions and fenti- 
ments of the people of England, I muft ever deny. 
That the fentiments and opinions, which he there 
difplays, were afterwards adopted by the majority 
of the people of England, I reludlantly admit ; for, 
in admitting it, I behold the lamentable revival of a 
fpirit and of principles for more than a century ef- 
trans-ed from Britain. 

Mr. Burke himfelf has faid, that nothing 
ought to be more weighed, than the nature of 
books recommended by public authority. So 
** recommended, they form the character of the 
** age." By this teft I mean fairly and boldly to 
try his own works. He has lately fpoken unequi- 
vocally and repeatedly upon the nature of our 
Conftitution j I alto have lately committed my fen- 
tinniient& to the public upon the fame fubjeft*. I 

* Letter to a Member, p. 30. 
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profefs Wf principles to be the antipodes to bis. I niuf 
therefore believe y as I do not mean wilfully to abandon 
my caufe and my reputationy that principles fundamen* 
tally at variance with tbofe of my book are fundamen* 
tally falfe. Upon their falfity or truth I am fairly 
at iflue with Mr. Burke : the public will judge 
upon the fubje£l; for, if I am correfb, the difl^rence 
of opinion, fan£tioned as it is, interefts them ndt 
lightly •. In fuch cafe, 1 might fay, -f- Non nunc 
agitur de veSiigalibuSy non de foeiorum injuriis : 
Ubertas &f anima nofira in dubio efi. 

* Vid. Appeal, p. 29, 

\ Cato's fpeech apud Sal. Bel. CataL 
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The DoStrines and Principles of the British 
Constitution, as maintained andfuppcrted by 



Mr. burke and The AUTHOR. 



The dodlrine, that the 
fovcreign ty whether exer-^ 
cifed by one or many, did 
not only originate from 
the ppaple, but that in* 
the people the fame fovei- 
reignty conflantly and 
unalienably refides, tends 
in my opinion to the 
titter fubvcrfion not on- 
ly of all government in 
all modes, and to all fta- 
ble fccurities to rational 
freedom, but to all the 
rules and principles of 
morality itfclf. 

Appeal^ 56, 57^ 



The true and real bafis 
of civilor political power 
or fovercignty which cx- 
ifts in each ftate, is the 
original agreement, com- 
pact, or contradl of the 
fociecy or community, 
which forms that ftate, 
to depute and delegate 
the rights, which were in 
them individually in the 
ftate of nature, to thofe, 
whofc duty it fhould be- 
come to rule, protect, 
and prcfervc the commu- 
nity-, for in them tbefo- 
vereignty of power to al- 
ter, change, amend, and 
improve the conftitution 
and government of the 
community indefeafibly 
refides. The Ads of 
4 and 6 Ann make it 
treafonable, not to think, 
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but to exprefs a thought 
to the contrary. 

Jura^ 63. 157. 

It would be prefumption tq fuperadd many 
obfervations to the words of the ftatute. ** If any 
^^ perfon fhall, by writing or printing, maintain or 
« affirm that the Kings and Queens of this realm, 
** with and by the authority of Parliament, arc not , 
"able to make laws and ftatutes of fufficient 
«* validity to limit the Crown, arid the defcehr; 
*' inheritance, and government thereof, every fuch 
" perfon fhall be guilty of high treafon.'* And 
I have faid injur. Ang. p, 164, " In the prefent 
" conftitution of our Gorernment, there can be 
*^ no Aft of the People which is not an A6t of 
" Parliament, nor any Aft of the Parliament 
** which is not an Aft of the People." 



All things in this his 
(Dr. Price's^ fulminat- 
ing bull are not of fo 
innoxious a tendency. 
His doftrincs affeft our 
Conftitution in its vital 
parts. He tells the Re- 
volution Society in this 
political Sermon, that his 
Majefty is almoft the 
only lawful King in the 

world^ 



That our Sovereign 
owes his crown and ftati- 
on to the free affentof the 
p^ople^ which is the effi- 
cient caufe of every free 
Conftitution, I take to be 
true, found, and genuine 
Revolution dcftrine,and 
as I'uch was it exprefsly 
delivered by Mr. Locke 
immediately after the 

Revolution 
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^orld, becaufe the only 
one who owes his crown 
CO the choice of his peo- 
ple. This doftrine^ as 
applied to the Prince 
iiow on the throne, either 
is nonfenfe, and there- 
fore neither true nor 
falfe, or it ai&rms a 
mod unfounded, danger- 
ous, illegal, and uncon- 
ftitutional pofition. 
RefleltimtSj p. i6, 17. 



Revolution had taken 
efFeft. " Thefe which re- 
main, I hope, are fufH- 
cient to el^ablifh the 
throne of our great re- 
ftorer, our prefent King 
William, to make good 
his title in the confent of 
the people ; which being 
the ohly one of all law- 
ful Governments, he 
has more fully and clear- 
ly than any , prince 
in Chriftendom.'* And 
Brafton, after enumerat- 
ing the duties of our 
King, fays, ** For this end 
washecreated ^ndiekSied** 
Jura^ 167. 3i6. 



No one, who knows Mr. Burke, will believe him 
Ignorant that the principles of the Britifh Confti- 
tution are almoft the only free principles of any 
Monarchy in the world. No oncj who knows 
him not, can fuppofe, that he wilfully traduces 
the obvious meaning of Dr. Price, in order to 
impofe upon the nation. All agree, that Brafton 
in the 13th, and Mr. Locke ja the 17th century, 
neither affirmed unfounded, dangerous, illegal, nor 

C 4 uncon- 
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unconftiti^tional pofitions, in advancing what Dp, 
Price has repeated, and Mr. Burke denied. 



His Majefty^s heirs 
and fucceflbrs, each in 
his time and order, will 
come to the Crown with 
the {ame contempt of 
their choice^ with which 
his Majefty has fucceed- 
ed to that he wearst 
Whatever may be the 
fuccefs of evafion in ex-^ 
plaining away the grofs 
error of faft^ which fup- 
pofes, that his Majefty 
(though he holds it in 
concurrence with ♦ the 
wifhes) owes his Crown 
to the choice of his peo- 
ple 5 yet nothing can e- 
yade their full explicit 
declaration concerning 
the principle of a right 
in the people to choofe, 
which right is direftly 
maintained and tena- 
cioufly adhered to. 

Reflexions ^ 20. 



. It is very certain that 
by far the grcateft parfi 
of the people of England 
do now believe and 
maintain, that both his 
prefent Majefty and the 
late King William be? 
came entitled to the for 
vereignty of this Counr 
try upon thofe principleis, 
wliich from the days of 
King William have beei^ 
called Revolution princi- 
ples ; not that they were 
formed, given, or evej\ 
cftablifhed by the Revo- 
lution ; but that the i?r- 
volution was efFcftec} by 
them. No Sovereign, ia 
faft, from King Egbert 
to his prefent Majeily, 
has ever owed his Crown 
to any other, than thefe 
identical principles. 

7ura,f6y., 
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His Majdly can be little pleafed with Mr* 
Burke^ for infulting any part of his fubjeds with 
the aflur^nce that he holds his Crown in contempt 
of any of thpfc, whole con&nt, as Mr, Locke 
fays, can alone make good his title to it, and 
•yirithowt whofe confent his Government would 
not be lawful. What can be fo unconftitutional 
a^ to attempt to deprive the Crown of its only true 
and folid bafis ? On what other ground wilt he 
fecure the throne, but on the choice and confent 
pf a free people ? 



It is far from iippqfli- 
ble to reconcile, if we do 
not fufFer ourfelves to be 
entangled in the mazes 
pf mctaphyfical fophif- 
try, the ufe both of a firft 
rule aiid an occafional 
deviation: the facrednefs 
of an hereditary princi- 
ple of Government, with 
a power of change jn its 
application in cafes of 
extremity, if we take 
the meafure of them at 
the Revolution, the 
change is to be confined 
to the peccant part oply, 

to 



As for all the othet 
rights, liberties, and pri- 
Vileges, which are com- 
monly faid to have been 
acquired, fecured, or 
confirmed unto us at that 
period, by the Bill of 
Rights, or otherwife 5 it 
appears evident, that 
nothing more was in fad: 
gained by the people at 
the Revolution, than 
an exprefs acknowledg- 
ment or recognition by 
the Sovereign, that the 
people were entitled to, 
andfl^ight for ever enjoy, 

thofe 
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tothe^ssart which produ* thofe rl^ts, to ^hich 



ced the nece0ary devi- 
aition ; and even then, it 
h to be .e0ed:ed ;without 
« decompofition of the 
whole civil and political 
jnafs, for the purpofe of 
originating a new civil 
wder out of. the firft 
elements of fociety. 

RefleSionSy 29. 



without aay fuch ac* 
khowledgment, or re-* 
cognition, they had an 
indefeafible tide ; not 
coeval and coequal with, 
but priof to the Sove-^ 
reign's title to the Crown: 
for the rights of the peo- 
ple preceded the original 
compa£l upon which fo- 
ciety was formed, and 
the rights of the fove- 
reign were granted by 
the people for their 

prefervatipn* 

Jura^ 169. 



. If this doftrine of Mr. Burke can be at all 
underftood, it implies the grofleft abfurdity and 
moft palpable contradiction. A necejfary deviation 
from- a rule imports an impoflibility to obfervc 
it : the actual deviation then becomes an a£t of 
ijcceflity : that precludes free will, without which 
neither eleftion nor confent can even be conceived. 
And Mr. Locke, who knew fomething of reafon- 
ing and fomething of the true Whig principles 
as well as Mr. Burke, compliments this very King 
WilliaiTU upon his. .makiqg good his title to the 

throhe, 
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throne, not by the neccflary deviation from the 
old rule of fucceffion, but by his being preferr€4 
to it without any other right than that of the con-^ 
fcnt of the people : the only title to any lawful 
gpvernment. Swihifh indeed muft be the multi- 
tude, that can digeft fuch huflcs of argument upon 
neceflity. No, they will ever believe that William 
the Stadtholder was ieated on the throne of Eng. 
land by the free choice and cbnfent of their 
anceftors, a$ his Majefty is, and his fucceflbrs 

will be, by the like free choice and confent of the 
nation. 



it is indeed difEcult, 
perhaps impoflible, to 
give limits to the mere 
abftraft competence of 
the fupreme power, fuch 
as was exercifed by Par- 
liament at that time: but 
the limits of a moral 
competenccj fubjefting 
even in powers more in- 
difputably fovereign, oc- 
cafional will to perma- 
nent reafon and to the 
ftcady maxims of faith, 
juftice, and fixed funda- 
mental policy, . arc per- 
feftly intelligible, and 
perifeaiy binding upon 

thofe 



At this moment, this 

principle ^be fovereignty. 

of power ever didy and 

now does^ unalienably re^ 

ftde in the feopky exift^^ 

becaufe it is univerfally 

and invariably true: and 

it muft for ever haveexrr 

ifted j with the fame force 

and efficacy that it now 

does, becaufe univerfal 

truth excludes all de-^ 

grecs. From this inva- 

riable and ever operative 

principle have arifen 

all the various changes, 

innovations and im- 

provenjents, whieh have 

at 
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thofe who ' exercife any at difFcrcnt times bceit 



authority, under * any 
name, or under any title 
in the ftate. 

RefleSions^ 28. 



effcfted in our Con- 
ftitution and Govern- 
ment by the means of 
reformation and revolu- 
tion. J^ra^ ijo* 



\ . 



This avowal of the aiSkual exercife of power by 
Parliament defeats the idea of a necejfary deviation 
from the rule. And Mr. Burke, by admitting 
thi? only to be a mere abJiraH empetence of the 
fupreme power, again flies in the face of the Aft of 
Ann, which never could have made fuch aiftraif 
competence the fubjeft of a pofitive law, and much 
Jefs of high treafpn. 



So far is it from being 
true, that we acquired a 
right by the Revolution 
to eleft our Kings, that 
if we had poffefled it be- 
fore, the Englilli nation 
did, at that time, moft fo- 
lemnly renounce and ab- 
dicate ir, for thcmfelves 
and all their pofterity 
for ever. Thefe gentle- 
men may value them- 
fclves as much as they 
pleafe for their Whig 
principles ^ but 1 never 
• 5 . dcfirq 



The public fteps 
which were then taken 
by the nation were pro-^ 
bably fuggefted and re- 
commended by Lord 
Somers, and they cer- 
tainly were not grounded 
upon our having re- 
nounced any rights at 
the Revolution : on the 
contrary, they were a- 
dopted for the exprda 
and avowed purpofe of 
keeping alive the genuine 
conftitutional principle^ 

upon 
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defire to be thought 4 upon which the right d( 



better Whig than Lord 
Somers,or to underftand 
the principles of the Re- 
volution better than thofe 
by whom it was brought 
about^ or to read in the 
Declaration of Right any 
myfteries unknown to 
thofe, whofe penetrating 
ftyle has engraved in our 
ordinances, and in our 
hearts, the words and 
Ipirit of that imnnortal 
Jaw. RefleSionSy 27. 



the people to alter the 
fucceffion and govern- 
ment was excrcifed at 
the Revolution i and up- 
on the prefumption, that 
the Church of England 
could not be brought in* 
to danger by the propa- 
gation or maintenance of 
thofe principle! 

Jura^ 181. 



Here Mr. Burke outfoars the higheft flights 
of Toryifm. The idea of a nation pofieffing a 
fundamental right of altering its Government at 
one time, and divefting itfelf of it at another, is 
truly new. Our Revolution then of i658 noc 
Qnly operated a change (by necelTary deviation 
from the rule) in the tenure and defcent of the 
Crown of England, but alfo in the very eflcnce 
of Jbcial nature. For a$ long as fociety (hall laft, 
there: myft be Government, and whilft there \% 
Governmetnt,, it muft be in its nature alterable by 
tjje community which framed it» I fhould be guilty 
of treafon were I to deny this of the Britifh 

Government. 
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Government l^or to limit the Crowny and the 
dffaenty tnberitamey and government thereof, a^ the 
nation pleafes, opens, every poffibk avenue to 
alteration that bt^man ingenuity can devil^^^ 

The two Houfcs, in The declaration by the 



the Aft of King Wil- 
liam, did not thank God 
that they had found , a 
fair opportunity to affert 
a right to choofe their 
own Governors, much 
kfs to make an eleftion 
the only lawful title to 
the Crown. Their hav- 
ing been in a condition 
to avoid the very ap- 
pearance of it, as much 
as pofljble, was by them 
cojftfidcred as a providen- 
tial efcape. They threw 
a politic well wrought 
veil over every circum* 
fiance tending to weaken 
the rights, which in a 
meliorated order of fuc- 
ccflion they meant to 
perpetuate-, or which 
rttight furnifli a prece- 
dent for any future<Ie- 
•*"• ' parture 



National Convention, of 
the circumftances, that 
on this occafion fummon- 
ed them tothecxercife of 
their inherent and inde- 
feafible rights, which I 
call the verdift of the 
nation, fo far "from be- 
ing calculated to fupprefk 
or diffemble the matter* 
of fad, appears to have 
been worded with the 
moil cautious intention 
bf handing down to the 
laceft pofterity a full 
■and faichfiil ftatement g£ 
the fadsj which inducedr 
thefei tomkke, and would' 
induce pofterity to ap- 
p^ov« of and fupport- 
thefe alterations in the 
Conftitutfon and Go^ 
vernnlent of the Coun- 
try. They make this 
6 expofition. 



e^ 
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parturc from what they cxpofition^ or rather 



Jiad then fettled for even 



boait of the circumftanr 
ces, as tending to vivify 
and cof^rm^ not to wtakm 
the rights, which in the 
meliorated order of fuc- 
celTion they meant to 
perpetuate. And the 
Afts, which they cn- 
p-afted upon this decla- 
^ ^ ration, are the ftrongcft 

' evidence of our anceftors 
wilhes, to keep alive and 
aftive the principles up- 
which they pafled them. 

7«ri, 179; 

« • 

Whatever rcluftance Mr. Burke may now feel 

to unveil or difclofe the truth of faft^ and princi- 
ples, he docs much injuftice to our ancefto^rs in ac^* 
tempting to fix that imputation upon them. They 
even boaftcdof the rights they then exercifed; and 
perpetuated with all pofllble caution the prece- 
dent on which they afted, not only to juftify. thei? 
own proceeding, but to fanftion pofterity to follow 
the example, in cafe they fiiould ever be cxpofcd 
to the like melancholy occafion. They had no 
other idea of perpetuity in the A6t of Settle- 
ment, than of entailing the Crown in the Brunf- 
wick line, under certain conditions. And to fay^ 

that 
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that this hiay hot ht opened, or broken in u|)oif^ 
by a future Ad of Parliament, is treafon, by the 
AEt of Ann, which Aft was paffed for tbe httttf 
fecurity of her Majejiy^s Perfon and Government. 



It would be to repeat a 
very trite ftory, to recall 
to your memory all thofe 
circumllances which de- 
monSrated, that their 
accepting King William 
was not properly a choice; 
but to all thofe who did 
notwifh in eflfefi: to recall 
King James, or to de- 
luge . their Country in 
blood, and again to bring 
their relijgion, laws^ and 
liberties into the peril 
they had juft efcapcd, it 
was an oft of neceffity in 
the ftrifteft moral fenfc 
in which neceffity can be 
taken. . Reflexions ^ t^. 



Some perfons may al- 
fo formerly have been 
prepofleffed of the idea, 
that the Revolution was 
an aft of neceffity in the 
ftrifteft moral fcnfe iii 
which neceffity can be 
taken ; and that it never 
jihould furniih a prece-* 
dent for any deparmre 
from what they had then 
fettled for ever. Through 
feai* and anxiety there- 
fore, left in thefc prepof- 
fdfions the genuine priri- 
ciples of the Revolutionr 
might merge and be- 
come extinguidied, the 
Nation at different times 
has taken the moft ef* 
feftual means to perpe- 
tuate the ipi rit and prin- 
ciples of iht Revolutiort 
to their lateft'pofterity. 

Jura^ i8o, 
Evcnr 
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Evert after the abdication of King Janies^ hi« 
^ribnal cxclufioil was not an aft of neceflity, but 
cif choice and confent. The Nation might have 
recalled him either with or without new condi- 
tions. But much lefs was the eleftion of William 
Prince of Orange an aft of neceflity; For how 
or why was the Nation neceflitated to give him a 
life eftate in the crown, even after the death of 
his wife, whfeft ill relation was diflolved between 
hirti ^nd the crown ; and to open th6 law in his fa- 
vour to the pri^judice of the protefttot heir at law 
theprincefs Ann ? Who Without Mn Burke's quick 
and fertile conception of heceflities, and dim-fighted 
tardinefs to difcover an efficient cdrifent in the 
people, can find out by what fort oineceffity the na- 
tion pafled over the iflue mal6 and legal heir ap- 
parent to the crown, even being protejiant ? Was it 
an aft of ncceffity to ifredit the tale of the Warni- . 
ing-pan ; or to wrap it up with its contents in 1 
politic well-wrought veil ? This in faft was the 
only circumftance wKich our ancdlots did not 
bring forward to the broadcft day- light. Was it 
another or the fame aft of necejfity which compel- 
led and obliged the nation to compliment the 
Stadtholder of Holland with a limitation of the 
trown, in default of illue of the Princefles Mary 
and Ann, to the heirs of his body, in preference 
to the prcfent Brufifwick f'amily as defcendants of 
the FrinceTs Sophia ? But Mr* Burke basdifcover* 

D ed 
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ed the ftri6tcft moral necej/iiy for the Nation's mctk- 
ing this voluntary limitation of the crown to the 
heirs of the body of a Dutch Stadtholder upon 
any woman whomfoever, unqualified even withi 
the condition of Proteftantifm. A reluftancc to 
admit of true principles will always drive to falfitf 
and folly* 



In the famous law of 
,^ Car. I. called the Pe- 
tition of Right, the Par- 
liament fays to the King, 
Yourfubjeds have inhe- 
rited this freedom, claim- 
ing their franchifes, not 
on abftraft principles as 
the rights of men y^ but as 
the rights of Englifli- 
men, and as a patrimony 
derived from their fore- 
fathers. Selden and the 
other profoundly learn- 
ed men, who drew this 
petition of right, were as 
>vell acquainted, at leaft 
with all the general prin- 
(i^les concerning the 
rights of men, as any of 
iJieij difcowrfers in our 

pulpits 



By the Bill of Rights, 
the Nation aflerts gene- 
rally, that abufes and en- 
croachments were made, 
or attempted by the 
Crown ill open and di-s 
reft violation of the an^ 
cieni and indefeafible rights 
of the people. And there- 
fore the operative part of 
that ftatute, which re- 
lates to thofe, rights and 
UbertieSy does not enaft 
any thing new by way of 
grant, or even confir- 
mation of thofe rights 
and liberties to the peo- 
ple ; but it confide of 
thefe Angular words: 
They do cJaim^ demand^ 
and irijift upon all and 

lingular 



I 
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JJ^ulpits or dn ydiir cri- lingular the premifes as 
bunc. xhtK undoubted rights and 

Rcfieoiidns^ 46* liberties. 

jura^ 1924 



What abfurdity Mr. Burke would impofe upon 
the public by this argiimeut, I cannot even con- 
jefturc. Would he have EngUJhmen claim Englijb 
Jiberti^s^ as the I'ighcs of man, or even focial man, 
which are common to all mankind and not pecu- 
liar to Engliflimen ? I defy Mr. Burke's ingenuity 
and eloquence to franie a more pointed, concife, 
and abfolute claim (even upon abftradl principles) 
than this of out anceftors* claim of their fundamen- 
tal rights and liberties; Their preface is, that 
their monarchs had heretofore encroached upon 
them* Their claim : We claim^ demand, and inftfi 
up^n the premifes as our undoubted rights and libef'^^ 
Ities. ' 



The ceremony of ca- 
fliiering Kings, of which 
thefe gentlemen talk fo 
much at their eafe, can 
rarely, if ever be per- 
formed without force* It 
then becomes a cf^fe of 
war and rtt^t of Conftitu- 
Uon* La wsare command- 

c4 



Since the firft inftitu- 
tion of civ-il or political 
government upon earth, 
there never exifted, in 
my opinion, an inftance 
in which the tranfcenden* 
cy of tim/overeign right 
in the people was fo clear- 
ly dempnftratedi as in 
Da jff^ 
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cd to hold their tongues 
atpongft arms 5 and tri- 
bunals fall to the ground 
•with the peace, they are 
no longer able to uphold. 
The Revolution of 1 688 
\vas obtained by a juft 
loar^ in the only cafe, 
in which any war, and 
much more a civil war, 
can be juft. 

Refle£licnsy 43 • 



our Revolution of 1688; 
for in that temporary 
diffolution of Govern- 
nlent, which was occa- 
fioned by the abandon^ 
ment or derelidion of it 
by the executive power, 
the people in reality and 
pradlice carried their 
rights to an extent far 
beyond the fpeculative 
allowances of the moft 
unconfined theorifts, 

'Juray 198. 



What is obtained by war, is acquired by con- 
queft. Mr, Locke did not look up to conqueft for 
a good title to King William. And Mr. Burke 
cannot be ignorant, that Parliament ordered even a 
biftiop's book to be burnt, for teaching that Kii^ 
William's right to the throne had been acquired 
. by conqueft. 



The fpeculative line 
6f demarcation, where 
obedience ought to end, 
and refiftance muft be- 
gin, is faint, ob/cure and 
TiOt eafily definable* It 



IS 



In the Englifli Confti* 
tution, the power of the 
Sovereign or King is 
confined or limited to 
that of the law : beyond 
this limitation the very 

relation 
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h not' a iingle ad, or a relation ' ceafes : confer 



iin^e event, which de- 
termines it. 

RefleSions^ 43. 



quently where there is 
no King nor Sovereign^ 
there the paffivc obedi- 
ence and non-refiftance 
of the fubjeft to him is 
out of the queflion, as 
is felf-evident* 



Here is an open and unequivocal revival of the 
doftrine of paffive obedience and non-refiftance. 
It can only have efFeft in abfolute monarchies, 
(Jur. Ang. 471.) '* In regd Governments was 
** this doftrine engendered, foftered and reared ; 
** and when our Kings wiQied or attempted to 
** ereft themfelves into regal arbitrary fovereigns, 
they attempted at the fame time to tranfplant 
it into this country." Woe unto fuch attempts 
by fovereigns or fubjedls ! 



<( 



<( 



Kings in one fenfe 
are the fervants of the 
people, becaufe, their 
power has no other ra- 
tional end, than that of 
the general advantage; 
but it is not true, that 
they are in the ordinary 

fchfe 



Thofe who trace the 
JCing's fovereignty from 
the immediate appoint* 
ment of the comrtmnity, 
undervalue and contemn 
the people, in propor- 
tion, as they fubftraft 
from the majefty of their 

D 3 ap» 
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pointec : for the refufal 
of the abfolute honours 
to the prince, is the dif. 
avowal of the relative 
honour to the people, 
I (hall therefore here* 
after confider the fub- 
miflion and refpeft due 
from the fubjefl: to the 
fovereign as a civil duty 
and oblication, which 
every member of the 
community is indifpen- 
fably obliged to per- 
form under the penal- 
ties which the State has 
annexed to the crime of 
high treafon. 

^ura^ 218. 



Here Mr. Burke diffembles no longer his doc-p- 
trines ; he is explicit, and formally fubjefls both 
hoiifes of Parliament to the abfolute and fole will- 
of tht King. The Nation can only aft colleftive- 
ly ihfough their reprefcniatives in Parliament ; 
and if they colleftively owe the ICing a legal obe- 
dience, then may he impofe law upon them : thq 
conlequences of fueh doftrine afc rather fcrioqs 
IfPth to the J^ing gnd People, 

Un. 



fenfe (by our Conflitu- 
tion at leaft) any thing- 
like fervants \ the ef- 
fci^ce of-whofe fituation 
is to obey the commands 
of fome other, ^nd to be 
renaovable at pleafure. 
But the King of Great 
Britain obeys no other 
perfon ; al! other peifons 
are individually, and 
colle^ivelytoo under him, 
?ind owe to him a legal 
obedience. 
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Unqueftionably there 
was a revolution in the 
perfon of King William, 
a fmall and temporary 
deviation froni the ftridt 
order of a regular here- 
ditary fucceflion : but' it 
is againft all genuine 
principles of jurifpru- 
dence to draw a princi- 
ple from a law made in 
a fpecial cafe, and re- 
garding an* individual 
perfon. 



The inherent righti 
and incumbent duties of 
individuals and of the 
community, of which I 
have before fpoken, will, 
when candidly viewed, 
I hope, fufficiently juf- 
tify and for ever efta- 
blifh iht principles upori 
which our anceftors ef- 
fefted the Revolution, 
and their pofterity t6 
this day cherifli and 
fupport it in its confe- 
quences and effedls. 

Jura, 193. 



What Mr. Burke calls a temporary fmall dtvia^ 
tiofij was the moft arbitrary, wide, voluntary fettle- 
ment that ever was made of a crown. Extinguifti- 
ing the legal rights of an unoffending unheard in- 
fant, giving rights to a ftrang'er who had neither 
claim nor pretenfions, and not only impofing a 
condition on the tenure of the crown which de- 
pended upon the uncontroulable obligation of fub- 
mitting the underllanding of the Sovereign to the 

- revelations of religion, but alfo precluding the old 
line of fucceflion from the very poflibility of hold- 

. ing their ancient inheritance, by conforming with 

P4 the 
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fhc condition of its prefent tenure. I wonder not 
jhat Mr. Burke's antagpnifts denominate him truly 
?in unprincipled fVbig, who can difeovef no principle 
in our Revolution of 1688. 



I. believe, Sir, that 
many on the Continent 
altogether miftake the 
pondition of a King of 
Great Britain. He is a 
real Kingj, and not an ex- 
ecutive officer. If he will 
pot trouble Jiimfelf with 
contemptible details, nor 
wifh to degrade himfelf 
\>y becorning a party in 
little fquabbles, I am 
far from fv^re, that a 
JCing of Great Britain, in 
whatevet* poncerns him 
as a King, or indeed as a 



I h^vc already given 
you to underftand that 
there i? a very notecj 
fcntepce, a favourite 
maxim or rule ia the 
civil law : *^ That which 
plcafes the prince has 
theeffeftofalaw/* Th? 
laws of England admi^: 
of no fuch maxim, or 
any thing like it. A 
King of England does 
not bear fuch a fway 
over his fqbjefts as 9 
King mrely^ but in a 
mixt political capacity : 



rational man, who comr ^ he is oblige^ by his cot 
bines his pubhc intercft ronation oath to the ob- 



with his pcrfqnal fatif- 
faftion, does not poffefs 
% more real, foijd, ex- 
tcnfive power, than the 
King of France was pof- 
feffcd of before this 

miferablc 



fervance of the laws, 
which fpme of our Kings 
have not been able to 
digeft, becaufe thereby 
they are deprived of that 
free excrcife of domi- 

nioa 
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miferable Revolution, nion over their fubjefts 
The direft power of the. in that full extenfivc 



King of England is con- 
iiderable. His indirect 
and far more cert;ain 
power is great indeed. 
Jjetter to a Member^ 67. 



manner^ as tbofe Kings 
have, who prcfide and 
govern by-an abjolute re- 
gal power ; who, in pur* 
fuance of the laws of 
their refpeftive kingi- 
dornS) in particular the 
civil law and of the a* 
forefaid maxim, govern 
their fubjeds, change 
laws, enaffc new oneSf 
jnfli(£t puniQiments, and 
impofe taxes at their free 
will and pleafure, and 
determine fuits at law 
when and as they think 
fit. Jura^ 319, quoted 
from Forte/cue. 



Here are two new paradoxes for the folutibn of 
Mr. Burke's difciples : I profeis myfclf inadequate 
to their folution. I know no power in the Crown 
which the Conftitution does not give and recog- 
nize; and which mud therefore be direS * and 
pofitive. Much lefs do I conceive, that an indi- 
red: power proceeding from unknown or unavowed 
faufcs Qiould be more certain than the direff powet 

which 
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^hich all know and iall acknowledge. But witR 
forrow and indignation do I hear Mr* Burke boaft 
of the unhounded efFefts of any power in our Crown; 
I have been in the old-faQiioned habit of placing 
the fccurity both of king and fubjed in the dire^ 
fimited power of the Crown. Thii contraft of the 
abfolnte government of France againft the limited 
lnona,rchy of England by Foriefcue is boldly in- 
Tcrted by Mr. Burke, who thinks, I prefume, the 
Jegiflative power in the' individual to be the necef- 
fary fupport of a modern king of England, to 
whom the nation collelfhely owes a legal obedience. 



It has been the mif- 
fortune and not the glo- 
ry of this age, that every 
thing is to be difcufled. 
{Refl. p. 1 7) The Britifli 
Gonftitution may. have 
its advantages pointed- 
out to wife and reflect- 
irig minds : but it is of 
too high an order of ex- 
cellence to be adapted* 
to thofe which are com- 
mon. It takes in too 
many views, it makes 
too many combinations 
to be fo much as com- 
prehended 



Wherever mifreprc- 
fentation of truth has 
exifted, and that mifre- 
prefentation has been 
attended with perni- 
cious confequences, dif- 
cuflion alone can cure 
the evil. I openly avow 
this to be the intent of 
my making this publi* 
cation; and with thi$ 
view am I induced to 
make the moft public 
and unequivocal profef- 
lion of thofe principles 
' which have engendered, 

nurtured 
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prchcnded by (hallow 
and fupcrficial under- 
ftandings. Profound 
thinkers will know it 
in its reafon and fpirit. 
The lefs enquiring will 
recognize it in their 
feelings and their ex- 
perience. Appeal ^ 113. 



nurtured and maturated 
our Conftitution, and 
which, if ftridly ad- 
hered to, muft ever pre- 
ferve it in full vigoiiri 
and fo perpetuate it to 
the lateft pofterity. 1 
am very far from wifhV 
ing to draw a veil ovei^ 
the principles which juf- 
tified the alterations ia 
the Conftitution of our 
Government at the Re- 
volution. Jura^ i68i 



This veiling and myfterious principle of Mr; 
Burke tends firft to blind, then to irritate, and 
finally to miflead the muhitude. The knowledge 
of their rights will encourage them to prefervc 
chem. If they be ignorant of what they have, 
they will attempt to acquire what they are not en- 
titled to. And hence the cataftrophe of diforde# 
and confufion. Mr. Burke did not always fee 
through that hazy mift which now dims his fight. 
He could formerly fee, that *" In all difputei 
** between the people and. their rulers, the pre* 
^* fumpcion was at leaft upon a par 'in favour of 

* Thoughts oq the Caufe of the prerentPiTcpntentg, fablnit. 

♦« the 
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the people. Experience may perhaps juftify 
me in going further: Where. popular difcon- 
tenis have been very prevalent, it may be well 
affirmed and fupported, that there has been ge- 
/* nerally fomething found amifs in the Conftitu- 
** tion, or in the conduft of Government. The 
** people have no intereft in d.iforder. When 
V they do wrong it is their error, not their crime. 
^* But with the governing part of the ftate, it is far 
** otherwife. They certainly may aft by ill defign, 
^* as well as by miftake/* The confirmation of 
ignorance is a very new mode of correcting error. 

Upon .the publication of Mr. Burke's book, the 
readinefs, if not avidity, with which the majority 
of the country imbibed his principles was as.afto- 
xiifhing to the obfervcr as it was alarming to the 
reafoner upon the confequences. The firft fruits 
of his extraordinary political mifSon were truly 
fuperabundant : the harveft returned a hundred 
fold ; and if the purity of his zeal could admit it, 
we (hould pardon the emotion of vanity that the 
nun^ber and quality of his profelytes might raife 
in.his breaft. He had the addrefs, or the power, 
or the good or the bad fortune to feduce thq 
public into the convidion, that every variance of 
opinion upon the policy or propriety of every mea- 
fure of Adminiftraiion became the unequivocal and 
irrevocable teft of hoftility or enmity to the'Britifh 
Conftitution : hereby attempting from henceforth 

XQ 
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io divide the nation into two parties, which he dif* 
criminated by the new. and emphatical appellations 
of modern and ancient Whigs. His own words wiH 
beft explain the meaning of the terms, * •* The 
** modern Whigs in Parliament, who are fd warm 
^' in condemnation of Mr, Bmrke and his book, 
•* and of conrfe of all the principles of the ancient 
** Conftitutional Whigs of this country." In dc-. 
fiance however of this fulminating bull of excom-^ 
munication agamft all the diflenters from Mr. 
Burke and his book and his principles, fome few 
who dared exprefs their diffcnt and proteft againft 
them, ftood firm to the principles of the ancient 
Conftitutional Whigs of this kingdom. They were 
not the larger, but time and reafon and events 
will {hew y^hether they were not the founder part 
of the community. 

The moft ftupendous powers of Mr. Burke's 
eloquence were now experienced in the fudden 
and general fubmiffion of the nation to his new 
political paradoxes : henceforth the whdle fyftem 
of meafurcs began to be direfted by the newly 
acquired fpirii of this regenerated fyftem. It will 
be fcarceiy credited by pofterity, that at the clofc 
of the i8th centgry, the condemnation of Mr. 
Burke and of his book upon the Revolution of 
France, and of his principles, became in the eyes 
of the Britifli Nation the teft of turbulence, fac- 

• Appeal, 9 J, 

tion 
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tion and fe^ifion. The man, >who can talk of 4 
Jwimftf mCilcitude becaufe it is illiterate, who fet^ 
his fiK(;e ^gaind ^e refojrnaatian of all abufes in 
Govetmnent, and hazards dodtrines pointedly de-* 
ftrudive of the genuine principles of the Conftitii* 
tional Whigs of this kingdom, may well be ex-» 
pcfted to perfecutc with unrelenting rigour the dif- 
ferent focieties that bad been eftablilhed under the 
denominations of Friends of the People, Friends 
to a jwliamentary Reform, or the Liberty of the 
Prefs, and the Whig and other Clubs for conftitu* 
tional information. All thefe, together with the 
Don-approvers of Mr* Burke and his book, are 
promifcuoufly involved in the general anathema, 
exterminated from the pale of the Conftitution, 
and profcribed as her avowed and determined ene-- 
mies. Such was the enthufiafm of this^new and 
Xiuraerous coalition, fuch their confidence in their 
bewly acquired ftrength, that policy and prudence 
were not even attended to.^ Inftcad of feparating 
and dividing their opponents, they fooliJhly in- 
creafed their numbers, by conneAing all the male- 
contents of the kingdom in one common caufe of 
oppofuion to* themfelves, and of courfe, as Mr. 
Burke fays, to all the principles of the ancient Confii^ 
tutioncl Whigs of this country^ ^ I carry not my fccpti-v 
cifm to the height of thofe^ who have denied the ex- 
iftence of any enemies to our Conftitution ampngft 
us* Such 1 hold every man, who adopts the level- 

ling 
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liig doftrines of Paine, and every m^n, who fup- 
ports. the fpirit of arbitrtixy power : fuch I hold 
every tnaoj whether he attempt to e(labli(h in this, 
country a pure republic or an abfolute monarchy ;. 
jput fuch I da noS hold every man, who is a friend 
of the people, or a friend to parliamentary reform,f 
or to the liberty of the prefs, or a member of the 
Whig club, or of the Society for procuring coa-r 
Aitutional information. 

. Minifters (hould be more fully and more pracn 
tically convinced than other men, that there is *. 
tenacious quality of adhefion in all popular -dif-- 
contents, by which they entwine and incorporate 
upon approximation. At this hour there was * 
ferious call upon them, to prevent the increafing 
union and confequently ftrength of the male-con- 
tents. This could only be efFefted by difcngaging 
from the general caufe of murmur all thofe, who 
really had originally and who might then ftill rc- 
i^in different wiflics from others, who aimed at the 
total fubverlion of the prefent eftabliflimeht. The? 
nation would then have known who were friends,- 
and who enemies tt) the Conftitution. Then would 
have ceafed the artful, but wicked and mifchievous 
fyftem of confounding a wilL to reform the popu- 
lar reprefentation in parliament with that of fub» 
verting the Conftitution ; of viewing all exertions 
to correft the abufes, as fo many attempts to deftroy 
the principles of Government ; and of reprefenting 
5 love 
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ItSve and friindfhip for the people, a& inconipad*^ 
ble with rcfpeft and loyalty for the fovcrcign. 

No human inftitution can be brought to that de- 
grcc of perfection, that it (hall not at times require 
Tome amendment and improvement; and plain 
reafon (hews us, that thofe are ever the mod 
fincerely attached to the inftitution, who are moft 
forward to amend and improve it, as its defers, 
abufes or vices (hall appear. There cannot furely 
be fo feafonable, fo proper, fo nece(rary a time to 
Kppiy the remedy, as when the difcafe threatens 
to attack the vital parts and become infeftious. I 
kave heretofore faid, that * ** to prove that any 
^« human inftitution has attained its ne plus ultra 
*^ of perfeftion, is to produce internal evidence 
*^ of a radical deficiency or vice in the fyftem ; 
V and to prove a continued progrefs in the mclio- 
^* ration or improvement of a fyftem is conclufive 
•^^vidence, that the ground-work of the fuper- 
•* ffe:u6ture is in its nature firm and permanent. I 
^* have endeavoured to trace and mark the ad- 
•* vances which our Conftitution has been gradu- 
«* ally making, (ince its firft inftitution, towards 
*« the perfedion of civil liberry ; and in this pro- 
** grefs do we find the fureft earneft of future im- 
<« provements, as the exigencies of times and cir- 
*< cumftances (hall require them.** 

* Jura Ang. p. 609^ 

It 
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it was in the dired fpirit of Mr. Burke's fwccp- 
ing anathema, that every idea, every vvifli, every 
attempt to reform the reprefentation of the people 
in parliathent, or to befriend the general rights'of 
the people, from which alone has arifen the BritiQi 
Conftitution, has been holden out, as an intention, 
defign, and effort to fubvert and annihilate it. To 
condemn Mr. Burke and his book, became a re- 
nunciation of Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights; 
to refift the principle of arbitrary and abfolute. 
power over the people, was the war-vvhoop of re- 
bellion ; and a good wi(h to the happy eftablilh- 
riient of a better order of things in France, was an 
vmequivocal determination to overthrow the whole 

fyftem of our prefent eftablifhment. To the magi- 

• 

cal charms, or overbearing powers of Mr. Burke's 
eloquence the whole nation almoft, for a time, 
bowed down and fubmitted. But 1 ftill boaft of 
the reludlance and indignation, with which! ever 
beheld him wave on his triumphant pennant, the 
too confident device, ^i non-efi pro nobis contra 
patriam eft. Such, however, for the (ill fated) 
moment, was the mark of the bead. Whether 
Thomas Paine would level all dillindions, Mr. 
Fox propagate his ideas of a revolutionary Whig, ' 
Mr. Erikine (land up for the rights of juries; or 
Mr. Grey promote a parliamentary retormj, they 
were all equally confoundei in i!:e condemnation 
of Mr. Burke and his book, and of courle equally 

E involved 
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but a vapiJ narrative and a cold uninterefting 
fpt-ciilation in comparifon of the prefent political 
(late of Europe. Believe me, the firft and only 
efFeftiial fecurity againft liccntioiifnefs, is the mo- 
derate and fiire enjoyment of fair liberty. Dread- 
ful are the conrequenccs of convincing the people 
that they know not their own fituation ; that their 
remonftrances are ilighted ; thai the profpeft of 
their grievances being redrelTed is defperatc. Ex- 
tenfive, ruinous and awful are the clrcumll^ances 
which have forced the late difcuffions upon politi- 
cal and civil freedom. But truth and juftice rife 
out of refleftion, are invigorated by difculHonv 
and triumph when difplayed to the broad light oi 
conviflion. How glorious is it for our Conftitu- 
tion in this critical moment of fevere and hoftile, 
inveftigation to continue to command the love 
and attachment of thofc, who are bleft with it, 
and the refpeft and admiration of all who kno«r 
if; that no other alteration is evenwilhed to be 
introduced into ir, than a defer conformity in the 
praifliccs of popular eleftion widi its effential-and 
unalterable principles! For theman either knows 
not, or wilhes to fubvert the Conftitution of Lis 
country, who queftions this tlenicnlary principle 
it — That the people partake in the legifladon, 
id confeqilenily are emphatically bounden to 
e obfcrvance of the laws, by the free Clet5tioo<rf 
etr reprcfentatives in parliament. As hx tfo» 
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as the faft deviates from the principle, fo far the' 
praftice is vicious and corrupt ; and whoever feri- 
oully wifties to preferve the Conftitution in its full 
purity and vigour, muft neceflarily wilh to corred: ' 
the vice and prevent the corruption. Will the 
friends of a reform be filenced and quieted by ad- 
mitting the neceflity and denying the expediency 
of the meafure ? Can they be compelled to be- 
lieve the evil praAical and the remedy but an 
airy vifion ? Will the people of England be ter- 
rified out of their cohvidion by the thundering 
veto of Mr. Burke ? Unlimited and unknown 
wretchednefs will overwhelm our country, whilft 
to condemn Mr, Burke and his book, is to con- 
demn all the principles of the ancient Conftitu- 
tional Whigs of this country. 

I will not aifert, that the awful moment is ari 
rived, in which the delufive veil of art can no Ion- 

V 

ger withhold the reality from oilr eyes : but I will 
alErm that the prefent moment is of dire portent. 
It ferioufly beho\^es us not only to rcfcue the 
purity of our Conftitution from the rude violence 
of anarchy, but alfo from the more dangerous, 
bccaufe more latent efforts of mifguided zeal or 
maJked defence. To fecure to the Crown its con- 
ftitutional prerogatives, and to ourfelves our con* 
ftitutional rights and privileges, are purpofes not 
only rcconcileable, but fo connefted, that every 
meafure that weakens the one neceflarily endan- 
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gers the other. It is time to difpel the magic of 
that eloquence, which has fo long prefented through 
a falfe medium an inverted form of our ConftitU'* 
tion, bafe upwards. Its undifguifed beauties will 
infpire us with ingenuity dnd ardour to give new 
fecurities for the continuance of the bleffings, 
which it is calculated to confer. For this pur- 
ppfe we muft view fads as they arife, we mud 
explore their fources, and follow them in their 
tendencies. Cool and difpaflionate throughout, 
let the voice of reafon and decifion of truth and 
juftice difplay the fuperior excellence of a fyftein 
which is of its nature proof againft the violence 
of fedition and the more fatal attacks of eloquent 
mifreprefentation. 

Before I proceed, my countrymen, I feel an ir-* 
refiilible impulfc to redouble my attempts to im- 
prefs you with a juft fenfe of the confequences 
which muft enfue from your perfeverance in Mr, 
Burke's principles. I am not the voice of party, 
turbulence, or fa^ion. I love and revere the 
Conftiturion of my country. When it was opep* 
ly attacked, I hope I defended it upon the true 
4ind proper grounds ; I fee it now in more dan-r 
ger than I then did : and I (hould be juftly ftig- 
matizcd with the moft daft^rdly bafenefs, were I 
now to defert the caufe, bec^ufe its defence had 
become more difficult and hazardous. In combat* 
ing the ppeu en^njies of the Conftitutioq I wa? 
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fore of the wifties, countenance, and fupport of 
all thofe, who profefled themfelves friends to their 
country. . In attempting to fecure the Conftitu- 
tion againft the deftrudlive meafures of its beguil- 
ed friends and beguiling (though difguifed) ene- 
mies, I nave to difpoffefs feelings, unrivet preju- 
dices, and conquer the ftubborn pride of mental 
error and ill direAed zeal. 

If in the prefervation of the Britifh Conftitu- 
tion you place your fecurity Againft the anarchy, 
confufion and horrors of your Gallic neighbours ; 
it behoves you ferioufly to revife the political 
creed of Mr- Burke, which now feems to have 
acquired fo powerful an influence on the meafures 
of public policy. The abfolute and arbitrary pow- 
er of the French monarchy created and fed that 
volcano of abufes, which in its dreadful eruption 
! has defolated its own and menaced defolation to 

: all furrounding kingdoms. This new Thauma- 

turgus and evangelift of royalty has revealed a 
^ rew myftery to his fubmiHive devotees, that the 

I indireSi fower of the King of England is great in- 

! deed^ and more extenfive than what the King of 

! France was pojfejfed of before this nujerable rcvolu^ 

i 

tion. Will you believe it, my countrymen ? I 
will not. What the direli power of our King is, 
we all know, that know the limits and bounda- 
ries of the law. But what his indireSi power is, 
which is more extenfive than the arbitrary will 
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of ah individual legillator, I have not yet dif* 
covered in ariy ancient or modern commentator 
upon our ( bnftitution. It was an anomalous 
planet, difcovered by the penetrating fagacity 
of an apoftate Whig upon the verge of his grand 
ctimafteric. But if it do exift, it becomes us to 
make our obfervations upon its ipotions, with 
more than ordinary accuracy : it behoves us to 
guard ag:iin(l the devouring heat of its perihelion. 
The very relation of caufes and efftfts will roufc 
Britons into the moft alarming cautions, how 

■ » 

they admit the introduftion or permit the exiftr 
cnce of a power in their crovyn more extenfive 
than that of the fourth Heni^ or the fourteenth 
Louis of France^. 

I (hall now endeavour to withdraw the cur- 
tain, and difplay the truth in naked (though mcr 
Jancholy) fadls. 

* I wf(h Chancellor Fprtcfcuc'« xxxvth chapter of The Ith 
tonveniencies in France hy Means of the abfolute Regal Government ^ 
to be read by all Mr. Burke's neophites: though it may too 
immediately concern the multitude, to intercft his attention. 
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writings^ and warm debates upon it in hotb Houfesi 
^^"The Rights of Juries eftahlijhed by the Libel BiU. 
— Convention of the Kings of PruJJia and Hungary. 
^■^They call upon all the States of the Empire for their 
quota againfi France^ except Saxony and Hanover. 

A HE opening of this period of our Hiftorjr 
reprefents to us the glowing clouds of a fultry 
evening, that forebode a night of ftorm and horrors. 
We had, perhaps, indulged with too luxuriant a 
confidence the affurance of perpetuating the 
l^leffings of a long continued peace. The inge- 
nuity, fpirit, and credit of ojur roanufaclurers and 
merchants had (o frequently poured an overflow 
of revenue into the treafury, that for fome years 
it had been the new and flattering tafk of the 
Minifter, to apply the welcome furplus in light- 
ening the overgrown weight of the national 
incumbrance. Elated with this flattering exu- 
berance of the revenue, Mr. Pitt, upon opening his 
budget for- the current year*, very ingenioafly 
profited of the circumftance to divert the dazzled 
eyes of the nation from the heavy expences of the 
Rufllan and Spanifli armaments, which had coft 
the nation about a,ooo,oool. to make good the 
damage of fome few thoufand pounds, done to a 
Britifli Captain by the detention of his veflel at 

* On thf lyth February, 179^. 
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Nootka Sound; and to leave Oczakow to the 

imperious Catherine, which we had threatened 

by force to fecure to the Porte. Upon this 

memorable occafion, the Chancellor of the £:Kche- 

quer triumphantly boafted in the Houfe of Com^ 

monsy that the intricaty and myftery of finame 

fio longer escifted : and in a difplay of the mod: 

brilliant eloquence, enforced the reajons upon 

which they might fopind a probable opinion of the 

permanence of fucb furplus. In the unufual glov 

of this national profperity, little was it to be 

wondered at, that the very luxuriance of the 

plant which produced the fruit, ftiould for want 

of pruning run into (bme wildnefs and diforder. 

In the prefent difpofition of the Britifti nation 

to difcountenance efforts to promote the general 

caufe of civil freedom, from an apprchcnfion of 

producing unforefcen or unintended confequcnces, 

ic becomes a matter more of neceffary attention, 

than of curious obfervation, to refled that the 

queftion of the Slave Trade, which had engaged 

the minds of the public for forae years, was fuper* 

eminently liable to all the objeftions which have 

been raifed by Mr. Burke, and adopted by the 

nation, againft the difcuffion of any general of 

fundamental point of civil liberty. When this 

queftion was firft ftarted, he had not yet taught 

the nation * that dc^rines limited in their prefeni^ 

fpplii(i:iony and "^ide in their general principles^ are 

* Appeal, 98, 
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never meant to be applied to what they firfi pretend. 
Mr, VVilberforce will not rcfufc to inform us what 
ir/^m^r views he had in introducing, nor Mr. 
Pitt in fupporting the fuhjeA in Parliament* 
, And. who will not readily admit that no doctrine 
was ever wider in its general principles, than that 
which inculcates the xmlawfulnefs of the Slave 
Trade ? Taken up upon the pure abftraft rights 
of humanity, it evidently hazards the property of 
individuals, deeply afFeds the navigation and 
commerce of the nation, and immediately involves 
the difmemberment of the Britifti Empire, And 
yet within the lapfeof five (hort years, the nation 
has beholden with rapture, the rival talents of 
Adminiftration and Oppofition combined in this 
inftance, to reduce private intereft and national 
policy under the great fuperfeding principles of 
focial freedom : it has feen the queftion fupported 
with enthufiafni by all that was powerful in the 
cabinet, and brilliant in the fenate ; and oppofcd 
only by the operative and perfevering ingenuity 
of felf-interefl, A truly practical leflbn of the 
propriety and advantages of extending the freedom 
of every oppreffed part of the community, . of 
reforming abufes, and aboliChing long fanclioned 
ufages, that militate againft the principles of civil 
liberty. For upon thefe principles alone has the 
abolition of the Slave Trade been taken up by 
Mr. Wilberforce, and fupported by Meflrs. Pitt, 
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Fox, an^ other humane friends of their' African 
brethren. 

Upon the ift of May Mr. Pitt prefentcd to the 
Houfe of Commons, a ftring of refolutions for 
the gradual abolition of the Slave Trade, which 
were fandioned \>y the Houfe and carried up to 
the Lords. But the caufe met with more oppo-- 
fition in this Houfe than it had in the Commons* 
Many reafons have been alleged for this oppo- 
fition to the refolutions in the Lords : but as at 
this time few of the Peers had been under the 
neceffity of committing themfelves 'upon the 
queftion of keeping up the African flavery in out« 
colonies, many of them probably now formed 
their opinions upon it, more from their feelings v 
upon the general complexion of the timps, than 
from the nature, reafons, and exigency of the 
cafe. However in the debate in the Lords on 
the 8th of this month, thofe who wiflied tooppofe, 
or to protraft the abolition of tiie Slave Trade, 
carried the queftion. That th^ evidence upon the 
cafe (hould be heard at the bar of the houfe, and 
not in an u{)ftairs committee j* by which means 
very little progrefs was made in the bufinef^ 
during the courfe of the feffions. 

It is fcarcely poffible to conceive a fubjeft of 
difcuffion more pregnant with confequences of 
the utmoft irpport to the State, than the abolitior^ 
of the Slaye Trade, for it isiofevious, that all 
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tfae reafbns againil that traffic, which are drawtt 
from the effential nature of human beings, or 
from the indifpenfable obligations of moral 
juftice, or from the pofitive injundlions of the 
Chriftian code, militate only againft the purchafe 
of the flaves, becaufe they Blfimately militate 
againft the ftate of flavery for which they arc 
purchafed. Yet has the Houfe of Commons 
Voted the protradlion of the Slave Trade to the 
ift day of January 1800, and allowed a' pre- 
iJiiiim upon the importation of female flaves, 
vith the exprefs view of fupplying the iflands 
with a fufficient number of both fexes, to per- 
petuate the fyftem of ^flavery, by encouraging 
ihe breed and home traffic, rather than the 
importation of thefe black herds from the coaft 
of Africa. No Icgiflature can fandion the mbans 
of attaining an iniquitous end. If on the other 
hand it be confidered, that in our iflands the 
general proportion of blacks to the number of 
whites, is as fifteen to one ; or, in other words, 
that in the ifland of Jamaica three hundred thou- 
fand black human beings arc the property of 
ibme hundred individuals, who compofe a part of 
twenty thoufand free inhabitants of that ifland; 
we fliall tremble at the confequences of agitating 
griy other queftions concerning them, than thofe of 
regulation and tendernefs. If we refleft on the 
nature of the individuals who compofe this rnafs 
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of people, and caft a melancholy eye over the now 
defolated and difconfolate iiland of St. Domingo^ 
the Eden of the weftern world, we (hall fcarcely 
difcover a mean point of fecurity between the 
dreadful extremities of abandoning the property, 
and emancipating the enflaved cultivators of the 
foil. Yet, in defiance of all thefe confequences, 
have the humane advocates of the African flaves 
flood boldly forward in thecaufe of freedom. 

Before this important queftion receives its final 
decifion, it fliould be completely divcfted of the 
ftern compulfion of confcicntious morality, thai 
(huts out the fympathy of human nature, and for- 
bids the exercife of difcretion and eleftion. If 
the fubjeQ: be once brought to a matter of mere 
civil inveftigation, the mift of enthufiafm will be 
removed, that magnifies the fize of all reafons and 
mifreprefents the (hape of every objedtion. Then 
and not till then will the acjvocates for the aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade fee the full force of the rea- 
fons of their opponents for its continuance, viz. 
the impoflTibility of keeping up the culture of their 
plantations without it ; the advantages of naviga- 
tion, opulence, and induftry, arifing from it to 
their mother country; the improvement of the 
iituation of the flaves by being removed from a 
more unhealthy climate, fecurcd from cruel and 
defpotic tyranny, and refcued from the horrors of 
barbarifm. and idolatry ; the injuftice of invading 
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private property without indemnificatiofa ; the daa« 
ger bf calumniating the adls of the proprietors, 
their anccftors, and the governors and legiflators 
of the country by fupporting the fyftem of fla- 
very : and above ail, the confequences which the 
flaves mull draw (for they have thought) from 
our open declaration of the criminahty of the 
praftice of enilaving them. 

If at a future day the Slave Trade (hall be abo- 
liflied, as an unchriftian traffic, and the emancipa- 
tion of all our colonial Haves (hall follow tJiat abo- 
lition as a juft and necefTary confequence of the 
principle that produced it j the indemnification 
and fatisfadion of the injured proprietors will be- 
come a ferious confideration to the minifter of the 
finance. On one hand will be eftablifhed claims 
for the lofs of property refumed by the Slate, after 
the moft unequivocal confirmation of it to the in- 
dividual pofleflTors j and on the other will be heard 
proteftations againft a contribution towards reim- 
buriing the expences ofenflaving and bartering 
for their fellow- creatures, in defiance of the ordi- 
nances of God ; as if a feducer, forced by the laws 
from the objedt of his criminality, (liould demand 
of the State a reimburfement for the price of her 
ruin. If upon the abolition of the Slave Trade a 
confequent emancipation (hoiild follow, cordial 
muft be the prayers of our Weft Indian Planters 
for the continuance of the prefent Minifter. For 
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he, who has fo warmly cfpoufcd theckitns of thele 
Africans to their natural rights,, and who in the 
year 1786 propofed to faddle this nation with the 
fum of one million to buy up a right of nomination 
to parliament froni individuals, which the Confti- 
tution prefumed impoflible to exift, would not 
without full indemnification invade the property of 
individuals confirmed to them by the ftanding law3 
c^the land and the exprefs a&s of the legiflature* 

The flourifliing ftate of our commerce at this 
time cannot be more clearly afcertained than by 
the aftual increafe of the revenue, which in Ae 
currentweck exceeded the correfponding week in 
the preceding year by the fum of 118,034!. 6s. 
At the fame time a report was made by the com- 
miffioners under Mr* Pitt's bill for the liquidation 
of the national debt, that they had applied to that 
redu6tion the fum of 8>677,85oU This increafe 
of the revenue appears to be the chofen touch- 
ftone ^ Mr. Pitt's popularity : it certainly is the 
moft gratifying circumftance, that can footh the 
vanity or foften the labours of a minifter of 
finance ; but grofs is the error of thofe, who attri- 
bute it to arty other caufe, than to the energy, fpirit, 
and credit of our manufafturers and merchants. 
So wedded was the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to bis favourite plan of reducing the national debt 
by the application of the annual furplus of the 
rt vinqe> that to the difapprobation of one part of 
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it, is immediately to be traced Lord Thurlow^s 
rcfignation of the great feals of England. In a 
committee of the Houfe of Lords upon the bill 
for appropriating a certain fum annually for pay- 
ing off the national debt, the Lord Chancellor, 
although approving of the objeft of the bill, 
ftrongly objeftcd to that claufc of it, which 
raaded, that no future loan fhould be made wich<- 
out being provided for at the time : he reprobated 
the arrogance and infolehce of dilating Cb future 
parliaments, and the futility of direding how fu* 
tui'e minifters ihould make tfaeir loans ; cobcludisg 
bis fpeech by this emphatical aiiertion, that the 
folly of the 'pr(ye£l c$uld etUy be equalhd hytbt voMtfy 
of making the attempt. The (Irong fenfe and inte* . 
grity of the Chancellor would not permit him ta 
lend his fandion to a claufe of fucKa tendency, and . 
he divided with . twenty-one againft twenty- feveo^ . 
who with Lord Grenville fupported it. Fortunately, 
for the country, this great man had not been iai* 
tiated in Mr. Burke's dodrines of fettling precedents 
f^r ever J from which no parliament Jbould ever depart. 
As from this aft of oppofition to a fevourite 
meafure of the Minifter, the public dates the lofs. 
of Ix)rd Thurlow's abilities in the cabinet and on 
the bench, jufticc claims from every welt-wifher 
to his country, a tribute of grateful admiration to 
this true and unfhaken patriot. The pitequs tales 
of official iycopbants^ that attempted to fljew the . 

neceility 



( 67 ) 

neceflity of removing a maii from his Majefty'a 
councils, who oppofed every thing and propofed 
nothing, betrayed their folly and weaknefs in the 
attempt to juftify the meafure. The eflential 
and important duty of the Chancellor is to ex- 
amine, (late, and to be in fome fort refponfible for 
the legal effcds and conftitutional tendency of 
every bill that comes into the Houfe of Lords. 
For his ability and faithfulnefs to difcharge this 
duty he receives credit from the Crown by his ap- 
pointment ; his peers look up to him for it in the 
guidance of their parliamentary condudt ; the pub* 
lie reft their affurance and acquiefcence in this 
fame confidence. What a ftrange perverfion of 
duty would it be, that becaufe a Chancellor in 
;he difcharge of this watchful and fuperintending 
office Ihould difcover an illegal effed or uncon- 
ftitutional operation in a bill afFefting the army, 
navy, finance, or commerce of the country, he 
fliould be called upon for new plans and meafures 
in thefe fevcral departments ! The people of 
England will ever cherilh and revere, as a martyr 
to their rights and liberties, the man who facrifices 
his interefts and his preferment to this rigid exer- 
cifc of his conftitutional duty. 

Some years ago fifty out of the fixty-fix Royal 
Scotch Burghs had by petitions to the Houfc of 
Commons demanded redrefs againft fcveral griev- 
ances, under which they laboured ; and when 
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Mr, Sheridan brought in a bill for removing the 
caufe of their complaints, the grievances were ad- 
mitted by the Houfe to be of the utmoft magni- 
tude ; and in order to procure full proof of their 
exiftence, the Houfe entered into a refolution on 
the 27th of May 1791, that early in the next fef- 
fion it would take into confideration the ftate of 
the Royal Burghs of Scotland, On the i8th of 
April Mr. Sheridan in confequence of this refo- 
lution moved the Houfe to go into a committee 
for enquiring into the grievances complained of^r 
but the motion was loft by a majority of above two- 
to one. Thefc Burgefles having thus failed in 
their attempt to effeftuate the refolution of the 
Houfe, which was to inveftigatc the nature of 
their grievances, on the 30th day of April Mr» 
Sheridan prcfented a petition from them to dc 
heard by counfel at the bar of the Houfe, to 
prove the exiftence of the grievances they com- 
plained of. To the reception of this petition Mr. 
Pitt and Mr. Dund;is objeded upon account of 
the informality of the proceeding^: the Speaker 
however decided againft the informality, and quot- 
ed a precedent in favour of the petitioners, of a late 
fimilar perition from the Eaft India Company:- 
the queftion having been put, that the petition 
be received, it was negatived. The efFedls of 
thefc petitioners being baffled in every attempt to 
bring their grievances under the fair confideration 
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of tlie legiflature, were as much to be expeded 
as they were to be dreaded. On the 3d of May 
at Dundee and feveral other places in Scotland 
the Secretary of State was burned in effigy with fe- 
veral labels iffuing from his mouth, emphatically 
expreffivc of the fituation and refolutions of per- 
fons labouring under grievances and (hut out from 
all redrefs. Having effefted this purpofe, the 
mobs difpcrfcd without further outrage. 

The Houfe of Commons had in faft come to 
the refolution of examining into the nature of 
the grievances, under which thefe Bjurgeffes la- 
boured, before Mr. Burke had warned them 
againft any reform of abufe or any redrefs of 
grievance. * " Let thofe who haroe the truji of fo^ 
^litical or of natural authority ever keep watch 
*^ againft the defperate enterprifes of innovation : 
** let even their benevolence be fortified and armed** 
Though the abufes of the Gallic demagogues may 
have irritated the nerves and fteeled the heart of 
Mr. Burke and of his followers, and of the ap- 
provers of his books and of his principles; yet 
did they not lighten the burthens of thefe pe- 
titioners, nor convince them, that the calamities 
of a foreign country fhould prevent the removal 
of their own grievances. If in the cautionary 
view of our neighbours* wretchednefs we are to 

* Appeal, 116. 
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feek an earned of our own wel^re, let the fjital 

examples of the rapid tranfition from thq. voice 
to the aftion of a di/contented people r^ife a^feri* 
ous and guarded alarm in the bread of every well- 
wiftier to his country. Our Conftitution, in guard* 
ing againft the intemperate refolutipns apd defpe- 
rate meafures of irritated aflbciations, moft proyi- 
denriy interpofed the fubjed's right of pttition- 
ing Parliament againft grievances. But the right 
of the fubjeft to petition evidently imports the 
duty of Parliament (not to grant the prayer) but, 
to receive and examine into the merits of the pe- 
tition. Unmcafurable will be the mifchief of 
clogging this mode of redrefs with difficulties, or 
' of throwing difrepute or fufpicion upon the exer- 
cife of this conftitutional right of the fubjedtt 
Even Mr. Burke formerly (aid widi more truth 
and lefs efFed than he now might, ♦ " fVbcrepB* 
** fular dijcontents have been very prevalent ; // may 
f« be well affirmed and fupportedy that there has been 
*' generally Jomething found amifs in the ConftUutkn 
'* or in the condutl of Government.** 

Such a hold had the execration of the French 
Rcvolutionifts now acquired upon the generality 
of this nation, that it had become the ground of 
Mr. Burke's new Conftitutional Catechifra, that 
becaufe follies, primes, and bofrors were com- 

t Thoughts on the prefent Pifcontentii p. 416. 
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mittcd in France, therefore no errors were to be 
corredled, no abufes reformed, no grievances rc- 
Hreffed in England.- Mr. Fox, in a very full 
houfe, brought forward his long promifed mo- 
tion in favour of the Unitarians, for the repeal of 
certain ffeatutes, by v/hich they were fubjeded to 
heavy and fevere punilhments. He grounded a 
ftrong, eloquent, and ingenious fpeech upon the 
injuftice of intolerance and perfecution for religious 
opinions, that were purely fpeculative. Mr. Burke 
however difcovered in Unitarianifm the whole 
volcano of a French Revolution ; and in a fpeech 
of uncommon animation, variety, and eloquence, 
difplayed every circumftance that had difgraced 
or polluted the progrefs of that Revolution from 
Its beginning; he proved from the toafts given 
at a dinner of Unitarians, that they were deeply 
infefted with the Revolutionary Gallomania — z 
ftigma which he alfo openly attempted to affix to 
the Oppofition benches of the Houfe. But the 
mod lingular of his arguments was, that the ftatute 
was too bad for execution, and therefore needed 
no" repeal. A prouder day of triumph to Mr. 
Burke could not have happened : a very large 
majority gave into his arguments, and the motion 
was loft. In this debate moft of the eminent 
fpeakers took a part. The future annalift of the 
moft; credulous age would be difcrediced in re- 
porting, that Mr. Burke had in a full debate ex« 
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cited the horror and indignation of the Houfe of 
Commons againft the French Revolutionifts^ for 
having completed the mcafure of their iniquities 
by fupcradding to the reft the crime of religious 
perjecutionj in order to convia(:e a Britifti Senate of 
the neceffity of keeping upon their ftatute books 
afts of the moft penal rigour againft purely fpecu- 
lative opinions of religion *. The leading fpeak- 
crs, who followed him, oppofed the motion, to 
avoid the fcandal which the repeal of fuch an ad 
might create in the church : and in order to fecure 
the Unitarians from the guilt of fedition and trea- 
fon, s^ainft which the Conftitution and laws have 
provided a full remedy^ they found the neceffity of 
holding over them in terrorem difabilities, penal* 
ties, and pains for denying revealed dogmas and 
myfteries of religion above the natural grafp of 
man's limited comprehenfion, to which ne human 
authority can therefore demand fubmiflfion* 

To difcountenance every idea of reform, and to 
check in limine every en-quiry into the parliamen- 
tary reprefentation, appears now to have become 
j"egularly fyftematical. The diflfercnce is wide be- 

* The cffea of tWs aft {9 & 10 William III.) 1% more cx^ 
ienfive than it is generally thought ; for it not only applies to 
all thofe who do not believe th? myllery of the blefled Trinity^ 
according to the Athanafian expoiition or explanation of it, but 
againft all thofe who do not admit of the dtvitu authrify of th« 
Old and New Teflament, &c« 
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CWten the acquittal of a charge after invedtgatitfn; 
and a fulien refufal to go into an enquiry. Power 
may fcreen the culprit from trial ; innocence will 
ever court enquiry. Mr. George Rofe, one of the 
Secretaries to the Treafury, had in the laft Weft- 
minfter eledion commiflSoned Mr. Smith a pub- 
lican to open his houfc for the entertainment of 
the voters for Lord Hood the unfuccefsful candi* 
date. It appears, that the faithful Secretary upoa 
the, dofe of the poll was rather lefs forward to 
make good his payments, than he had been to 
pledge his refponiibility to the honeft publican. 
After many fruit lefs applications for payment of a 
moderate charge, Mr. Smith wifely preferred the 
verdiidt of his countrymen to the precarious de- 
pcndance upon official promifes. He brought aa 
adtion againft Mr. George Rofe in the King's 
Bench, which was tried before Lord Kenyon and 
a fpecial jury, and obtained a verdift againft the 
Secretary for one hundred pounds. . In the 
courfe of this trial it had been proved, that aa 
application had been made by Mr. Smith to the 
Secretary of the Treafury for the remiffion of an 
' excife penahy which he had incurred, but which 
had never been levied upon him as long as he had 
remained an election agent for the liberty of Weft;- 
minfter ; yet, that when he had ceafed to a6t, it 
had been levied upon him. Upon the ftrength of 
tbefe and fome other iimilar h£ts, a petition to the 
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fioufc of Commons was drawn up, and figried by 
more than one thoufand eleftors of Weftminfter, 
praying an enquiry into the reported interference 
cf perfons high in office in the eleftion for Weft- 
minfter, and into the alleged abufes of the laws 
by the remiffion of penalties, &c. Mr. Fox, after 
the petition had been read, made a very long and 
|>oiht6d fpeech upon the nature, principles, and 
pucity of popular eledions, and upon the abulivc 
influence of official power^ which he ended with a 
motion, that the petition fhould be« referi^d to a 
committee to examine into the matter thereof, and 
iDeport the fame to the Houfe, as it (hould appear 
to them. The motioa was negatived without* any 
debate, by a divifion of eighty-one againft thirty- 
fbur : MefTrs* Pitt, Dundas, Rofe, and other fer- 
Tants of the crown divided with the majority. 

In the beginning of this month M. de Chauvc- 
Kn wa5 introduced to his Majefty as ambafiador 
from the King of tlie French. He was very young, 
and foppofed to be warmly attached to the demo- 
cratic party in France. Whether they miftrufted 
the inexperience of his youth, or doubted the firm- 
nefs of his principles, he was u(hered into the di- 
plomatic corps under the unprecedented tutelage 
of an official Mentor, M. de Talleyrand the 
bifhop of Autun. This prelate was the firft 
biftiop in France, who by the civic oath with- 
drew bimfelf from, the jurifdidion and communion 
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pf the See 9f IjLot^ie. He. wJt3 followed in his 
fdbifm Ipy. three prelates on}y opt of oi^e hundred 
and thirty-tw9. A rare apd. Unprecedented: ex- 
axTAple woj:;thy. of letter times, that fo large, a pot* 
tipn oj^ a flour.iIhing and long, eflablifhed clecgy 
0)k9^1d facrif^ce hgnours, pon^p, and opulence to 
the feyqre calls, of duty in deprivation^ exilc^ and 
ii^^ig^t^S^e. The confidential letter which was 
written on this occafion by the late unfortunate 
XQonarch of France to the King of England, .was 
fl;rongiy e^preifivc of his pacific difpofition, and 
of his^ hopesi that no circumilance would ever 
break through the amity of the two courts. 

A general court mourning was about this time 
announced for the death of the unfortunate Gu& 
tavus II U King of Sweden, who was murdered 
on the i^th of March at a mafquerade by Baron 
AnkarflbiiQtn. a, miiiury officer^ This murder of 
a King, ait a time, when the prevailing power in 
France had exprefled the moft marked execra- 
tion of royalty, and. was generally fufpedled to 
propagate theif anti-bafilican.fpirit through every 
country which was open, to their intrigues and 
treachery, was, by many zealous oppofers of the 
French Revolution attributed to the wicked ma- 
chinations of their emiffaries. The reprefenta- 
tion acquired credit from the. k^own zeal, with 
which this monarch had promoted the armed 
(Tombins^tion againft France* 
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The Swedilh Revolution of 1772, by which 
Guftavus had eftablilhed an abfolute monarchy 
upon the ruin of the ariftocratical powers of his 
kingdom, was ever fuppofed to hiive been plan-* 
ned in the cabinet of Verfailles, where this un- 
fortunate monarch had fpent feveral months pre-* 
vious to his acceflSon to the throne. Being na« 
torally fond of abfolute power, he retained an af- 
feftionate regard for the court, through the influ* 
tnce and intrigues of which he had acquired it, 
and from which he received an annual fubfidy till 
thoir late financial diftreiTes put a (lop to the pay- 
ment. .On the other hand many of the Swedilh 
nobility ftill kept up an indignant refentment for 
the lofs of their influence in the date, which, 
though filently, they determinately waited for an 
opportunity to regain. The King had conftantly 
fupported his power by the unpopular means of 
a ftanding army and exorbitant taxes. -Averfe 
as he was from fummoning a diet, his neceflities 
compelled him to it in the beginning of the pre- 
fent year. He unadvifedly iflbed a proclamation 
for affembling the diet only three weeks previous 
to its meeting, for the exprefs purpofe of prevent- 
ing deliberation in the choice of the reprefenta- 
tives : and inftead of the capital he ordered them 
to meet at Geffie^ a folitary town on -the Gulf of 
Bothnia, which during the whole of their delibera- 
tions was furrounded with mercenary foldiers^ 
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Both the Public and the King were dif^pointetib 
in the refult of the meeting* No reform was ef- 
fe6led, nor cenfure pafled upon the King for en- 
tering into a war without the confent of the States^ 
which was an infraction of the new as well as of 
the old Conftitution. . In return the diet only 
granted the King a part of the fupplies he de« 
manded. ^ Thus unfatisfadorily ended this diet, 
which proved fo immediately fatal to the mo- 
narch. The nobles and the people reprobated 
ihe idea of entering into the confederacy againft 
France; their country was then grievoufly op- 
prefled with taxes^ and they could not be brought 
to confent to weaken it ftill more, by the addi'- 
tional waAe of its blood and treafure^ in order 
to fupport or re^ve a government, which had 
been fo iril^rumental in fettering them with the 
galling chains of unlimited monarchy. It is gene- 
rally aflerted, that fome perfonal and private re- 
fentments from the King's having deprived one of 
his noblemei;i of an advantageous match, which 
he procured for a court favourite, co-operated alfo 
with the general difcontent to bring fonvard that 
confpiracy of the nobility, to which this unfor- 
tunate monarch fell a victim. I have faid thus 
much of Sweden, merely to deteft the falfity of 
the aflertions, that the murderer was an emiflary 
frxwn the Jacobins at Paris, Are not their crimes 
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fufficiehtfy humerous to withhold their enemies 
from fuch falfe charges. 

The 'firft public a<fV of the French ambaffador 
to our court was t'he prcfentation of a memorial 
to Lord Grenvillc which dated the reafons, why 
France had declared war againft the King 6( 
Hdiig^ry "and Bohemia ; infifting particularly up^ 
6n the right, which France claimed to change 
arid nlodel her owh government without the Jn- 
teirerehce of any foreign power ; arid upon the 
lame principle holding out a guarantee to all 
other nations at pekce with her, that the French 
will ever refpeft their laws, their ufages and all 
their forms of government. The rriemorial clof- 
cd with a claim of the obfervance of the treaty of 
dommerce of the 2.6th of SepteftiBer 17^6 on the 
part of England, particularly as to the i-efrain* 
ihg from any hoftilities. This memorial produ- 
ced almoft immediately a royal proclamation pror 
hibiting any of his Majefty's fubjefts to arm or aft 
at fea agairifl the French urider any forergii com* 
miffion or power whatfoever, and enjoining a 
ftrift obfervance of the treaty of commerce in 
every fefpeft. 

Mr, Burke's Rcfledlions upon the Revolution in 
Frahce appeared in the year 1790; and early in 
the year 1791 was publilhed Thomas Paine's 
Rights of Man^ being an Anfwer to Mr. Barkers 
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Attack vn the French Revolution, The public are 
coo fully apprifed of the nature and tendency of 
tliefe two works, to expcft any frefh comments 
vipon them i incncdible was the avidity with which 
tfcis book of Thomas Paine was read by the mid- 
dle and lower clafles of people. The draught Was 
too paUtable for thofe to refill who knew not its 
poifonous quality. By impunity its credit ex- 
tended, and in lefs than a year more than fifty 
thoufand imprefflons of it had been circulated 
through the kitigdom. It is a niatter of noto- 
riety, that in many places it was fold for four 
pence, and in others diftributed gratis to thofe 
who hefitated at p^yifig their groat. Though 
Parne during this time lived publicly in London, 
2Cnd enjoyed the fatisfaftion of feeing under his 
c5Wn.eyes this unprecedented circulation of his 
book, and propagation of his doftrines, he braved 
and defied the arm of juftice, which had not as 
yet been attempted to be raifcd againft him ; not 
a fingle procefs had been inftituted againft pub- 
Irlhcr, printer, or feller of thefe libellous dodrines. 
Secure in his impunity, and fluflied with the fuc- 
cMs of his firft publication, he publilhcd a Second 
Part of the Rights of Man^ combining Principle and 
Pra3ice. This work, though written perhaps with 
more audacity and malice, than the firft, was not- 
Withftanding an innocuous performance in corn- 
par ifon of his firft publication. For the mifchiev- 
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ous efTefts of the firft work were not increafcd fay 
the ledlure of the feconds nor was the Second 
Part of the Rights of M^in foii^t for by thofe 
who had neither feen nor relilhed the firft. When 
however the fervour of the firft prpfclytifm had 
abated, and the credit of this levelling evangelift 
was on the wane, his Majefty*s minifters, informed 
by Mr. Burke that thefe * writings dejerved no other 
than the refutation of criminal jujiicey direfted the. 
Attorney General to file an information againft 
Thomas Paine for his libellous publications; 
which was, accordingly done. in Eafter. term; and 
in order to difpofe the minds of the Nation to 
tbefe neceflary, though late afts of juftice, a pro- 
clamation was publifhed on the 21ft of the current 
month againft the fpublication and fale of fedi- 
tious writings, with ftrong injunftions to^all per- 
fons to inform againft thofe who (hould be guilty 
of fuch daring attempts, &c. 

Scarcely had the proclamation been publiflied, 
when M» Chauvelin, the French ambaflador, pre* 
fented an official declaration to Lord Grenville^ 
by which he complained that certain expreffions 
in it appeared to give credit to the erroneous opi^ 
nions propagated by the enemies of France, both 
as to the hoftilc intentions of Great Britain to- 
wards France, and the treacherous defigns of France 
to promgte fedition and confufion in the king- 

* Appeal^ 95. 
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dom of Great Britain: it was expreilive of the* 
moft pacific and honourable difpolirions of France 
towards this country, and it produced an anfwer' 
from Lord Grenville, which was afterwards read 
in the National Affembly,- that breathed the 
ftrongeft fentiments of peace and amity, with an 
unequivocal engagement frohi our King direSlly 
and fofitively to maintain the treaty of navigation 
and commerce between the two nations. 

This proclamation, fingular as it was, occafioned 
very warm and interefting debates in both Houfes 
of Parliament, and became the teft, upon which' 
Mr. Burke's profelytes read openly their recanta- 
tion of their former opinions, and enlifted formal- 
ly under the banner of his dodrines. The pro-, 
clamation was more oppofed and difapproved of 
in the Commons than in the* Lords, though the 
number and confequence of the perfons who o^ 
this occafion feceded from thofe, with whom they 
had formerly adled, was proportionately greater 
in the Lords than jn the Commons. The argu- 
ments, by which the proclamation was oppofed in 
both Houfes by thofe who had the fteadinefs to 
judge and the firmnefs to ad upon their old 
principles in this hour of alarm, were nearly the 
fame. That the Minifters of the Crown had 
through the moft criminal negleft or timidity 
permitted the free circulation of Paine's books, 
againft which they admitted the proclamations 
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to be aimed, and were confequcntly refpofifible 
for all the evil confcquences produced by it in the 
nation. That by negleding to enforce the laws 
in repreffing tumult and diforder whilft they would 
be effedual, they had permitted the evil to acquire 
fuch ftrength that they were now juftly doubtful 
of their efficacy, and therefore had rccourfe to the 
extraordinary and hazardous attempt to check by 
royal proclamation what they had pegleded to re- 
prcfs by the confticutional means of legal procefs : 
by which they had vilified th,e Conftitution, and 
expofed ■ the prerogative to difguft and contempt. 
That they meanly attempted to fcreen their weak- 
nefs and fear to profecute the writer or publiftier 
of fhefe feditious writings, under an infidious 
pretence of ignorance, as if Thomas Paine were 
unknown to be the author, or J. S* Jordan the 
publifher of them. That it was eftabliftiing in 
a free country a fyftem of efpicnage widely foreign 
from the fpirit of the Britifti Conftitution, which 
was never intended to be fupported by fpies and 
informeis. That this proclamation was the moft 
unequivocal avowal of the weaknefs and timidity 
of Minifters, and the direft way. of cnfuring to 
the author that confequence, which neither his 
merit nor his impunity would have otherwife ac- 
quired. 

In the prevailing rage for difcountenancing all 
popular attempts to enlarge or ftrengthen the liberty 
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of the fubjeft, it is a ground of furprife, though 
of infinite confolation to Englifhmen, to refle<3:, 
that by the fteady and undaunted efforts of fome 
real friends of the people, the great and important 
rights of juries to determine upon the whole quef- 
tion at iflbe was finally eftablifhed by the Libel 
Bill. And what in the prefent circumftances ad- 
ded much to the aftonifhment of the calm obfer- 
ver was, that the bill was brought in by Mr. Fox, 
and was the primary and favourite objcd of thofe 
aflbciations which had given fuch alarming um- 
brage to Government. In the Lords the opinion 
of the twelve Judges was taken, and was decifive 
againft the bill. The Chancellor and Lord Ke- 
nyon fupported the opinion of the Judges with 
great warmth, but it was ably and fuccefsfully op- 
pofed by Lords Camden, Loughborough, Grcn- 
ville and others. On this triumph of liberty in 
fo critical a junfture, juftice demands from every 
true Briton an honourable teftimony of gratitude 
to the brilliant talents and undaunted and per- 
fevering patriotlfm of that truly conftitutional ad- 
Tocate Mr. Erikine, to whom above any other 
this country owes the invaluable boon. 

Whatever fecret alliance or connexion this 
country may have formed with the continen- 
tal powers againft France, yet the appearance of 
neutrality was kept up. The courts of Vienna and 
Berlin had avowed openly their convention relative 
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to ihc affairs of France, and on the 1 7th of this 
month the Kings of Pruffia and Hungary deli* 
vered a joint declaration to all the nunifters at the 
diet of Ratilbon, excepting thofe of Saxony and 
Hanover; in which they preffed the different 
States of the Empire for their quotas and contribu* 
tions to preferve the empire againft the threatened 
invafions of France. It was ill received, and re. 
ludantly and only in part complied with. 



C H A p. 



i 



( H ) 



CHAPTER III. 



JUNE, 1792. 



CONTENTS. 

Riots in Edinburgh — Burning of Mr. Dundas in effigy 
— Third reading of the National Debt Bill — Tbt 
nature and fate of the New For eft Bill -^ His 
Majefty^s Speech from the Throne — Parliament 
prorogued to the o^oth Auguft — Rejignation of the 
Chancellor — The Seals in Commrffion — Outrages 
committed at Pc^ris on the 20th -^Proclamations in 
conjequence — A projeSed union between the Dijfen^ 
ters and Roman Catholics in Ireland — The policy 
of the Rontan Catholics in conduSling their affairs^ 
and particular^ in fecuring the inter eft ' of Mr. 
Burke. 

HrfVEN the late royal proclamation proved 
ineffeftual in count^radting the popular difcun- 
icnts in North Britain, particularly againft the 
Secretary of State for the ♦iomc Department, On 
the4thoftnis montb^ the day annually allotted 
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for the joyous celebration of his Majefty's birth- 
day, the Lord Provoft and Magiftrates of Edin- 
burgh, apprehenfive that the popularity of the 
Right Honourable Secretary Mr. Dundas would 
not (land the humour of the multitude, which the 
feu de joie and other illuminations that loyalty 
had prepared on this feftive occafion would afTem- 
ble, directed all perfons to keep their fervants, 
apprentices, ^nd workmen within doors on the 
King's birth-day. It had been well known that 
a complete fuit of clothes and all other exter- 
nal ornaments of drefs had been ordered from 
London, to decorate an effigy of the Right 
Honourable Secretary, in the moft fcrupulous 
fimilitude to the original, which they meant to 
commit on this night to the flames. The know- 
ledge of .this circumffance put the magiftrates, 
oiherwife much alarmed at the difcontented fpirit 
of the people, on their guard to provide a larger 
military force than ufual, to fupprefs any riot 
or tumult that might break out on the occafion. 
On the evening of the birth-day, the popu- 
lace became much irritated by the appearance of 
fo many foldiers parading the ftreets, whilft no 
attempts were made to break or interrupt the 
peace of the citJ^ The dragoons galloping 
through the ftreets to difperfe the curious and 
hitherto unoffending multitude increafed their 
numbers; they foon began to fet the military at 
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defiance, though headed by the Lord Provoft 
and other magiftratcs : they drove feveral fenti- 
nels from their pbfts, and burnt their boxes. 
About midnight they difperfed gradually, and 
fourteen of the moft aSive rioters were appre- 
hended and confined in the caftle. On the next 
day fevery appearance of riot having fubfided, 
the dragoons were fent back to their quarters 
about two miles from the town. But in the 
evening a very great mob affembled in the 
neighbourhood of St. George's fquare, whither 
they carried in proceffion the effigy of Mr. 
Secretary Dundas, which they firft hanged, and 
then committed to the flames, amidft the fhouts. 
of the furfounding multitude. They infulted, 
and pelted with ftones and other miffive weapons^ 
both the military and thofe who attempted to 
divert them from their riotous and feditiotis 
purpofes. They had broken all the windows of 
the houfe of the Lord Advocate (Mr. Robert . 
Dundas, the fon-in-law of the Secretary), but 
were forced by the military to defift from their 
apparent intent to demolilh it. Being difperfed 
from this fcene, they foon rallied again in St. ^ 
George's fquare, and had adually begun to 
demolifli the houfe of Mrs. Dundas, the mother 
of the Right Honourable Secretary, when they 
were fired upon by the foldiers, but without any 
cffeft. Upon this they grew more outrageous ; 

G 4 an4 






I 



( 88 ) 

and being perfuaded that the foldiers* mufqucts 
had been charged only with powder, they at- 
tacked them with more aflurance, and with every 
occafional weapon which their fury adminiftered. 
The foldiers upon their fecond fire killed feven 
of the rioters, and wounded feveral. After this 
the mob difperfed without attempting any farther 
outrage. But on the third day in the evening 
they aflembled again in a very riotous manner, 
and began to demolifti the houfc of the Lord 
Provoft in St. Andrew's fquare. They were 
interrupted in their attempt by the timely inter- 
vention of the military, who had the happinefe 
this night of difperfing the rioters without thc^ 
neceffity of firing upon them : they fecured ten 
of the moft adlive among them. On the following 
day the Lord Provoft convened a general meeting 
of the c tizens ; a ftep which had not been taken 
for thirty years before; where feveral refolutions 
were entered ino to preferve the peace of the 
city, which fortunately has never been interrupted 
fince that time. 

This mifguided rabble had, it feems, attributed 
the refufal of the Houfe of Commons to examine 
into the nature of the grievances of their free Bur- 
geifes, after having undertaken to do it, to the 
fole influence of Mr. Secretary Dundas, and had 
therefore pointed their whole refentment againft 
him and his family. An awful trait of the pre- 
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carioufnefs of popular favour. For if a title caii 
be raifed to popularijy, he has the fuper-etninent 
claim unto it whom nature has endo\\red with 
every focial and beneficent difpofition to pleafe 
and gratify, and upon whom fortune has laviftied 
the means of indiJlging it. Since the happy 
deftruftion of the fyftem of favouritifm in this 
country, the rare phenomenon of the concentration 
of fo much royal favour in one individual, as in 
the perfon of Mr. Dundas, has not appeared — 
At one and the fame time Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, Treafurer of the Royal 
Navy, a Lord of Trade and Plantations, and 
the direfting Commiffioner of the Board of 
Control for the management of the affairs of 
the Eaft Indies. The Herculean labour of exe- 
cuting thefe numerous, arduous, and important 
offices is furely more than adequate to the mode- 
rate appointments of 1 6,000 1. which the Right 
Honourable Secretary is faid annually to receive 
from the National Treafury, ]\Iultifarious as were 
the appoirftments of the Duke of Buckingham, 
under James I., the patronage annexed to them 
was infignificant when con)pared to that which 
Mr. Dundas now con^mands^in England, over 
Scotland, and throughout India and all its con- 
cerns and dependencies. But as the political 
exigencies of the .prefent fyftem of Adminiflration 
. fcem to require very ftrong mieafures, it became 
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at ncccflary part of that plan to fupply at kaft tlic 
oftcnfible advifers of them with the fureft means 
of commanding popularity, which atone could 
render them palatable to the nation. 

It has been before remarked, that the oppofition 
uhich the Chancellor had given to Mr. Pitt's 
National Debt Bill had brought oh the neceffity 
qf his refigning the Great Seals of England, When 
that Bill was read a third time in the Hoafe of 
Peers, and was pafled. Lord Rawdon, who with 
Lord Stormont and many others again opf)ofcd 
it as a meafurc of extreme prefumption,- arrogance, 
and inefficiency, faid, " One mifchicvou$ confe- 
•• quence of it the country was already apprifed 
** of, viz. that it had been the means of depriving 
•^ the public of the further ferviccs of the noble 
** and learned Lord on the woolfack, whofe great 
^^ abilities and known integrity had defervedly 
** rendered him the objeft of uniVerfal admiration 
<* and efteem.*' He had not however as yet 
aftually refigned; when his oppofirion to the 
third reading of the New Foreft Bill in the Lords 
precipitated his removal from the woolfack, before 
the Cabinet could negociate for a more accommo- 
dating fucceflbr. . His objeftions againft the Bill 
were, that it had been brought into the Houfc 
without die confent, and militated flrongly againft 
the real interefts of the Crown, at a moment when, 
if ever, the rights and prerogatives of the Crown 
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©«ght, particularly by that Houfe, to be fup- 
portcd i and that it contained feveral claufes of a 
tnifchicvous and unconftitutiohal tendency. This 
New Foreft Bill, which has teen always looked 
upon as the favourite child of Mr. Secretary Rofe, 
was goaded through both Houfes of Parliarhcnc 
tinder the preflure of various and weighty ob- 
jeftions. But the ftrong light in which the Chan- 
cellor and others expofed the lurking defighs 
a^nd anticonftitutional tendency of the Bill on the ' 
third reading, baffled all the views of its perfevering 
parent, and it was no more brought forward* 
Lord Portchcfter concluded his fpeech againft 
the Bill in the Lords, by declaring that his Ma- 
jelly had not proper materials before him: io 
enable him to form a judgment, and give a found, 
ind wife confent to its paffing. But the pro- 
vident Secretary, from his perfonal knowledge of 
the claims of individuals, and the rights of the 
Crown upon the New Foreft, in bringing in the 
* Bill "had given the public too large a credit for 
being as deeply converfant with the fubjeft as 
himfelf* 

On the 15th of the month his Majefty, after 
having given his royal affent to eighteen bills, 
made a gracious Speech from the Throne. In 
our principles of the conftitutional refponfibility 
of Minifters, the King's Speech is'ever confidered 
as that of his Minifter; no wonder then that it . 
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contained fo pompous an eulogy of the National 
Debt Bill, upon which the marked difapprobation 
of the Chancellor had thrown (b muc. difcredit. 
** I have alfo obferved with the utmotl iatisfadion 
*^ the meafures which you hdve adopted for the 
" diminution of the public burthens, while you 
•* have at the fame time made addiriopal provifion 
•^ for the redudlion of the prefent national debt, 
** and eftabliftied a permanent fyftem for pre- 
** venting the dangerous accumulation of debt in 
** future." His Majefty was alfo very emphatic 
in afluring his people, that it WQuld be his prin- 
cipal care to preferve to them the uninterrupted 
bleffings of peace. He then prorogued the 
Parliament to the 30!:h day of the enfuing Anguft, 
After the refolute and pointed difapprobatioh by 
the Chancellor of fome of the favourite meafures of 
Adminillration, it was not to be fuppofed that he 
majority in the Cabinet Ihould any longer expofe 
their plans to the condemnauon of the man, in 
whofe integrity and judgment the nation had ever, 
placed the mod unreferved confidence. The 
Parliament was now prorogued, and no imme- 
diate neceffity arofe for finding out a fucceffor to 
the woolfackj but for the fake of the equity of 
the nation, the Seals could not be kept up in the 
breaft of the Minifter, to await the doubtful clofe 
of the chapter of accidents, or the uncertain 
refult of negociation, till the next meeting of 
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Parliament. Accordingly, on the 15th of the 
month, his Majefty conftitnted Sir James Eyre, 
Sir William Afhhurft, and Sir John Wilfon, Lords 
Coijimiffioners for the cuftody of the Great Seals 
of England. 

The war between France -and Auftria was 
carried on with various fuccefs in Flanders in the 
different fkirmifties which happened, though no- 
thing decifive was even attempted by either party : 
difturbances in the mean time of the moft alarming 
nature copvulfed the capital of France. On the 
' aoch of the month the department of Paris ap^ 
peared at the bar of the National Affembly, and 
informed them, that a multitude of 100,000 
perfons of both fexes, armed with pikes, fwords, 
mufquets, and even artillery, were marching 
towards the Thuilleries. They foon arrived, and ' 
were admitted to the bar of the Aflembly, with 
ten or twelve pieces of cannon. They proceeded 
in order through the body of the Aflembly, to the 
Caroufel in front of the palace, repeating the civic 
oath as they went. Although there was a conli* 
derablc military force in the palace, which could 
well have defended it; yet to avoid confufionr 
and bloodfhed, about four o'clock the gates of the 
palace were thrown open, and immediately all the 
apartments were filled with the mob to the number 
of more than 40,000. They placed the red cap 
of liberty upon the head of the King, forced him to 
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drink oqf of si bottle to the health of the Natioiv 
2|ttd groi^ly infuUed him by the mod infolent and 
audacious queflions> afluring him that be (hould 
not long enjoy his pretended right to excrcife the 
vifo. The Queen on this trying occafion be- 
fcavcd with a dignified condefccnfion, that extorted 
from the mob a refped and deference which was 
neither cxpefted nor intended,. The Mayor of 
Farisy with much difSculty, cleared the apart- 
ments about nine o^clock of the fame night, with* 
QUt any further outrage having been committed. 
€>n the zid [lis' Majefty publiibed a procla- 
mation concerning the tranfadtions of the 20th ; in 
which be fpiritedly reprefented to the Nation, that 
a mifguided mob had, with artillery, ruihed into 
the. guard-room of the palace, broken open the 
doors of his apartments with axes, and endeavoured 
to extort from him his ^ntftion to two decrees, 
which he had conftitutionally refufed to give ; 
that; though he were ready to facrifice his perfonal 
repofc, yet he never would facrifice his duty, and 
was refolved to his laft breath to afford the Con- 
ftitute4 Authorities an example of courage and 
£rmnef$, which could alone fave the empire. 
This was followed by a cold proclamation from 
Petion, the Mayor of Paris, declaring that the 
laws ought to be refpefted virhich prohibited the 
meetings, of armed citizens^^ No enquiry was 

jK)weycr inftituted re^ofting the authors or the 
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perpetrators of thefe outrages. The Impunity of 
fuch public oflfenders befpcaks loudly the wcaknefs 
or the malice of the magiftracy. 

Jn the courfe of this month fome feriou$ efibrt$ 
were made in Ireland^ to eftabliih a political 
union between the body of Diffenters and that o( 
the Roman Catholics, The former .were highly 
indignant at the general fyftem of government 
that had been carried on for years in that king- 
dom ; the latter had long groaned under the 
galling preffure of the fevereft code of penal laws 
that had ever difgraccd a Chriftian legiflature, and 
they had been recently wounded by the mod . 
humiliating rejedion of their petition to Parlia- 
ment to be admitted to * a participation of the 
eleftive franchife. Though the fpiritual (doc- 
trines of the Ptelbyterian and the Roman Ca- 
tholic widely differ from each other; yet fuch 
fortunately was their due fenfe of the difference 
between civil and religious obligations, fuch their 
improved ideas of the Britifh (or Irifh) Conflitu- 
lion, that one common view, one common intereft, 
led them on to almoft an * enthufiaftic co-opera* , 
tion in emancipating their country. They had 
both learned their rcfpedive parts of Mr, Grattan's 
political aphorifra, That the Irijh Protejiant Jbould 
never ie free^ until the IriJh Catholic Jbould ceafe to 
beajlave. In the prefent fituation of the Britifli 
empire, and under the exifting circumftanccs of 
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the Irifli nation, the difcontent and confequent 
irHtation of three out of four millions of its inha- 
bitants became an objedt of ferious alarm to 
Government, efpecially when there was a profpeft 
6f the body of the Diffentcrs coalefcing with this 
bulk of the nation. Such a coalition could not fail 
to give regular, preconcerted, and perhaps deep- 
planned movements to a body of men roofed into 
action merely by the forenefs of their prefent fufFcr- 
ings. There were not wanting men of folid thought, 
ftrong reafoning, and unfhaken determination to in- 
ftil into this vaft mafs of people, awaking fromalong 
lethargy of inaftion and wretchednefs, the pleafing 
and felf-convincing verities, that a free nation cannot 
be taxed that is not reprefented, nor bounden by 
laws in the framing of which they do not concur. 
By what particular mancieuvre the coalition was 
for the prefent warded off, I cannot trace. Go- 
vernment was certainly very anxious to prevent it, 
though nothing I believe contributed fo much 
towards it, as the very warm part which the Dif- 
fenters openly took in the fucceffes of the French 
Revolutionifts, and theundifguifedpredileftion that 
fome of their lefs confiderate affociates profeffed 
for a republican form of government. Thcfe 
fentiments daggered the generality of the Roman 
Catholics, the extent of whofe views went only 
to be admitted to an equal (hare of the exifting 
conftitution of government, from which they were 
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excluded s but in no fhape to lend their aflidance 
to change or demoiifh it^ much lefs to frame a 
new one upon any other foundation. 

The addrefs and policy with which the Irifh 
Roman Catholics condufted their elForts in every 
ftage to procure their freedom, have ever appeared 
to me truly admirable. They were fully fenfible 
that the frantic exceffes of the French revolution- 
ifts, and the unwarrantable exertions of their imi« 
tators and abettors within thefe kingdoms^ had 
raifed an infuperable bar at this time to every ex-^ 
tenfion of liberty by way of reform or redrefs. 
They were fully aware that Mr. Burke had 
founded the alarm, and fortified and armed the 
benevolence of Government againft the defperate enter^ 
prijes of innovation. * ^hat he did not dijcern bow 
tbe prejent time came to he fo very favourable to ail 
exertions in tbe caufe of freedom: And they were 
too obferving not tq remark the influence which 
Mr. Burke's books ^nd principles had lately pro- 
duced upon the nation. They therefore -mofl; 
judicioufly committed the management of their 
concerns to Mr. Burke, jun. in order to fecure 
through their agent the advice and the counte- 
nance and the lupport of the father. Their moft 
fanguine expeftancies were gratified. They be- 
came exempted from his general ban and anathema 

^ • Refledlonsy p. 79« 
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fcgainft innovators and reformers. And he war 
fatisficd that the doftrines which the Ronam. 
Catholics applied to their own cafe, though wide tn 
their principles^ were not meant to he carried further 
than they at firfi pretended. In a word, he wrote a 
moft liberal, ingeniousi and eloquent letter 
te his friend Sir Hercules Langrifhe, upon 
the reafonablcnefs of the Roman Catholics' claim 
to the eledive franchife ; to the efFefts of which 
letter perhaps under God, that body of his 
countrymen owe the portion of liberty which 
they now enjoy. Thus fecured under the im- 
penetrable Mgis of Mr. Burke's fandion, from 
any imputation of Gallic democracy in their 
efforts to procure their emancipation, they took 
the great work in hand, and proceeded in it with 
prudence, caution, and energy. They were 
gracioufly abfolved from the neceffity, in this 
inftance, of adopting the credence or following 
the example of their conductor and protestor. 
They could not like him ** really think they 
lived in a free country \ nor conftdtr the treqfure 
tf their liberty y rather as a pojfeffton to bi 
fecured, than as a prize to be contended for. 
The meafures which in this contention they 
purfued, will make thfe fubjeiSt of future pages, . 
as they may occur in their refpedtive time and 
•rder. 

♦ Refledioni, p. 79, 
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XF an unufaal continuance of peace; if an un- 
interrupted enjoyment of power j if the unlimit- 
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ed confidence of the fovereign and the people ; if 
the daily increafing commerce, the brilliant ter* 
mination of a fuccefsful war ; if the very diftreffes 
of our neighbours give additional ftrength to the 
arm of Government, they redouble alfo the ob- 
ligation of Minifters to fecure to the Nation, if 
not an increafe, at lead the continuance of the 
bleflings which naturally flow from them. 

Advices were during this month received of the 
fignal viftory gained by Lord Cornwallis over Tip- 
poo Sultan, which produced overtures of peace 
from the latter : a ceflation of arms between the 
two armies was fettled, and guaranteed by the 
tranfmiflion of the two 'fons of Tippoo to Lord 
Cornwallis as hoftagcs : by the definitive treaty of 
peace, three crores and thirty lacks of Sicca rupees 
were agreed to be paid to the allies, and one half 
of die dominions which were in the poffeflion of 
Tippoo at the commencement of the war, were 
ceded to the allies adjacent to their refpedive 
boundaries and agreeably to their eleftion. Thefe 
conceffions were infifted upon and accepted by 
Lord Cornwallis as cffeftual to preferve the future 
peace of India from being interrupted by Tippoo 
or any other power. 

The political fituation of France at this time 
draws our attention to a vaft variety of circum- 
ftances, that in their confequences involve the 
deareft interefts of our own and every other king- 
dom 
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dom of Europe, She was hitherto only engaged 
in war againft the Emperor. But the principles, 
or rather politics, which have fincc produced the 
general federacy againft France, were from hence- 
forth working a filent, though violent cffeft. The 
French forefaw the gathering ftorm, and adopted 
vigorous meafures to refift it. The legillatlvc 
body pafled a fet form of decrees, for arming the 
kingdom whenever it fliould be in danger, as 
they declared it then. was. The King addrefled a 
letter to the National Aflcmbly to exhort them 
to internal peace and harmony, as the fure means 
of repelling the hoftile attacks of any foreign 
enemies^ He fent a formal notification to all the 
powers of Europe, by which he difavowed and 
protefted againft all the ads which the French 
princes had done in his nan^, as to making loans 
of money, entering into negociations with foreign 
courts, and levying troops. He profeflTed his at- 
tachment to the Conftitution, which he had freely 
accepted and fworn to defend, and afllired them 
of his determination to make ufe of all the force 
put into his hands againft the enemies of France, 
whatever pretexts might be employed to countc- 
lo^ce the armed affemblies of the emigrants, or 
to fupport them in their hoftile proceedings. The 
minifter foon after announced to the afleqibly the 
confederacy of Vienna and Berlin againft their 
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country, and that they would foon be attacked hf 
an army of 150,000 men. 

France had on every occafion fince the com- 
mencement of its revolution up to this period, 
expreffed the moft anxious folicirude to prefcrve 
a good underftanding with this country. Nor were 
there any terms fo humiliating or harfli to which 
(he did not ever appear ready to fubmit, in order to 
cnfure this grand and primary objeA. Nothing 
can be more emphatically expreffive of thefe fen- 
timents, than the note which M. de Chauvelin 
prefentcd upon this fubje6t to Lord Grenville ; in 
which, for preferving the tranquillity of Europe, 
which would never be interrupted if France and 
England united to maintain it, the King of the 
French urges his Biitannic Majefty zealoufly to 
employ his good offices with his allies, to prevent 
them from granting to the enemies of France, di* 
really or indirectly, any affiftance. He complains 
of the mcafures taken by the court of Vienna to en- 
gage the Pruffians in a quarrel foreign from their 
interefts, and intimates that fimilar attempts were 
fuccefsfully made upon the republic of Holland. 
He further complains of the menaces employed 
to draw the different members of the Germanic 
body from that prudent neutrality, which their 
political lituation and their deareft interefts pre- 
icribc to them; and of the engagements taken 
with the different fovcreigns of Italy to determine 
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fiicm to commence hoftilities againft France : he 
laments the intrigues which have armed Ruffia 
againft the Conftitution of Poland, and which an- 
nounce a great confpiracy againft all free States, 
that threatens inevitably to plunge Europe into a 
general war. He invites him to employ in his 
wifdom, and in the plenitude of his influence, the 
means compatible with the independence of the 
French Nation, to'ftop whilft yet it might be ef- 
fefted the progrcfs of this combination, which 
threatens equally the peace, the liberty, and 
the happinefs of Europe, and particularly to 
prevent from acceding to this combination, 
'thofe of his allies, whom they may wilh to draw 
into it, or even thofe, who may already have been 
engaged in it by fear, artifice, and the different 
pretexts of a policy equally falfe and deteftable. 

Whatever favourable difpofition our court 
might have felt towards the general armed confc- 
deracy, which it may ftill have thought prudent 
to difTemble, a lefs fatisfaftory anfwer could not 
have been given to M. de Chauvelin's note. The 
rawcft novice in politics will perceive an obvious 
•difference between the interference with the in- 
ternal affairs of an independent ftate, and the in- 
termediation of a third power to prevent or dofe 
a rupture between coiitending fovereigns. The 
-former as evidently incroaches upon the rights 
mid independence, of other fovereigns, as the l^t^ 
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ter acknowledges and recognizes them. The on« 
ly fatisfadtion however attempted to be given to 
this official note^ was> *' That the fame fenti« 
** ments which engaged his Majefty not to inter- 
** fere with the internal affairs of France, equally 
*^ tended to induce him to refpeft the rights and 
*^ jndependance of other fovereigns, and particu- 
** larly thofe of his allies/* This evafive anfwec 
to the French ambaflador fu3iciently befpbke the 
approbation with which England viewed the mea- 
fures of its allies againft France. 

It has not hitherto and perhaps never will be 
certainly known to the public what the direft and 
full purport was of that convention which was 
holden at Pilnitz in the courfe of the year 1 790. 
I (hall hazard no conjefturesi but (hall conclude 
that where I fee a vaft federative combination of 
great powers againft France, it moft have been 
formed at the only meeting which has taken place 
between the leading members of that confederacy, 
who from that time have co-operated in no other 
public meafures than in thofe which they have 
purfued againft France. 

The late Emperor Leopold finifhed his (hort 
reign by almoft a fudden .death on the firft of 
March. Grievous fufpicions of French poifon 
had alfo been entertained upon his death at fo 
very critical a moment; but an authentic narra* 
tive of his cafe did away that impreffion» He 
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was fucceeded by his fon Francis !• who was 
proclaimed Emperor at Frankfort on the 5th of 
July. The firft ad of his reign was to declare 
his cordial acceffion to the treaty of Pilnitz ; an4 
from henceforth the courts of Vienna and Berlia 
joined in public hoftilities againft FranccJ. 

The court of Vienna publifhed a declaration or 
xnanifefto of the reafons which induced her to take 
up arms againft France. The firft of thefe regard- 
ed the nature of the protedion afforded to the 
emigrants^ which through mifreprefentation had 
given much umbrage to France. The next touch- 
ed that fpirit of anarchy and violence now reigning 
in France, of which it had become neceffary for 
a concert of princes to check the progrefs, in or- 
der to oppofe the introduction of it into their 
ilates. That it depended on thofe who reign at 
prefent over France to make this concert ceafe 
immediately, by refpeding, the tranquillity and 
rights of other powers, and to guarantee the ejfenm 
tial bafts of the French monarchical farm of Govern'^ 
ment againft the infringements of violence and 
anarchy. That France had fent an army of one 
hundred and thirty thonfand men to the borders 
of the Auftrian Netherlands, whilft Auftria had 
not even ten thoufand men to defend them. 
In a word, that whilft France was loudly com- 
plaining (without reafon) of other powers for in- 
terfering in the confequences of their new Con*« 
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ftitution, they were endeavouring to fubvert an 
Governments by fpreading all over Europe fe- 
duftion and infurreftion. 

The King of Pruffia alfo publiftied an expo- 
lition of the reafons which had determined him to 
take up arms againft France. His manifefto was 
more difFufc than that of Auftria, and entered 
more particularly into the fuppreffion and inva- 
iion of the rights and poffeffions of the German 
princes of Alfacc and Lorrain, and the violation of 
the treaties that united France to the German 
Empire, It particularly noticed the mifchievous 
confequcnccs of propagating antimonarchical prin- 
ciples ; and that the unprovoked attack of his 
ally the King of Hungary and Bobernia in his 
Belgic provinces, he looked upon as an invafion 
of the German Empire by French troops, and con* 
fequently as an unequivocal declaration of war by 
France againft his ally, with whom he had en* 
tercd into a defe;nfive alliance, 

Thefe ads or manifcftocs of the allied powers pro* 
duced a confidcrablc fermentation at Paris. The 
country was publicly declared to be in danger; 
and the moft vigorous meafures were immediately 
adopted to recruit the army and ftrengthen the 
frontiers. A royal proclamation was publiQied, 
which fet forth in a very ftrong light the dangers 
"to which the country was expofed. The con- 
sequence Was a profufion of volunteers and re^ 
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cruits of all ages and qualities pouring down up- 
on the frontiers with the ardour of the moft frantic 
cnthufiafm. 

It is well known that Coblentz was the general 
rendezvous of all the French emigrants. Here 
they had affemblcd to the number of near twenty 
thoufand ; and the King of Pruffia on His arrival 
was received as their faviour. The natural viva- 
city of the French difpofition had already antici- 
pated the redudion of their country to the un- 
limited power of their. former monarch, and the 
whole ancient order of things. The reigning 
• Duke of Brunfwick had the command of the com- 
bined armies which were deftined for the great 
^nterprife of invading France. But before he 
began his march from Coblentz, in order that the 
whole world ftiight fully know the views and fpirit 
of his glorious miflion, he pUbliftied a declaration 
or manifefto in his own name j in which he firft 
generally recapitulated the reafons which had in- 
duced the Emperor and the King of Pruffia to 
combine their forces againft France. *' To thefc 
*^ high interefts," fays he, *^ is added another im- 
" portant objeft> and which both fovereigns have 
♦* moft cordially in view, which is to put an end to 
^*, that anarchy which prevails in the interior jpart» 
^* of France ; to put a flop to the attacks made on 
^^ the throne and the altar 5 and reftore to the 
V king his le^itimA,te power, &cc^\ Then, as corh- 
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mander in chief of the two armies^ he difavowt 
any pretence to enrich theixifelves by conqueft; 
and difclaims ^ intention to meddle with the inter • 
nal Government of France. But in cafe of their 
making any refiflance when fummoned to furren- 
der, or when attacked ; or of their not' preventing 
conflagrations, murders, and pillage ; or of their 
removing the King and Royil Family from Paris ; 
or of their attempting to force or infult the palace 
of the Thuilleries ; or of their offering the leaft 
violence or outrage to their Majeflies or the Royal 
Family : then does he fulminate' his malediAions 
upon the devoted land; he denounces inftant 
death to the rebels taken in arms ; decapitation 
and confifcation to the members of the depart- 
ments* diftrids^ and municipalities ; military ex« 
ccution to the members of the national aflfembly, 
magiflratesj, and all the inhabitants of Paris ; and 
total deftruftion to their guilty city. 

Notwithftanding the raging fiercenefs of this 
thundering menace, the Duke of Brunfwick waa^ 
ftili haunted with the reproaching qualms of lenity ; 
and before a fymptom of the efFefts of his firfl: 
manifefto could be perceived, in lefs than forty- 
eight hours he fends forth a fecond to confirm and 
heighten the terror of the firfl ; declaring befides, 
** that if, contrary to all expeftation, by the perfidy 
** or bafenefs of fome inhabitants of Paris, the 
*' King, the Queen ^ or any other perfon of the 
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«^ Royal Family (hould be carried off from that 
*< city, all the places and towns whatfoever which 
*' /hall not have oppofed their paffage, and (hall 
*^ not have flopped their proceedings, (hall incur 
« the fame puniftiments as thofe inflifted on the 
«^ inhabitants of Paris, and their route* (hall be 
^^ marked with a feries of exemplary puni(h< 
^* ments juftly due to the authors and abettors of 
^* crimes for which there is no remiflion*" 

However carefully the different parties to the 
convendon of Pilnitz conceal from the eyes of 
curiolity and of intereft, the origin, bafis, and 
fprings that fet the vaft federative machine in mo* 
tion, yet cannot the public be blind to the mea- 
fores they have adlually purfucd, nor ought the 
faithful annalift to lofe fight of the principles 
upon which they profefs to have entered into the 
federacy, upon which they boaft of having under*^ 
taken and continued a mofl deflxudive war, and 
upon which they have fucceeded in engaging this 
conntry, as well as mod other powers of Europe, 
in the fatal alliance. Truth and jultice are never 
at variance. All parties difavow the right, and 
difclaim the intention of interfering with the in« 
ternal Government of France ; and in the fame 
breath they infift upon the abolition of that change 
in their internal Government which the Nation 
had called for, and which the King himfelf had 
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Accepted and confirmed by oath. TKey didatK 
the mode and place in which thcfe alterations arc 
to be brought about, or new arrangements formed 
in the internal Government of the kingdom. They 
threaten to enforce the execution of their inter* 
fering mandates, not by the flow, cold, and in- 
efficient procefs of criminal law ; but by the bold 
energy of military juftice, by the fummary and in- 
difcriminate deftruftion of whole bodies, munici- 
palities, towns, cities, departments, and provinces. 
No difavowal of thefe principles has as yet been 
attempted by the confederated powers. Their 
inability indeed to reduce them to praftice has 
been fufficiently manifefted. They boaft of their 
meritorious aid in affifting to check the confufioa 
and fupprefs the anarchy of France. Thus did 
certain confederated powers force their officious 
fervices upon Poland in 1773^ to heal the fufFer- 
ings of that diftrafted kingdom ; and they gene- 
roufly rewarded their own meritorious interference 
by the difmemberment and partition of a great 
part of Uiat unfortunate empire. 

Great Britain had not hitherto appeared upon 
the ft^e in this eventful tragedy : her part, in- 
tended to be the principal and moft interefting 
of the piece, was cautioufly referved for the latter 
fcenes of the cataftrophe : yet had the prompter 
(perhaps imprudently and prematurely) divulged 

too 
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too much of the fpirit and intrigue of the plot i 
^ ^^ If ever a foreign prince enters into France, hi 
** muft enter it as into a country of ajfajfms. Tbf 
** moJe of civilized war will not be praSfi/edj nor are 
^^ the French^ who a£l upon the prefent Jyfiem^ en-- 
^* titled to expeSi it. All war which is not battle^ 
** will be military execution, ^is will beget ails of 
** retaliation from yoh ; and every retaliation will 
*' beget a new revenue. The bell- bounds of war on 
•^ all fides will be uncoupled ond unmuzzled'' When 
a criminal is forewarned that there can be no re- 
miffion for his crime, his remaining hberty will of 
courfe he ufed to ward off the threatened execu- 
tion : he will be lefs delicate in the future means 
of felf-prcferration than he had been in contract- 
ing the original guilt. What lofs of blood have 
not thefe fatal menaces occafioned in France ! 

Notwithftanding the Burgeffes of the royal 
Scotch Burghs had failed in their late attempts 
to bring their grievances under the confidcration 
of the legiflature, they could not thus abandon 
a caufe which they knew to be founded in truth 
and therefore entitled to juftice. The fteady per- 
feverance of confcious reftitude is powerfully 
operativei The delegates from the different 
Burghs had met and deliberated for feveral days 
upon the fubjeft at Edinburgh, The cool and 

♦ Letter to a Member of the National Aflembly, p. 45. 
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conftitutional fpirit with which they proceeded in 
this grand work, was a moft exemplary pattern 
for all perfons labouring under grievances from 
which they think themfelves entitled to be fi:eed» 
On the 26th of tbe rnonth they thought proper 
to publifh to the world at large the real views 
and motives for their undertaking to- bring about 
this neceflary reform in the Burghs : they were 
juftly indignant at being reprefented (as the 
faihion had become) as turbulent and feditious 
jnen, aiming at the fubverfion of Government 
and the deftruftion of the Conftitution. *« The 
** Convention,"' they fay, ** of Burgefles met for 
**^ the purpofe of obtaining from the wifdom and 
** juftice of the Britifh legiflature a reform in the 
** internal government of the royal Burghs of 
*' Scotland, think it their duty at this time to de- 
*« clare, that they entertain the moft loyal attach- 
ment to our moft gracious Sovereign and his 
illuftrious family, the deepeft fcnfe of the fupe- 
'^ rior excellence of the Britilh Conftitution, to 
^^ maintain for ever the principles on which it is 
** eftabliflied, and to defend it from every inno- 
*' vat ion by which it may in the flighteft degree 
•* be hurt or injured." 

In this and the preceding months addreffes up- 
on the late proclamation were poured in from 
moft counties, boroughs and towns in the king- 
dom. For a great part of this month a flying 
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camp of about five thoufand men was kept up 
on and about Bagfhot-Heath. The Duke of Rich-- 
mond, who had projefted the fcheme^ was the 
commander in chiefs and (ignalized himfelf in this 
army by his attention to the difcipline of the 
men and the feverity of the fer vice which he 
made them undergo during this (hort campaign* 
It had been originally intended to have formed 
this camp before the 14th of the months which 
was the anniverfary of the French federation 5 but 
whether it were apprehended, that fuch an ap« 
pearance would argue an expedtancy^ and there- 
fore enfure fome riot or difturbance on that day, 
or that the ncccflary camp equipage and other 
preparations were ftill incomplete, the day paffed 
oVir without a (hadow of turbulence throughout 
rtie'ndtton. The expences of this encampment to 
the nation exceeded one hundred thoufand pounds^' 
TheCabittet muft have known how near we were to 
SLti aftual war, and were confequcn'tly impreflcd 
witha due fenfe of the advantages of mancEUvring 
five thoufand inen'for a fortnight to prepare thttn 
f?)r aft Hal fervice, and to inure them to the hard- 
fhips of a* (ibntinental campaign by anticipating 
fome of the more common wants of water and 
jorher nfefceflaties on the arid heath of Baglhoc. 
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riATEVER may have been the particular 
ftipulations of the different contrtfting parties in 
the convention of Pilnitz, it is certain that the 
bafis of their agreement muft have been fome gene- 
ral and fundamental principle in which they all 
concurred. The Kipg of Pruffia is openly ac- 
knowledged to have been a principal party in that 
federacy : the Czarina was alfo known to have ac- 
ceded to it, though Qie had as yet taken no public 
meafure which unequivocally befpoke her en- 
gagement. It is a fair dedudion then^ that a prin- 
ciple of aftion in which both thefe powers have 
openly joined, fo far from militating againft the 
fpiric of tnat .convention, adually made an effen- 
tial part of that formidable and hitherto myfteri- 
ous concert of Princes. For the credit of the 
caufe and the honour qf the reigning fovereigns of 
Europe let it be prefumed, that no principles 
againft the increafe or ftability of civil freedom 
formed the bafis of that confederacy. Yet the 
lamentable cafe of the virtuous Polanders over- 
powers the mind with awful hefitation. The fub- 
fcrtption which was fet on foQt about this time in 
England for the fupport of the Polifli Revolution, 
juftifies my introducing the fubjeft ; though this 
country has as yet taken fto public ftep either to 
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present or. Mfure thdr fubjugation to a fikretgn 
yoke. The Kbcrality of Britotis^ to:wardl^ their 
diftant brethen ftruggling in this glorious caufc 
of civil freedom befpeaks a s^eal for liberry, A^hich 
oqght to be cheriibed and encouraged as the very. 
njuleus. oi the Britifli Conftitution, The views of: 
the Conventioners at Piipitas probably extended^ 
to all Europe» though they have hitherto. be^ myfr 
teriouily kept behind the curtala^. The a&oai: 
deftruftioa , of the Polifti. Cortftiqjtionj.mxd.the- 
powerful pfforts to cruihthat of France^ tooibrm^^ 
ly.befpeak an intention or a wifh to weakeit and. 
deftroy every Conftitution which might ci^oy a 
larger. pprti.Qrv * of freedom^ than thefe federated 
fovereigns we/e- difpofed' to meafure out to the 
multitude^ , 

JEven the couoter-revoluttonary Mr* Burke hat 
done juftice to the glorious event of the Poliflb 
Revolution. * " Here was a; ftace of things^ 
** which f<?etwd to invite and might perhaps juf* 
** tify bold enterprifes and defperate experiment. 
But in^ what manner was this chaos brought 
into order > The means were as ftriking- to the* 
imagination as fatisfadory to the reafon and" 
•* foothing^ to. the moral fentiments- In ccMem* 
<* plaung that ^change humanity has every thii^ 
•^ to rejoice and to glory in.5 nothing to be alhatn^ 

* Appeal, p, 10^. 
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•• ««d rf,. nothing to foffer : fo fer ais it is gWie, It 
*' |)Fotttibly -is the raoft ^joite '^hd iefecated public 
*f gead^ whicb «vcr has 'been conferred on man- 
^* rfcinfl.** Scarcely had Poland and its patriotic 
ftwcFeign begun to tdfte the -bleffings of t'heir hap* 
py regeneration, when the imperiotis Catherine, 
-without a 'ftiadow of pretence (unlefe from the 
approximation of liberty, whidi (he never meant 
€0 admit into iber •empire), invades tlie republic 
with an aitmy of fiattty thoufand men, and 
tbwacens to back them ilj cafe erf" refiftance -with 
an additional force of ninety thoufand. The 
Polafldcrs Jiot conceivi'ng Vhai the internal regula- 
tion rf thicir GoTetnmcnt <x)U'id afford aiiy pre- 
tence to a foreign power to make war upon them, 
an4 having no hoftile defrgns open any of tbeir 
ne^hbours, had totally Degleded even to think of 
warlike preparations^ Encouraged however by 
their iruly heroic prince, they made a moft refo-- 
lute ftand t^ainft tbdfo defpotic invaders, and un- 
;der a great inferiority of numbers and difcipline 
g^oed fome very itgnal and briiUant advantages. 
The Ki«ig however finding the conteft to be fo 
very unequal, was unwilling to opprefs his be- 
loved fubjefis for xcfources^ which now began to 
fail him. That fame benevolent difpoiitioh which 
had prompted him to co-operate in the Revolu- 
tion, now urged him to fpare the ffuitlefs effu- 
£cn of his fubjeds' blood ; he fummoned a coun- 
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tcil of all the Deputies that were then at Wsa&vff 
and communicated to them the laft difpatches 
from the Emprefs, which peremptorily infilled up- 
on abfolute and unqualified fubmiifion. He par- 
ticularly grounded th^ neceffity of their fubmittin^ 
upon the unprovoked but irrefiftiblc union of 
Auftria and PruSia with Ruffia to fubdue, if not 
to difmcmber and divide their kingdom. From 
henceforth that unfortunate country was degraded 
iigain into her former flavery, and may thence- 
forth be looked upon as a province tQ the Ruffian 
Empire. 

Since Great Britain is now in alliance with 
Pruffia, it will be hrghly proper to remark that 
Ihe had alfo entered into a defenfive alliance 
with Poland fo lately, as on the 23d of April 
1790: by which it had been expreflly ftipulat- 
cd, ^^ That the contrafting parties ftiould do all 
" in their power to guarantee and prefervc to 
** each other reciprocally the whole of the territo- 
•* ries which each other then poffefled. That in 
'* cafe of menace or invafion from any foreign 
power they (hould affift each other with their 
whole force if lieceffary. That if any foreign 
*' power whatever (hould prefume to interfere in 
** the internal affairs of Poland, bis Pruffian Ma- 
*< jcfty (hould confider this as a cafe falling with- 
*' in the meaning of the alliance, and (hould afSft 
*^ the republic according to the tenor of the forego- 
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^* ing article, that is, with his whole force.*^ • It 
will be readily fuppofed that Poland upon the 
firft intimation of hoftilities claimed from the 
court of Berlin the performance of a treaty fo 
recently entered" into with the exprefs view of up* 
•holding the Conftitution, which they were thea 
framing. But his Pruffian Majefty in anfwer to their 
iapplication told them that the treaty was dated 
previous to the new Conftitution, which had efta- 
blifhed a new order of things, and that therefore 
he held himfelf abfolved from his engagement. . 
It interefts us alfo to know, that his Pruffian Ma- 
jefty had been confidentially confulted about the 
formation of the new Conftitution of Poland, and 
that he had aftually fuggefted and recommended 
fome of the obnoxious afts which the Emprefs 
complained of in her declaration againft the Poles. 
And that when the new Conftitution of Poland 
was propofed to his Majefty he gave not the 
flighteft intimation that the new ordsr of things 
would diffolve his alliance : fo far from it, that on 
the 17th of May 1791, Mr. Goltz the charge 
des affaires from Berlin was commiffioned formal* 



♦ Thofe who juftify our prefent war againft France by the 
refped we owe to treaties, will do well ,tb examine, what by 
treaties we are bounden to do for Poland and Dantzic, partica^ 
larly as to the prote6Ung and preferving them whole and entire, 
&c. Fide Treaty of Oliva, and thofe of 1436, 1474, 1631, 
^^ih }^S9* 1707, 1725, &c. 
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ly to announce to his Polilh Majefty the King of . 
Prut's entire approbation of the new arjcange*- 
ment in Poland. In the federative fpirit of thi^ 
age of open and fecret alliances, the aptitude of 
.the coi^tradling parties to perforin their engage- 
snents is not the lad nor the leaft objeft of diplo- 
xnatic attention. 

In tracing the iafts and events whic.h naturally 
arrcft the obfcrvation of an hiftorian, it beconics 
iirequently ncceflary to recall the attention of hif 
reader to tJie fpirit and principles from which they 
proceed. In the beginning of this mopth, Europe 
beheld more than three hundred t^bufand men in 
the field, with t;he avowed v^ew of fupporting or 
fubverting the Revolution of prance. It muft be 
^remembered at the fame time that the Government 
of France ^as founded upon a limited monarchy. 
That this iitu^tion of France had given rife to the 
Conventio^i of Pilnitz, excited the philippics of 
Mr. Bur)ce ; and the indignation and execration 
pf this country againft that fyftem, armed Pru0ia 
and the Empire, and cemented mginy private con- 
federacies amidft fubordinate powers, which tb$ 
uncertainty of the grand iflue flill keeps locked 
up in prudential fecrtcy# 

No fooner was the manifefto of the Duke of 
Brnnfwick received in Paris, than immediately 
the King wrote a letter to the National Aflembly 
expreijivc of his furprife and contempt of the per* 4 
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formance, of his, general love of p«cc, Jiis ^ccc 
Uttjptchment to the Coafl:itutiop> and .his.diet^q|iipc4 
rcfolution to oppofe the hoftile efforts .of the com-? 
Ipined powders. The mifchievous effects. of nhis 
manifefto upon France are without meafujie or 
calculation. The letter was read in the AflJ^blyi 
aocl a motiqn for fending it to jthc eighty-thr^jc d^r 
partcne.Ats was rejedted. }t was urged by Ifnar4 
j^d Thujriot to he a oiafs of falfehaod and infirvr 
cerity, and that, in thcprefent jmoo^eot of ^larrn 
fuid danger, his tnown .duplicity ought not to be 
triifted. At this moment w^ere adowted to th^ 
Jmr of the Affenibly the Envoys from the Comr 
monaky of Paxis, mth Petipn at their head^ who 
demanded, i;i .the name of the fprty-dglit lei^io^s, 
that the King fliould be excluded frojna the throes, 
^i;id that the A^anagement of aSairs during, 4he inr 
terregnum Qipuid be entrufted to refponSble laji- 
Difterjs^ .until a new King fbould beele49:€4 by 4 
National Convention. He recapitul^ited every cif-. 
<:umftan<:e, from the beginning of the ReK^olutioa, 
t^iat could render the King odious ^nd fufpcftcd 
by the Nation: that he too had taken a pant 
againft them in the Convention of Pilnitz, and 
was indefatigable in his attempts to bring about ^ 
counter-revolution. His fpeech, which w^ ia 
writing, was delivered in to tlie Prcfident ; but 
the Aflembly earner to no refolution upon it. In 
ihe evening of ilie fame day, the King fent to ac^ 
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quaint the Affembly that the Eleftor of Cologne 
and the Duke of Wirtemburgh had joined the 
armed confederacy. 

On the enfuing day (Augufl: 4th) the marine 
committee demanded that thirty-three (ail of the 
line fhould be put into commiffion, in cpnfequencjc 
of the reports of a Britifh armament. But the 
Affembly reiefted the application, thinking it un« 
wife to provoke Great Britain to hoftilities, after 
(he had fo recently renewed her affurances of neu- 
trality to their ambaffador. A fleet at feaand a 
camp in time of peace are not very ufnal fights in 
England : however, the Cabinet of Saint James 
fpoke peace; and the ruling power in France 
gave ready credit to whlat it earneftly wiftied. The 
Jacobins had now acquired a decided afcend- 
ancy over the mob, and they were refolved to 
profit of the exifting circumftances to cruQi all the 
conftituted powers. This may with propriety be 
called the opening fcene of that dreadful tragedy 
of blood and horrbrs, the final cataftrophe of 
which we fWl look up to with (huddering dread. 
Without flying out with Mr. Burke into enthufi- 
aftic execrations of the new Conftitution of France, 
it muft be allowed that the fmall portion of power 
allotted ty it to the fupreme executive power, 
was but ill calculated to enfure permanency to fo 
vaft a machine. The wiJh and defign of ruining 
the benevolent and ill-fated Louis XVI. could 
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but proceed from the foul malice of the mur- 
derous Jacobins ; but a prime intent of this Hif- 
tory is to examine bow far the conduft of the 
concerted princes may have provoked, forwarded, 
multiplied, and prolonged the barbarous enormi- 
ties of thofe cruel men. Infulung to humanity 
would be the feeling for the fufFerers of the prefent 
calamities, which was not adive in bringing about 
a fpeedy and lafting end to their miferies. 

All the meafures of the Jacobin party in France 
have been jplanned with the moft artfur precau- 
tions, as they have been executed with the moft 
ferocious refolutenefs. Whatever may have been 
the principles or the plans of the princes fettled at 
Pilnitz, we are now to look for their effedts in the 
, open and concerted meafures of the leading par- 
ties of that convention. The unfortunate Louis 
had been unaccountably (if not bafely) abandoned 
by the bulk of the French nobility, who had 
embodied and embarked openly with the combin- 
ed powers againft France. Whatever remained 
of refpedability in the nation, if they did not, 
* like the emigrant nobility, wifh for the complete 
reftitution.of the ancient delpotifm, yet they were 
more fanguine to give permanency to a Conftitu- 
tioh, which (hould enfure them a limited and he- 
reditary monarchy in the perfon of their beloved 
fovereign. Thefe latter were more formidable 
to the Jacobins than the former. Both the Emi- 
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(grants and Conftitutionaliftsj though they cordi* 
ally defpifed and execrated each other^ yet 
agreed in the common wifti to preferve the dig- 
nity and fafety of their fovereign, whom the Ja- 
.cobihs were determined to ruin. They profited 
of the fatal errors and folly of the combined pow- 
ers, who by their proclamations had unequivocally 
alTerted that the King was notjincere in accepting the 
Conjiitution. The truth or fallity of the affertion 
was of litde import. It fuificed for the Jacobins 
to hold him x)ut to the nation as combining with 
foreig^i powers to reduce France by force of arms 
cither to a ftrange yoke, or to a worfe than their 
mncieni flavery. Whatever party in France might 
havp ftill wilhed with the emigrant nobility for 
the re-cfl:abli(hment X)f the ancient unquaHfied 
power of the Crown, could not avow thcmfelves 
abettors of the immediate caufe of the enemies 
who were marching into the kingdom in open war. 
All thofe who had fworn to fupport the Confti- 
tution were by their oath committed to defend it, 
againft thofe who by an open armed confederacy 
were attempting to deftroy it. Thus by this ill- 
judged and fatal declaration the real caufe of Roy- 
alty in France was irretrievably deprived of the 
poflSbility of any open or efficient fupport. If 
the affertion were true, it could but add comfort, 
not encouragement to a party awed and terrified 
intQ abfolutc inadivity : if it were falfe, it could 
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but anitntte tbe real and' rtCpe&khlt fiiekidi of 
the unfortunate monarchy to- exert their effbrtir 
ag^unft the avowed and armed enemies of his U«* 
mited powers*^ who countenanced and fupported' 
the' abettors' of his ancient unqualified authority. 
By tbe dired fpirit of this armed confederal- 
cy was the ill-fated Louis deprived of any pot 
fible fupport either from the devotees to the old 
aridoeracyi or the promoters of a temperate fyf- 
tern of liberty* . Thus the triumphant Jacbbinr 
found no force bold enough to withftand tbcm> 
no influence fuf&ciently powerful to rup{)refs 
them. 

The fyftem wa4 now brought tb its crifisi 
The general La Fayette', who from a real Ibvr of 
liberty^ and m^t from any defigti or even appre* 
hen (ion of mifchief td his country, had rifqued Ms^ 
life and facrificed his fortune in the caufeof thcRe*. 
volution, became fufpeAed of ineivifm ; in other 
words^ was krK»wn to difrelilh^ the violent and dtf- 
ftruAive pianfr of the Jacobins. He was^ accord- 
ingly denounced to the Aflembly> but upon fe«- 
veral diviiions was hortourably acquitted. The' ac- 
quittal of' tips enemy of the Jacobins fermented 
the cKfappointed party in:o a paroxyfm ofdefpain 
They unfhoatlied the IWord, threw away theftab- 
bard, and d^ermined ' to try their force upon the' 
defperate atid decilive queftibn of the King's de^f 
pofitiom: No attempts of bribery, fedudion or 
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intimidation were left untried. The falling mo* 
narch on the 7th of the month made his lad pro- 
clamation to his fubjefts, which breathes the pureft 
fentiments of a patriot King. It appeared to 
produce no other effeft than to afford the Jaco- 
bins a frefli opportunity of holding him out tQ 
the multitude as coalefcing with the armed confe- 
deracy againft the liberties of the nation. 

The grand and fatal queflion of depofition or 
forfeiture flood for the 9th of the month : but the 
agitation of the public mind in Paris was too 
great to permit the queftion to be fairly difcuffed 
in the AfTembly. - The purport of this Hiftory 
will not allow me to detail the awful and terrific 
events of the 10th of Augufl, when the Thuilleries 
were aflailed by the ferocious and armed mobs 
of the federates of Marfeilles and defperadoes of 
Paris ; when the King was inveigled to quit his 
palace and feek an afylum for himfelf and his fa- 
mily in the perfidious arms of the AfTembly ; when 
he withdrew in his pcrfon from his mofl faithful 
fupporters the animating objeft of loyalty and the 
fanflioning folace of defperate defence ; when the 
faithful friends and body guards of this unfortu- 
nate monarch were facrificed in defending the de- 
ferted flation of their affrighted or confufed love- 
reign; when the ferocity of a barbarous mob had 
been fatiated with the bloody infults upon the 
mangled corpfes of their fellow-citizens j whentht 
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declining glories of the French monarchy fet t)e-^ 
neath the portentous horizon of confufiona flaugh« 
ter and dedrudtion. 

* The confufion confequent upon the horrors of 
the lotb of Auguft continued for fome time, and 
many atrocities were daily committed upon indi- 
viduals. The National Aflembly declared tha 
King fufpcnded, and that both he and his whole 
family (hould remain as hoftages to the Nation : 
they were accordingly committed under a ftrong 
guard to the Temple ; from whence there was no 
poifibility of efcape. Upon the depolition of the 
King, the Britifh AmbafTador the Earl of Gower 
left Paris, having made as public a declaration, 
as circumftances would permit^ of friendOiip and 
neutrality on the part of his Court. 

In order to render this, change in the internal 
Government of France palatable and permanent^ 
it was thought expedient to invite the French Na« 
tion to form a National Convention : accordingly 
the conditions for its formation were fettled and 
publilhed : and foon after a very minute and elabo^ 
rate declsiration (prepared by Condorcct) was cirr 
culated through all the departments> a!; an expo^ 
fition of the motives upon which the French Na- 
tional Aflembly had proclaimed the convocation 
of a National Convention, and pronouhced th« 
fufpenfion of the executive power in th(e hands of 

ihe King. 
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AH the bclHgft-ent powers preRiming Of pre* 
tehdiii^ that they were carrying on a war of prift^ 
€iple^ wearied the public with declaratibris and 
manifeftoes) that geiieraily fet forth a partial detaU 
or aggravated account of th^ m^ure^ and pro* 
ceedings of the adverfe parties^ atidfeldonti failed 
to ekpofe their owh caufe by fome grofs incdn* 
i^dncy or notorious falfity. Thus a frefli matii* 
fefto of the Emperor and King of Pruffia con- 
clndes, by thtir foletnn dcclaratiori to Euripe$ 
that inf the juft war they had undertaken they ex- 
p^efdy renounce all perfonal views of aggrandize- 
ment; and to Fmnce, that they mfeant not t6 
interfere with its internal admioiftratron:* but that 
they werercfolvedto re-eftablilfi order, and give 
. proteftion to thole who fhotild fubmit to the King 
(*who Was not depofed at the time this was written) ; 
tdpdnfflh^in a fttiking manper; all relHlance^ to . 
their ^arms ; to deKver Up Paris to the moft terri- 
ble juftiee, if any attetnpt of violence' fliolild' be 

ft 

offered to any of tjie 'Royal Family; and to fc- 
' cure^an cftabliftttient for the King and his family 
. and brothers in foine frontier towft of his king^ 
don!i, {torn whence he might exercife his amerU 
rtglk akd f(/a>er3^ and effedually render thekingi 
A^vti iagiin fabmifliVe to his fopreme authorityi- 

Thse cfedlaratioa of the Princes, which appeared 
Within a few daySafter this matiifefto, wai aii 
inflated philippic and ollentatious menace, little 
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l^alculatedj alas ! to footh the irritation of theirin* 
cenfed countrymen. In order to gain credit and 
fecure their confidence, they affure them, that 
they had left the kingdom, not fo much, from a 
defire for their own perfonal fafety as that of the 
King. The emigration from our country was to make 
ourfslves the fafeguard of bis Majejiy. They reca- 
pitulate and confirm the manifefto of the Emperor 
and King of Pruffia, and of their hero he greaC 
Duke of Brunfwick. They introduce upon the 
fcene new parties to the confederacy, that hitherto 
were not publicly known to have acceded to it, 
** the Kings of the Houfe of Bourbon, our au- 
" guft coufins : our much honoured father-in- 
" law, the Neftor of Sovereigns : the Heroine of 
^' the North, our fublirae protedrefs : and the 
" young heir of the unfortunate Guflavus.*' They 
re-echo the proteftation of all thefe confederated 
Sovereigns againft interfering with the internal, 
government of the kingdom, and declare that, 
ftnder their aufpiccs, iheir only qbjed is to reftore 
the ancient (unlimited) Monarchy, the ancient 
laws, manners, &c. 

^All th^^lans for the campaign having been 
fettled, the Pruffian troops began their march 
from Triers on the 1 1 th of the rnonth ; and by 
the end of it Longwy, a finall but w^U forti-^' 
fied town, had furrendered to 6eneral Clairfai(> 
who commanded an army of aboujc fixteen thou-^ 
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fand men ; it- was bombarded for about fifteea 
hours. Some accounts ftate that the garrifon 
confided of one thoufand five hundred, others of 
three thoufand five hundred men. Verdun was 
alfo furamoned, and i furrendered to the Dnke 
of Brunfwick without refiftancc. The Gover- 
nor of L^ngwy was accufed of having delivered 

- * • 

Vp the town through treachery. The Governor 
of Verdun was compelled to do it by the inha- 
bitants : but he would not furvive the difgrace, 
and (hot himfelf with a piftol. 

The adminiftration of Mr. Pitt has ever been 
remarked for the frequent occafions which he had 
enjoyed oif extending his patronage to his friends* 
Such of them in particular, who by his bounty 
Were removed from the precarious ftate of expec* 
tancy, became urgent with their difinterefted pa- 
tro^n to fecure at leaft fome; provifion of indeptn* 
dance for himfelf againft the evil day of change 
or retribution. Vi/'ith much difficulty was he pre- 
vailed upon to break through his maiden vowt 
of difintereftedncfs, and accept of the appointment 
of the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports lately 
racant by the death of the Earl of Guildford, 

Towards the clofe of this month M. le Brun 

* 

the French minifter for foreign affairs, in order 
to tranquillize the aoritated minds of that nation, 
thought it advifable to lay before them the.y: real 
iituation with refpedt to foreign powers. He ftated 
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th^t Sw^dea was unequivocal in decIaFiflg its ne\l* 
traiity and marked intention not to enter into 
the general league of powers againft France : that 
Ruflia had been able to do no more than threaten, 
though (he did not attempt to difguife her hoftile 
intention : that Spdin, Naples and Sardinia were 
in the like fituation : that the generality of the 
Germanic Body ihewed a fi^m reluftance to take 
arms againft France : and that Holland and En- 
gland never ceafed to promife the moft perfect 
neutrality. Such were the avowed views and open 
profeffions of thefe different powers : it was how- 
ever remarked, that about this very time the 
Landgrave of Heffe acceded to the confederacy, 
and headed a body of feven thoufand and tea 
Heffians with a large train of artillery to Treves. 
It was not credited that the Landgrave even on 
this occafion went out of his accuftomcd line of 
mercenary fervice : but it was generally believed, 
that this body of troops was paid for by fome of 
the powers of Europe, whofe adverfe wifhes and 
hoftile intentions towards France were kept con- 
cealed behind their public proteftations of neu- 
trality and forbearance. • 

In this general convulfion of the principal 
powers of Europe the Bricifb Cabinet was in rea- 
lity, or affefted to be under as little alarm or con- 
cern as if the affairs on the Continent could not 
even remotely affedt the fate of the Britifh Em- 
.'. . . * : JC :> pire. 
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pirc. T^' fet^ral members of adminiftratidS* 
Were difperfed oyer the country as widely as their 
different pleafuks and piirfuits could fcparatc 
them. Mr* Pitt however, as Lord Warden of 
the Cinque Ports, remained chiefly at his newly 
acquired caftle of Walmer on the Kentifti coaft, 
where the couriers from the Continent had occa.* 
fionally orders to call in their route to town. 
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delegation and congrefS'-^Oppofed hy the Grand Ju-- 
ries, i^c. — iVts an attempt to overawe the Sovereign 
and Ligiflature. 
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H E furrender of Verdun to theTummons of 
the Duke of Brunfwick f<^ems to have completed 
the delirium of rage which his thundering mani- 
fefto had given rife to. Paris became a fcene of 
alarm and agitation : the ruling demagogues feized 
the moment of terror to hurl deflru&ion upon 
their domefkic enemies, and artfully converted 
the threats of the confederated powers into the 
ready minifters of their own bloody vengeance. 
The fatal predidtion was recalled to their minds, 
•' * that if ever a foreign prince enter into France j be 
muji enter it as into a country of ajfaffins. The mode 
of civilized war will not be pra£iifcd ; nor are ibe 
French who aEl on the frefent fyjlem entitled to ex- 
peSl it^^ The confirmation of it was enforced 
upon them from the Prince's manifeftos, and its 
verification detailed in the moft exaggerated ac* 
counts of Pruflian maffacres, barbarities, and 
cruelties. The Duke of Brunfwick was reprefent- 
ed as having paffed Chalons : the lefs* firm were 
intimidated with the idea of his immediate arrival 
at Paris to execute his threatened vengeance upon 
that devoted city. The general difmay, terror, 
and confufion of the capital fupplied the fangui- 

* Burke, ubi fupr*. 
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nzrf Jacobins with eafy means of glutting thcni- 
feives in the blood of all thofe whofe reditude err 
virtue ftood in the way of their tyrannous and li- 
centious defigns. The community of Paris de- 
creed the gates of the city to be (hut; fummoned 
all citiiehs- to arms; then, under pretence of 
jearching for arms and ammunition, they inftitu- 
ted domiciliary vifits, which afforded an oppor- 
tunity in the dead of the night, of forcing away 
from their beds to prifons, thofe perfons whofe 
known virtues might fecure rhem refpedl and in- 
JSiuencc upon the public : and horrid to relate, in 
the courfe of three days, they murdered withovit 
accufation or defence, in cold blood, fome thou- 
fands, amongft whom were fevcral of the moft 
learned, refpedabla^' and virtuous fubjedts, 
particularly of the clergy, of that once flourifliing 
kingdom of France ! Some few, who had beeji 
confined to prifon on the icth of Auguft, 
were alfo . the unhappy viAims of this general 
execution ; amongft thefc was the Princefs Lam- 
balle, whofe head was carried upon a pike to the 
Temple to terrify and (hock the royal prifoners. 
If any circumftancc can add horror to deeds of 
iuch atrocity, it was the cool, premeditated, and 
infulting manner, in which they were perpetrated. 
The murderers impanelled a mock jury of twelve of 
their accomplices, before whom the wretched vic- 
tims were called out in order, and underwent a 
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fort of fummary examination for fome feconds : the 
verdift or judgment generally pronounced was, Ht 
muft be fit at liberty , which was the word of command 
to u(her the unfortunate prifoner into thi^ outward 
apartment, where he was immediately affaffinated 
by a band of ruffians, who were paid for their 
deeds of blood at the rate of twelve livres per head. 
In order to check inquiry, and prevent deteftion, 
the niangled corpfes were immediately ftrippcd of 
their clothes, their pockets rifled, and were then 
regularly carried off in carts, which had been pre- 
vioufly engaged for this feryice. The favage re- 
gularity in the execution befpeaks a preconcerted 
fyftem in this bloody tragedy from perfons above 
the immediate perpetrators of the foul deeds. There 
appears not a doubt, but. that the horrors of the 
loth of Auguft, and the atrocities of the id, 3d, 
and 4th ef September proceeded from the fame 
fource. In refleding with indignation and horror 
upon thefe more than favage barbarities, we can- 
not form a conjedlure where fo many hired aflaf* 
iins Ihould be found to, perpetrate tjie atrocious 
deeds, at which a common executioner would have 
fickened and recoiled ; we are loft ia aftonifli- 
menc, that 400,000 nervelefs Parifians, petri- 
fied with fear and terror, ftiould have permitted 
thefe murders to have been committed without 
interruption for three days fucceflively. But wc 
can. never fufficiently lament, that the mercilefs 
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Jacobins, who gloried in wading to their tyrannous 
ends through the beft blood of their feilow-citi- 
2ens> Ihould have been fupplied by the confede- 
rates with the Only fure means' of executing their 

. ianguinary prbjeft. They magnified their dangers 
from the external enemy ; they totally fubdued 

. the cowed fpirits of the effeminate Parifians by 
convincing them that the Duke of Brunfwick was 
on the point of realizing his vindiftive menaces 
of demblifhing their city^ of delivering up all its 
inhabitants to military execution, and of oppreffing 
the piteous relids of his faturated vengeance with 
a worfe than their ancient defpotifm. In weak 
and depraved minds, even the diftant view 6f per- 
fonal danger eaiily works off the fympathetic hor- 
ror of feeing others fuffer. Thus artfully did thefe 

'determined Jacobins impofe upon the affrighted 
multitude, a folicitude only to ward off the me- 
naced carhage and devaflation of their confede- 
rated enemies. Mr. Burke has wifely faid, that 
there is a boundary to metCs paffions when they a& 
from feelings none when they are under the influence 
of imagination. 

It is foreign from the purpofe of this Hifto'ry to 
foirow the motions and various fucceffcs of the 
combined armies, to which as yet Great Britain 
had not openly acceded. But its prime end re- 
quires me to trace in the atjtions of the united 
Sovereigns thofe principles of their confederacy, 
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miu^ck they ftill co]0tceal bcfcind the Veil they had 
4lraw0 over them^at Filnitz» bot which muft in- 
fluence their conduct in the profccution of the 
"watj as well as the coodu& of all other powen 
that have finpe become parties to the grand alli- 
ance. Dumourier^ who commanded the French 
iarmy with very inferior force^ contrived to pre- 
vent the progrejfe oi the enemy^ and to defeat eveiy 
view that had brought the combined armies into 
the field. The fmall town of Thionville was be- 
ficged in vain fpr feveral weeks by the Prince 
Hohenloe and the chief body of the French emi- 
grants : at this fiege did thefe unfortunate men 
firft find reafon to lament the caufe they had em- 
barked in. Every circumftance of the war called 
upon their fervices before all others^ and it would 
be injuftice to them not to allow, that the check- 
ing of their ardour was one of the greateft humilia- 
fions they were reduced to fulpmit to. They of- 
fered to reduce j:he .town by themfelves, if the 
commander in chief would fuppjy them with prc^- 
per ordnance for the fiege. This was refufecj, and 
during the whole of the campaign they were con- 
ftantly kept in the back ground in the moft inglo- 
rious and mortifying inaftion. They received no 
pay during their fervice; were dilbanded at the 
clofe of the difgraceful campaign ; were pillaged by 
- the Pruffian foldiery, thougli a part of the King rf 
Pruffia'fl ajrmy> and were moft inhumanly excluded 
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from the cartel for the exchange of prifdners. 
Having no mercy to expedt from their countrymen, 
thfey had the ftronger claim upon the proteftion 
of the fovereign under whofe banner they were 
fighting. ; Some few, who had been fiirprifcd by* 
the enemy, were taken and adtually executed like 
common malefadors. This treatment of the 
French emigrants was little calculated, to give 
tranfparency to the veil of the myfterious Coib^ 
vention of Pihiitz : it befpeaks fomething more 
deep and dark in the confederacy, than the pub- 
lic has as yet perceived or perhaps fufpeAed. ^ 
The execution of the decree for baniftiing all 
the nonjuring clergymen to Guiana, who (hould 
not have quitted the kingdom in fourteen days from 
the palling of chat decree, poured thoufands of thcfe 
venerable exiles from Normandy, Picardy, and 
Britanny upon our coafts of Kent and Suffex. 
Mifery and diftrefs give the fufFerers a full claim 
to the humanity of Engliftimen. Such is the ami- 
able and jull tribute all pay to our countrymen. The 
tendernefs and benevolencewith which thefe diftref- 
fed exiles were received upon their landing, impreC- 
fed them with unexpeded ideas of Britifh fympa- 
thy ; every where they were welcomed, cheered, 
comforted, and relieved. Theold xivalityofthetwo 
Nations was forgotten, and our difference from that 
very religion, for which they were perfecuted, was 
fwallowed up in the general philanthropy for our 
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fuffering brethren. Never was an opportunity of 
. cxercifing heroic charity more eagerly embraced ; 
never was benevolence conferred with xnore glow- 
ing fenfibility, nor received with more dignified 
gratitude. In the prefent melancholy variety of 
wretchednefs with which it feems Heaven vifits 
moft regions of the civilized world, it will not 
furcly be. imputed to the prefumption of this 
country, that they look up with confidence to an 
all-merciful Being to' deal out his vengeace more 
Sparingly upon the land that has been the afylum 
of fuch venerable viftims of perfecution. The 
public and private donations upon which thou- 
lands of thefe refpeftable exiles have fubfifted in 
this country fince their profcription from France, 
fufficiently befpcak the intereft which the Na* 
tion takes in their fufferings. Though the naked 
plea of wretchednefs be a precept to Britifli phil- 
anthropy, it is but juftice to this perfecuted clergy 
to apprize their benefactors of the motives and 
neceflity of their exile. 

. The teft propofed to them was an oath to 
fubmit to the civil conJiituHon of the Clergy. The 
nature and tendency of this oath has been grofsly 
niifconceived, and rnaliciouily mifreprefented by 
many, to the great prejudice of thofe who . 
. have refufecl to fubfcribe to it. The philofopbizi'ng 
party in France, who had grounded their fuccefs 
in nbolifbing every idea of Chriftian revelation 
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tfpon the previous deftfuftion of all the rcfpe^iblei^ 
clergy, were too refined to unmaft their defigns, 
till the people were prepared for fo daring an 
attempt* They knew that religion could not long 
furvive the deftrtaftion of Church Government; 
and therefore, under the fswidlimonious pretence 
of reducii^ it to its ancient fornx, ihcy artfully 
transferred to the civil power the whole pure/pi^ 
ritual juriJdiSiion J which the Chriftian Church has 
uniformly through all ages maintained to be holden 
immediately of Chrift, and to be tranfcendent to/ 
and independent of all temporal authority. ' This 
felf- created /jy power affumed the right of de- 
pofing, difplacing, and fufpending from all Jpiri-- 
tual powers and faculties both the Bi(hops and the 
inferior Clergy, of curtailing and enlarging the limits 
of their fpiritual jurifdidion, of abolilhirig the old 
and creating new bi(bopricks and parilhes, of con- 
ferring by their eledion the power and right of 
exercifing the miniftry of the Gofpel, of fuper- 
» feding the authority of the Holy Councils, and 
annulling the primacy of jurifdidion, which as 
Roman Catholics they admitted in the Biftiop of 
Rome. To fubfcribe then to the oath of fubmif- 
fion to this civil conJlituHon of the Clergy y was in 
efFed to deny the divine eftablifliment of a church 
upon earth ; it was to renounce the fpiritual hie- 
rarchy by which it has been and ever will be 
maintamedi it was to allow that the fpiritual power 
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and jurifdidion which they had hithertd'exerdred 
over their flocks, were ufurped ot' iiivalid ;• it wis 
to admit that a felf-conftituted lay tribunal could 
annihilate thofe powers which it had. not given, 
and abfolve . the flocks from their obedience 
lo their lawful paflors; it was to fubjeft the 
divine miffion and miniftry of the Gofpdl 
to all the changes- and fluftuations of tem- 
poral governments; it was to raife the in- 
trigues, paflions, and artifices of popular dema- 
gogues and tyrants, above the authority of the 
oecumenical 'councils of the church; it was to 
fubftitute a profane and impious proftitution of 
their facred charadters to lay ufurpers, in lieu of 
that fubmilGon to the fupremc Bifhop of Rome, 
by and through which (in the Roman Catholic 
tenets) they hold communion with the tmiveifal 
Church of Chrift upon earth. Such is the oath, 
for the recufancy of which the nonjuring clergy of 
Francd have been perfecuted as refractory and 
rebellious ; for which hundreds have been already' 
martyred in that kingdom, and for v/hich thoufands 
ill this and many other countries of Europe have 
emulated the conftancy of the primitive Chriftians, 
in giving luftre and dignity to the fufiTerirtgs tfiey 
undergo for their faith. It will be well for-tlie 
modern liberal deriders of fanaticifm,* andfcofFers 
at prieftcraft, to review impartially the" horrid 
impieties, the blafphemous atrocixiesv with which 
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th^ proiane mifcrcants of France, fince the expuK 
fion pf their confcicntious clergy, feem to have 
braved the vengeance of the Almighty. The 
crimes and offences of tht abandoned flocks pro* 
claim the glorious eulogies of their perfecuted 
paftors. 

In vain is this rcfpeftable clergy calumniated by 
their enemies, for having refifted th^ civil power 
and lawful' conftituted authorities of the State. It 
is notorious, that they had peaceably fubmitted to 
aredudion. of their livings little (hort of annihi- 
lation ^ that they offered their unequivocal fub- 
miffion to every change or alteration which the 
authorities for the time being Qiould choofe to 
make in the civil eftabliftiment of their religion, 
either by the abolition or fuWlraftion of tithes and 
other ' temporal pofleffions, by the repeal or 
annulling of their temporal dignities and civil 
immunities or otberwife, pirovided tliey would, 
leave untouched and inviolate that facred depofit 
of faith, of which with their fpirilual jtH^ifdiSiion 
they had received the guardianfhip and t^ruft, which 
they could only furrender into the hands, from 
which they had received them, and which they 
could not of themfelv^s transfer nor abandon but 
with their lives. 

i On the ^ I ft of this inonth the National Conven- 
tion was formally declared to be conftituted, and 
the.fccond National Affemblv wasof coyrfe dif-. 
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folved. "Thus ended/' fays Briflbt, ^^ after aycarV 
*' exiftence, that ftormy legiilatiife under which 
'* the public fpirit made fuch a rapid pragrefs, 
**and the French nation marched with giant 
•* ftrides towards a republic/* And thenceforth 
commences, what the French in boaftcd con- 
fideiice term the reign of liberty and equality; 
what their enemies in derifion and hatred call that 
of anarchy and tyranny ; what the unbiaffed ob- 
fervor in fear and trembling beholds, as the refift- 
Icfs force of a mighty empire, vitiated to the heart 
by the early infedion of modern philofophy, pro- 
voked to the mod cruel outrages of human nature 
by the vindidi^'C menaces of its irnpotent oppo* 
fers, and forced into ftrength and permanency 
by the perfidious declarations, the ill-judged plans, 
and worfc directed operations of their open 
enemies. It was the boaft of the French to have 
collefted from the whole univerfe into the Na- 
tional Convention, whatever talent and fpirit could 
be found to enlighten the intellects, invigorate the 
freedom, and enfure the welfare of mankind. 
Froni this country they felefted the Rev. Doftor 
Prieftley and Mr. Thomas Paine* The former 
very prudently declined, the latter very eagerly 
accepted of the , nomination. If Mr. Paine had 
been thought guilty of feditious or tfeafonable 
praaices againft the State; and if Gojernment 
had been defirous of checking ihc progrefs of the 
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evils which they fo loudly complained of in their 
late proclamation, by the exenaplary puQilhrnenC 
of the avowed Tomenter of the raifchief, he cer- 
tainly might eafily have been, prevented from quit- 
ting the kingdom.. 'His ekftion for the depart- 
ment of Calais was well known in England, for 
the cuftom-houfe officers, immediately upon Meff. 
JPairie's and Froft's arriving at the inn at Dover, 
in confequence of an information againft them 
examined their baggage for prohibited articles. 
This ceremony was performed by the colleftors in 
a manner totally unknown before in this country. 
They examined all their papers, fealed and unfealed ; 
and upon tlieir jremonftrating with them upon the 
illegality of cuftom-houfe officers' feizing priva.e 
papers, which werjs not things under their cogni- 
zance, they replied, that they were authorized to . 
do it by the late proclamation. Pity it is that the 
impotent jefent.nlent of Government (hould be 
(hewn againft fuch a man in the illegal and uncon- 
ftitutipnal ^6ts of.thdr officers, when the laws and 
Gonftitutipn fully enabled them to punilh the 
gailt of fedition or treafon (if it exiftcd) in the 
moll awful and exemplary manner. 

Whatever perfidious policy, or weak judgment; 
or felfdiffideqce, may have induced the Duke -of 
Brunfwick to decline giving batrleta the enemy^ 
no ingenuity cs^fy juftify his leading an army of 
fcventy thqdapd .men. into the moft deferced 
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part of the encmy*s kingdom, without fccuring 
for them ^ propef fupply of provifions and a 
ready and fafe retreat. Two months had not 
expired fince this thundef ing menacer had by his 
manifefto^ announced on his arrival^ death and 
deftru^tion to all that (hould not fubmit to his 
fummons. But now alas ! his army had but ad- 
vanced a few leagues into the. enemy^s territory 
to its own dellrudion ; it had drawn upon itfelf 
their contempt from its inaftion, and their de- 
teftation from its rapacioufnefs, plunder and pil- 
lage ; it had been four days without bread, the 
want of which drove the ftarved foldiers to the 
unwholefonte food of unripe grapes. The wetnefs 
of the feafon fuperadded to all other caufes, pro- 
duced in the Combined Army a general ficknefs, 
that is faid to have proved fatal to every third man^ 
particularly of the Pruffians and Heffians, who ever 
Signalized themfehres by their adroitnefs in pillag- 
ing, and their voracioufnefs in devouring the fruits 
of their plunder. Within three day&after the meeting 
of the National Convention, the Duke of Brunfwick 
propofed an ard^iftice, and defired aironference with 
the French General Dumourier. Under the peculi- 
arity of the exifting circumftances, it was natural for 
all parties to form formifes and hazard conjedtures 
concerning the purport of this convention. But 
there again, as at Pilnkz, the public was not to be 
initiaced into the iacred myfteries. As therefore 
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nothing certain refpcAing the conference of the two 
Generals can be aflerted, it behoves us to be more 
attentive to the fubfeqiient movements and ope- 
rations which muft in their nature have reference 
to it. 

The King of Sardinia, who was a party to the 
Convention of Pilnitz, and bad uniformly and 
fyftcmatically oppofcd the French Revolution ia 
every ftagc, was fuppofed by France to have en- 
tered into a fre(h plan and confederacy to invade 
that country; they accordingly declared war 
againft him. General Montefquieu with a conli<^ 
derable army marched into Savoy, and was foon 
invited to take pofTeffion of Chamberry. About 
the fame time General Anfelme, fupported by 
Admiral TrOguet's fquadron of nine fail of the 
linCy entered and took pofleflion of the city and 
country of Nice. ^ 

In the prefent and preceding months the inter- 
nal affairs of Ireland became pregnant with import- 
ance to the Bf itifh empire. The whole fyftem of 
Government in this kingdom has hitherto appeared 
to me a political paradox. It enjoys the. fame 
Conftitution as Great Britain ; and from the 
peculiar folemnity of their celebrating the annual 
commemoration of the Revolution of 1688, they 
appear to outrun, if poffible, our zeal in profefling 
their attachment to the principles of this Revplu- 
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VW^*: 'And yet, fays Mr. Burke, *^^ I (hall n6l 
V-tJiink' that the deprivation of fome millions of 
*' peopje of all the rights of citizens, and all intc- 
" reft in theConftitution, in and to wjjich they were 
** born, was a thing conformable to the principles 
** of the RcyoluiioD. Suppofing the princiglp? to 
*\ have been al|ogetber the fame in both kingdoms^ 
y by th^ application ;of thofe principles (o very 
f * difF<?rent 'objefts, the whole fpirit of the fyftem 
f* WASxhan-ged, not to fay reverfed. In. England 
it it visi^ jtftjb'ftriiggle of the great body of th^ peor 
if;pfe)fofcr thc.eftablilhment of their liberties, againft 

* P*^tlte»-^*iForts of a very fniall faftion who would 
f* hive opprefled them. In Ireland it was the 
** eftablitTiment of the fmaller number, at the 
^* expence of the civil liberties .and properties of 
J5 the far greater part, and at the expence of the 

5f' f::btirical liberties of the whole, ; It v^s, to fajj 
'^^ihe trlith; not a retiolution, but a conqueft.*' 
Thefc great truths the Roman Catholics of Ireland 
had long felt, and were by the increafing liberality 
of the times, and the fandioning authority of Mn 
Burke, now iemboldened openly to claim their 
rights arifing out of theni. , 

I The national profperity and welfare of Ireknd 
fad^ belsd retarded in proportion as the roafs 
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of thxj ppogje has; bee^' fe^pti oft the principles 

carriffti^e^ of fome men in power *tcr continue this 
fyftfniyCiiere is but too n^uch caufe to lap^eni with 
Mfr. Burke, that for any cohfidei^tioji it (hpulfl 
be thou^ght ^* neceffary to deprive the tJodyi^ofthei 
*' p«qple, if they adhere tp their old;ppinions, of 
** their liberties and of all their fr€5^cufto;iis, and to 
** reduce them to a ftatepf civil fervitude," Per- 
haps it is not the leaft misfortune pf Ireland, th^t 

thofe who are immediately intruj^ed with the ad- 

♦ •« » 

miniftration of its government, (houl^d ppfle.fs top - 
lafge.a-fharq of tlie. confide,ace of,it;he Bric^Ctl Cabi- 
net. |tis a nofoiiigus fftft,-thajt dmolunients under 
Government to the amount of 150,000!. per a^n. 
are enjoyed by the three families of Fofter?, 
Fitzgibbon, and Beresford. In the fcale of the , 
Irifli government thefe carry a. large preponderancy 
of patronage and influence. We queftion not the 
magnitudeof the fervices which their country has 
thus fplendidly rewarded ; but it is natural for fuch 
a coalition to be warm and even ingenious^in ptref . 
fervingand ftrengthening thpir pojjui:al..ppMneniil 
the date. Any alteration of tlicVfyftem under 
which it was acquired m«ft weakeh ^and difperfe 
it. The real principles, of. the Britifh^Conftitution 
are peculiarly unfavourable to .fufh 'rhonopolies j,: : 
rcfiftance then to the introduction, of iliefeprincii 
plesirito Ireland was to be cxpedcdil » . - • ^ * 
• -': ' L 3 -'.-■... ix^-^ 
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In the courfe of the bll feffion of Parliament 
the Roman Catholics had prefented a petition to 
the Houfe of Commons, to be admitted to a par- 
ticipation in the conftitution of their native coun- 
try« which ]^ad been indignantly rejected by the 
Houfe. The Catholics were too feniibly impreffed 
with the juftice of their claims to abandon them 
upon this treatment. At a numerous meeting 
of their body in Dublin, they voted thanks 
to thofe few members who had aflerted the 
fubjefts' right to petition^ and had fupported their 
application to Parliament; they came to a refolution 
of perfevering in the. fame loyal and conftitutional 
courfe which had hitherto been purfued for the 
reqioval of prejudices^ and the attainment of that 
ineftimable privilege, without which all others* arc 
precarious and delufive, the right of elective fran- 
chife. There they figned a full and unequivocal 
declaration of their religious and civil tenets, in 
order to fatisfy their Proteftant brethren that they 
held no principle whatfoever incompatible with 
theirdutyas menor as fubjefts, or repugnant to 
liberty, whether political, civil, or religious. And 
that the complete fenfe of their whole body might 
foe fairly coUedted, upon the choice and prudence 
of the meafures that (hou)d be adopted for ef- 
feftuating this great end, a circular letter figned by 
Mr. Edward Byrne (the moft opulent merchant in 
' Dublin), as Chairman of the Sub«Committee of the 

Roman 
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B^oman Catholic body, was lent to every county in 
Ireland^ to choofe and appoint delegates from their 
refpeftive counties^to convene at Dublin for the 
purpofe of framing a fuitable petition to bis Majefty 
from the whole body, dating all their grievances, 
smd particularly praying for the right of the eleftive 
franchife, and. an equal panicipation in the bene* 
fits of the trial by jury. This peaceable^ l^al and 
conftitutional mode of acquiring the (enfe of the 
people aggrieved, in order to approach the Throne 
with proper energy and refpeft, was too efficient a 
ftep towards procuring relief, not to alarm thofe 
whofe influence, power and patronage muft de« 
creaie in proportion as three-founhs of the people 
fliould be admitted to the participation of the Con* 
ilitution. , ' 

On this occaiion the oppolite junto in their alarm 
were as little delicate in their effi>ns to preierve, 
as they may have been in the meaiA of acquiring 
their power. Through moft counties of the king- 
dom, the Grand Juries, upon which no Roman 
Catholic could ferve, were by their intereft eafily 
fo formed as to fall into the moft implicit adoption 
of their views and wiihes. The Lord Chancellor 
Fitzgibbon, whofe patrimonial eftates are in the 
county of Limerick, attended perfanally at, the 
meeting of the Grand Jury for that county ; and * 
Mr. Fofler the Speaker of the Houfe of Com* 
mens was Foreman of the Grand Jilry of his own 
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tounty of Louth, which ifllied fimilar declarations, 
in which they expreffed in the ftrongeft terms 
,t\ieir abhorrence of the wicked and daring attempts of 
circulating the letter figned by Mr. Byrne, which 
complains of a partial adminiftration of jufticc, 
and of their being opprefied to flavcry, and vvhidi 
tended to roufe the Githolics to difturb the peace of 
the Kingdom, by the illegal and unconftitutional 
aflbciation of a Popifh Cohgrcfs in the metropolis 
to overawe the legiflature. They therefore came 
to three refolutions : . ift. That the national prof- 
perity depended upon the continuance of the 
Popery laws, particularly thofe which veil the 
tight of franchife in the Proteftants exclufively; 
and that fince thofe laws had been frequently call- 
ed into operation the progrefs of the national prof- 
perity had been more vigorous and rapid, adly. 
That the allowing to Roman Catholics the right 
of voting fcftr members to ferve in Parliament 
was deftruftive of the conftitution and fettlements 
of the crown, ^nd of their connexion with Great 
Britain* 3dly, That with their lives and fortunes 
they would oppflfis every attempt towards fuch 
dangerous innovations, &c^ All the other Grand 
Juries, excepting two or three, iflijed either the 
fame, or nearly fimilar declarations and refolutions. 
Tbi^ was the laft ftruggling effort of a defperate 
junto, to fecure a political bias upon the country 
.which was now growing too large even for their own 
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ambitious grafp. Never furely was a more indc^ 
cent effort attempted to prejudge the merits of an 
aggrieved /people ; to jntenpofc the, poljtical in- 
fluence of this counties between the petitions 
of . the fubjefts at large and the Crown ; and to 
overawe and predetermine the legiflature againft 
the recommendations which his Majefty might 
think propef-to make (and which he did in hQ: 
make) in favour of his loyal, peaceful and 
aggrieved Roman Catholic fubjefts of Ireland. 
This firft failure of men in power in their hack- 
neyed attempts to -m^taraorphofe the wi flies and 
ftrugglesi^fth'e.p^pl&ibr relief, into .{edition and 
conrpiracy-" 9^ilki^- ^^ State, was a happy omenr 
to lreland,..a'0<tthe,welqome herald ()f her dawning 
liberty. > Nttt^ithftanding .thi^ i inveterate and 
powerful xcfifUnte, the Romans. Catholics pro- 
ceeded cboHyv ^dvifedly fnd ficmLy-in piyirfuing 
the grand 'abjed of their ^laioiS,— About jhi» 
time MrV?Burke iun. arrived in Dublin to refume 
his office <9&.^jg£nt for the Roman Catholic Body 
of Ireland*- .V ,.w> 
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CHAPTER VII. 



OCTOBER, 1792. 



CONTENTS. 

CrM ftmn rf the Gmermr General of Iniia^^Mr. 
Shore afpoitiUd to fuueed Lord CcrnwaUis—Tbe 
itmduSi of the combined Princes afforded means and 
firengthtothe Jacobin farty-^Reports of treachery 
end bribery in the Pruffians — I'hdr method of car- 
tying on the war^^Frauduknt mode of acfdring 
frovifions — Duie of Bnmfwick^s third Manifefto — 
His foUf in negociating-'^His difgraceful retreat-^ 
France declared out of danger^-^French conyuefisin 
Germany of Spires j MentZj Franckfortr^-Report of 
c letter from the King of France^ that caufed the 
retreat of the King ofPruffia. 

XN the prefcnt fyilem of governing our Eaft 
Indian pofleffions, the Governor General is in* 
veiled with powers of unlimited extent and im* 
portance to Great Britain : he may involve this 
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nation in war/ and opprefs the mod extenfive 
part of the Britifli empire with all the dreadful 
calamities attendant upon that fcoutge of man* 
kind. When upon the nomination of Lord 
Comwallis^ Mr Fox in the Houfe of Commons 
reprobated that fyilem as uhcx)n(litutional and 
dangerous, which vefted fuch abfblute and im* 
menfe power in the hands of the Governors of In- 
dia, his Majefty's Minifters oppofed to it the well 
known . privaie virtues^ worth, and dignity of the 
noble peer who was to exercife it. . The fpirit of the 
Britifh Conftitution formerly knew no fuch 
grounds of engrafting abfolute and unlimited 
power upon the virtue and difcretion of the indi- 
vidual who was to exercife it. Bleft as we now are 
in the perfon of the firft executive magiftrate, 
with the beft of Kings, the beft of Fathers, the 
beft of Hufbands, the beft of Friends, the beft o£ 
Men ; yet the Conftitution, with this fure earneft 
of prudential exercife, has not therefore entrufted 
'him with fuch abfolute power. It was indeed 
fince the inveftlture of fuch powers in the Go- 
vernors of India^ that Mr. Burke has taught us, 
that " be is far from fure that ^ King of Great Bri^- 
tain does not pojfefs a more real /olid extenfive power ^ 
iban the King of France was pojfejfed of before this 
wijerable revolution. The direct power of the King 
of England is conftderable. His indireEt and far 
more certain power is great indeed. A fuddea 
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xhange feems to have taken place in the prinq- 
.pies andfyileqi of governing India. Lad year mi- 
litary were thieos>!Uy \fit men tp govern India; tbjs 
j^ajr they are; jg£ ' all the inofl; uafi^. Mr. Shorr 
was the' perfoa J&»ed upon to fucceedthc Man- 
Quis^ Xjf; rCornwiilliis. : he had, partly from ill 
healthji .apd partly from a difguft of. the meafures 
lately purfued in India, retired from adive life, 
and fettled his private arrangements for ending 
his days in retirement upon a very moderate for- 
tune, which highly to his credit he had brought 
with }}jm frotxir AQa, aftej heaving enjoyed confr- 
4dera|>l< ^p^Q.iotingii^s tbei;e termed lucrative. 

SihcTe opr, unhappy, cpuptry is now fatally in- 
Tolveu. in the war,, which jn the experiment of one 
&ort month has afforded fuch a n^elanj;hQly ear- 
ueft of its cffefts, we become too yearly int^reft- 
tdm the .turn of its events, to pjifs over in filence 
thc,9Qndufion of it$ firft inglorioqs and ,deftruc- 
tive c^ijipaign. ,The time and |he- manner of 
procl$imii)g .this war were perhaps the only cir- 
cymftanccs, in the indefinite, poffibility of events, 
t^at could fo quickly and fo effeftually have fe- 
cured to the Jacobin party in France the. means 
of accompliOiing their nefarious and tyrannous 
dcfign* The Crown could not be completely 
.'deftrgyqd, but by the previous abolition of the 
jariftpS^acj, * both in the party of the Emigrants 
ini,.ki'^iat of the Conftitutionalifts 2 nor couki 
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this abolition be eflfeftcd but by mcafarcs 'the; 

moft violent and (hockjtig to the feelings of ,h9- 

man nature. The invafion of a powerful, vii\dic- 

tive and ferocious, enemy avowing, thenifejy^ , ' 

friends to the monarch, and d<[clarjlpg .,tl4d m^^ 

narch a friend to them^ fuppU^iOimn^yu^^^ > ' 

not of plaufUoHity^b^t ofn^cpfl^ty »foY^4^w^^ 
hiin pf his libefty^: the fanie principle fahdionedL 

^iVeV^ecelJity rpf-qQnfifcatiQn, feizures and. mufV 
4efs, whilft ^'fla'ad^ard. was s^x^^isA pa the ,Freocb* . 
territories, round wl)(ph tl)gir >fw«»rn epepjief were; 
encouraged by threats and the moft delufive pro* 
mifes to rally. Thefe melanchbly truths were feen 
by all, but the infatuated perfons whom they moft 
concerned, in the inftantaneous eftablifliment. of 
the power of the Jacobins upon the declarations 
and firft movements of the combined armies* 
The overthrow of monarchy, the captivity of 
the King with his whole family, the feizure of 
the forces, revenue and authority of the whole 
country, were objeds, which otherwife time, in- 
trigue and ftruggle could have alone fecured. 
Thus fuddenly and powerfully armed, the Jaco- 
bins were^cnabl^ci tQ jrqpjpl the efforts pf thejr^pub- 
Ijc, aijfj cruli) the dpfign$ andppwgr of ;thfir cjp- 

In the.-unexpefted ^nd unac<fouptabl^ condud 
of the con^bined. armies in the ii\gIorious clofe of 
(he campaign^ *ic was to be expeded, that tb^ 
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mofi: difgraceful reports concerning jtheir retreat 
ihould be circulated^ even without full grounds 
for their authenticity* I cannot find fufficient 
vouchers to authenticate the current belief of 
treachery in the King of PruiTia, and of bribery in 
the Duke of Brunfwick ; that the fads had been 
traced up to the corruption of their minifters and 
miftrefies; and that they had openly been upbraided 
for it both by the Emigrants and the Auftrians. 
Thefe being more interefted and iincere in the 
caufe than the Pruffians; had frequently pledged 
their honour and lives to enfurea complete viftory, 
if they might be permitted to engage the enemy 
without the concurrence or fupport of the Pruf* 
fians. Jealoufy and rivallhip, it is true^ might 
have rejefted thefe offers, as well as corruption 
and perfidy. It cannot however be denied, that 
notorious advantages over the enemy were loft or 
neglefted^ and a moft ignominious and deftruc* 
tive retreat was the conclufion of the campaign. 
It was commenced. by the moft prefumptuous de- 
clamations and vindidive menaces, and it was^ 
fupported by a fpecies of fraud which had never 
before difgraced the warfare of a civilized nation. 
They had promifed as ample proteftion to thofe 
Frehchmen who fhould fubmit to their fummons, 
^s they had threatened vengeace againft thofe 
who (hould oppofe their progrefs. They renoun- 
ced pillage, aqd fwindled the unirefifting inhabit 
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tants out of provifions for their armies. One of 
diefe fwindling and infulting inftruments of fraud 
was fcnt by Dumourier to the National Conwn- 
tion^ AS a fpecimen of the good faith, and flatter- 
ing pledge of the bleflings which the fuccefs of 
the federated princes would heap upon France, 
'* The village of Hans in Champagne has de- 
** livercd for the Pruflian army 117 (heep, the 
** value of which his Majefty the King of France 
^ engages to pay when his (acred perfon (hall be 
** at liberty, and order re-eftabli(hed in his States; 
^ In faith of which I give the fpecial guarantee 
of his Majefty the King of Prudia, which may 
be exchanged for the value of (he faid in a pro* 
per time and place.^ Signed^ The Duke of 
Brunfwick-Lunenbourg, Sept. 29.— But wc were 
before told, tbaf the mode ofchiUzed war wo^dnot 
hepraSifed^ nor were the French ^bc aSed on the fre^ 
fint^ftem intitledto expeSt it. It was concluded by 
the moft humiliating negociations, and ignomi- 
nious retreat. The commander of the conibined 
armies, unwilling or unable to keep the field> be- 
trayed greater weakhefs in negociating with the 
French General, than he had in lofing every ad- 
vantage which he brought into the field. Hav- 
ing eitperienced the extreme mifchief of hi^ firCI; 
manifeftos, he was frantic enough to reft the ba(is 
of his n^ociation -upon a third manifefto, in 
which he recapitulates (he two fbrmeri and fore- 
bodes 







bofles rij^e iaimediate^fall of tj^e-«cm.f ixe> oft^Er^cc 
from - the, ijcxfafuatipn of thofe who aflUme ibVidicm- 
felv,cs tbej title ^of d^utics cbqfm.hJbe, NditapL to 
^f/^r^ Us rights and its.bqp^inejs.ufm jimfnq^fiiid 
bafisx H^ ^flures the French^Natici^u/tbur the 
allied fovcreigns never will depart. fit>iliffie firm 
refolution of reftcfing U) his moft^ChHftliin ^I^fa- 
jefty, liberty, fafety and royal dignity, ot of .exe^* 
cifing juft and exemplai'y vengeance againft thofe 
wh.o (hsill longer dare to infringe thegji;; That 
invariably attached to • the principle o6J|p>t inter- 
meddling vvith the interior government of Frato€e, 
they ftill pcrfifl: in requiring tliat his moJft Chrif- 
tian Majefty, as well as jl^ewh^le royal family^ 
mail be inimediately .f^t< at liberty, &€• The, 
publication of thisvpiece^pf incoAfiftenGy and folly 
can alone force, us. to believe* that the Duke of 
.Brunfwick could have beep, fo weak and rafh in 
the face of famine, licknefa, impotency, defpairand 
difgrace* . . . 

General * Manftein on the part of Pruffia was 
charged with carrying on the negxxciati9n with 
General Dumourien It appears from their cor- 
refpohdence, which is authentic, that perfonal in- 
terviews and conferences had been had between 
the.puHe of Brunfwick and the Fifench »Generals^ 
pumoufier perfifted in the impoiUbility of ncgp- 
ciating. upon thq bafis of a manifefto carrying- with 
it menace and war, that could only tend to irritate ' 
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a free people; and which muft therefore breafe 
afunderthe thread of negociatidn. ** It does not/' 
fays he^ " at all enter the fenfe of that which Has 
** been talked of between us for the laft four 
** days, it even deftroys it completely : it is even 
^** contradidory to the converfation with which ' 
** the Duke of Bi^unfwick honoured Adjutant Ge- 
*^ neral Thouvenot.** The purport of thcfe con- 
ferences, to which Dumourier's letter alludes, was 
the moft abjed and unequivocal undertaking of 
the Duke of Brunfwick on behalf of the com- 
bined powers, to be fatisfied with a grant of the 
fmalleft portion even of nominal power to the un- 
fortunate Louis ; lefs faid he than that of a King 
of England, a King of Mahrattas, a Stadtholder, 
a principal Tax-gatherer, in fliort any allowance 
that could afford them a pretext for retiring. Let 
this mendicant fupplication be compared with the 
language even of the laft nianifefto, which had not 
preceded it more than three days. Then let cool 
reafoa judge of the reftitude of principles that 
could be thus proftituted and abandoned. That 
Conftitution of France againft which the Conven- 
tion of Pilnitz had been entered into, for the de- 
ftrudion of which above 100,000 men were then in 
arms, and to the execration of which moft of 
Europe had been worked up by art and power, 
was a larger boon, than thefe humbled menacers 
now demanded } and in their degraded impotency 
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'ic was rcfofed. A ferious Icffon to Great Britain, 
now a principal party to the confederacy a^ainft 
France, to weigh the original principles upon 
which (lit embarked in the caiife, the probability 
of failing. in the attempt, and the neat fum of ad- 
vantages even in fuccefs. The want of provifions, 
the wetnefs of the feafon, and the ficknefs of the 
army concurred to render the retreat of the Pruf- 
fians as deftruftive as it was difgraceful. It is ge- 
nerally believed, that the French Generals either 
from coUufion or humanity fpared them ia their 
retreat. Serious accufations were carried to the 
Convention upon this head, particularly againft 
General Arthur D.llon. But as Dumourier un- 
dt^rtook to j'uftify him, it was probably agreed 
upon in the negeciation between the Generals 
that no moleftation (hould be offered to the retir- 
ing army, Verdun and Longwy were given up : 
the fiege of Lifle was railed ; and thus ended this 
inglorious campaign.^ The French declared their 
country out of danger, as foon as the combined 
armies had evacuated it. They however pufli- 
ed their conqucfts far into Germany : and in the 
courfe of this month, Cuftine reduced the three - 
important cities of Spires, Mentz, and Frank- 
fort . 

The King of Pruffia and his General the Duke 
of Brunfwick will never clear their reputations 
firotn the fuipicions with which their condud of 
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this important campaign has covered them^ Nor 
will the brutal ferocity of their troops be ever 
forgotten, who pillaged with equal barbarity the 
French patriots as enemies, and the Trench emi- 
grants as their allies. Jt has however been faid^. 
that the late unfortunate Louis was prevailed upon 
to prefs by letter 'the withdrawing of the com- 
bined troops as the only means of faving the lives 
of himfelf and family'; and that this fetter deliver- 
ed to the commander in chief in the courfc of the 
negociation between the Pruffian and French Ge- 
nerals, was the immediate caufe of their retreat. 
Be it fo. . Yet a letter fo recently received and fo 
little expected, could not have produced the dif- 
ferent manifefto's, or have kept the combined 
armies from engaging the enemy, when they com- 
manded every advantage over them, or have 
driven them into difadvantageous pofts, or have 
deprived them of provifions, or have rendered the 
men and horfes fickly. The King of Pruffia and 
Duke of Brunfwick are not blamed nor contemned 
for having retreated from France when they 
were no longer able to hold the field, but for hav* 
ing by their extreme folly or treachery brought 
their armies arid. the caufe to fuch a ruinous alter- 
native. 
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Suceeffes ef the French in Srahant'—Ca/i of the Sextans 
rejtfiing the Emperor Jofepb^-^Flight of the Court 
from BruxeUes — ^he Archducbefs leaves behind the 
Emperor's grant of the Joyeufe Entree — EffeSls pro- 
dueed throughout Europe by the fuccefs of the French 
arms — Jddreffes of Britijh fuhjeSs to the National 
Convention — Decree of Fraternity — Our Minifiers 
alarmed about Holland -^ Lor d Auckland's M^f^orial 
to the States — Hijpofition of the pubUc towards 
, France^Judge JJhburfi's Charge to the Grand Jury 
—:Refie£lions thereupon. , 

1 H E brilliant and rapid fuccefs of the Repub* 
lican arms in the very outfet of their career, pro- 
duced the mod ftupendous and fatal confequences 
throughout all Europe. It gave radical firtnnef$ 
to thd party who had feized the powen and meansK 
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bf govemment in France ; it emboldened chem to 
infult their neighbours in prefumptuous defiance, 
to outrage human nature with impunity, and to 
revile in blafphemous impiety the Deity itfclf. 
The confederated princes, whofe fanguinary me- 
naces had provoked the irritation, as their dif- 
graceful difcomfiture had crowned the triumphs 
of thefe ferocious Republicans, were fo blinded to 
their infatuation, that they fought neither to cor- 
re^ nor aband(^ the principles which had led 
them to the brink of ruin ; but fatally fucceeded 
in plunging their affrighted neighbours alfo into 
the devouring eddy of deftruftion. Before the 
cloie of the current month, the dominion of the 
Republic was rapidly extended from the Alps to 
xlxe Rhine, from Geneva to the mouth of the 
Scheld, The vidtory of Gemappe fecured the 
conqueft of Brabaiit and Flanders ; and the mod 
numerous and bed appointed armies of the uni* 
verfe were every where, flying from the undif- 
ciplined, naked, but enthufiafti</ troops of the vie- 
torious Republic* How tardy arc governments 
to fee their too prefumptuous confidence, to cor- 
rc(5t their miftaken meafures, and to .adopt reme* 
dies appropriate to the evils that threaten them ! 
, The Houfe of Auftria had but recently fecured 
by the power of the fword the allegiance of the 
States of Brabant and Flanders. They had rifen 
to (hake plF the yoke of the Emperor Jofeph, 
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who too confident of his arbitrary ftrength and 
power, had as imprudently as injuftly invaded the 
rights of ^thefe fubjefts, and attempted to impofd 
upon them innovations in their religion^ and de- 
prive them of their fundamental privileges, upon 
the condition' of which they had originally put 
themfelves under the protedion of the Houfe of 
Auftria. The favourite but fatal policy of not 
yielding to the wiflies or claims of the people, 
whilft a Government thinks itfelf fufficiently 
ftrong to refill them by force, was here exempli- 
fied in a mod ftriking manner. The brave BcU 
gians, though heretofore too weak to withftand 
the power of the imperial arms, were too fpiritcd 
to abandon their claim to their rights and privi-. 
leges : they perfifted in demanding in peace 
what they could not maintain by war. The Go- 
vernment, though without ground for denying the 
juftice of their claims, added infult to the griev- 
ance of witholding them by the mere power of 
oppreflion ; they expofed their weaknefs and in- 
famy in their manner and time of acceding to 
the demand. After the taking of Mons, all was 
fear and confufion at Bruxelles. The French 
emigrants and every dependant upon the Court 
were at one time on their flight : the latter had 
fccured whatever boats, horfes and carriages they 
could to tranfport themfelves and their effefts: 
ftnd the dread of falling into the hands of the pa- 
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triots had completely cleared Brdxelles of every 
OBC who had avowed and fupported the ^principles 
of the confederated princes againft the Republic. 
The Archduchefs Mary removed with the Court 
to -Ruremonde : her hufband the Duke of Saxc- 
Tcfchen was with the army ; and, if general ac- 
count5 may be credited, had conduced not a little 
to the fatal difgrace of its overthrow at Gemappe. 
In her flight (he left a melancholy monument of 
the reludancc with which Government yielded to 
the juft voice of the Belgian people ; and in it an 
important leflbn to all fovercigns, that to with- 
hold the rights of their people, is to deftroy ac 
once their ^own power and authority. She ad- 
drtScd two difpatches to the Belgian people : one 
of them to announce her intention of holding her 
Court at Rurecnonde; the other to communicate 
to them the confirmation of the charter of their 
liberties called the Joyeufe Entree. In this diifgrace- 
ful flight of the Cojirt from the approach of the*. 
vidlorious hero of Gemappe, little fagacity is want- 
ing to trace the conceflions of Government to 
their immediate caufe. However in the very 
hour of defertion and flight (he affures the people* 
of his Majefty's intention to make jujiice a/ways 
the bafis of bis reign j and had therefore empowered 
her to declare, that be would inviolably maintain the 
Brabant ine Conjiitution and tbe Joyeufe Entree. An 
eaurlier attention to this juftice might have increaf- 
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cd the regret of tlie Brabantcrs at the departure of 
Archduqhcfs, and mitigated their joy at the ar- 
rival of Dumourier. 

The rapid and fuccefsful progrefs of the French 
arms feems to have eleftrified all Europe with 
a fympathetic ftroke of liberty. The caufe of 
France was made common with every complaint 
of grievance, and the unvvillingnefs to examine 
and redrefs them an open federacy with defpotifm 
to opprefs the general caufe of civil freedom* 
Throughout the Belgian provinces the reluftancc 
and tardincfs of the Emperor to admit and con-? 
firm the Brabantine Conftitution, found a quick 
and palatable remedy in the fucccfs of the caufe 
of France : the patriotic party in Holland fought 
in the fame fource an alleviation of their griev* 
ances againft the overgrown power of the StadchoU 
dcr, which the arms of PruflTia had recently in- 
crcafed. In England, particularly at Sheffield, the 
friends and fupporters of a Parliamentary Reform' 
conceived that they beheld in the fuccefs of the 
French arms, a fure earneft of their own and fel- 
low-citizens* free choice in the free members of a 
free parliament. In Scotland the difappointed 
Burgeffes who had in vain importuned parlia- 
xiien£ to take under their consideration the abufes 
of the Royal Burghs looked up to the happy iffue 
of the French invafion of the Netherlands for 
fhe corre&ion and redrefs pf the evils they com- 
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plained of. In Ireland the Roman Catholics con* 
eluded from the fuccefsful energy of the French 
Revolutionifts in giving laws to their own nation, 
that an united people could by no laws be ex- 
cluded from the Conftitution and Government 
of their own State : and the Diffenters and other 
friends of liberty connefted the deftruftion of one 
abufive Government in France" with the neceflary 
abolition of every other Government that was 
fupported by any fort "of abufe >vhatever. Thefe 
<ire the feelings of natural fympathy : the aftual 
cxiftence of the fore, creates the fenfation : and 
the unlkilfulnefs of the phyfician drives the de- 
fponding patient to his own imaginary modes of 
Tclief. 

Such were the fucceffes, and the efFefts of the 
fucceffes of the French arms. At home there was 
no party either fufficiently ftrong to refift the Jaco- 
bins, nor fufficiently refolute to attempt it. They 
produced feveral pretended and forged letters to 
criminate their unfortunate monarch of counter^ 
revolutionary plots : and by thefe manoeuvres they 
had difpofed a fpiritlefs public to an acquiefcence 
ax leaft in his predeteirmined fate. Meafures were 
accordingly taken to bring on his txiaL 

There had long exifted at Paris a fociety or 
club of Britilh fubjefts, who took a very fympa- 
thetic, if not an aftive part in the fuccefs of the 
Brench Revolution. Upon the news of the con* 
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queft of Brabant they celebrated the joyful tid- 
ings in a very magnificent and general fcftival; 
and afterwards addreflcd the Convention upon the. 
fubjeft. Some otbdr addreffes from Britifh fub- 
jefts were offered to and* accepted by the National 
Convention in congratulation of their fucceffes. 
One of them was prefented from the Conftitu- 
tional Society of London by their deputies Joel 
Barlow and John Froft^ who at the fame time 
entreated thtir acceptance of one thoufand pair 
of (hoes, as a patriotic offering to the brave fol- ^ 
diers of liberty. 

The National Convention was fo elated with 
the irrefiftible progrefs 6f their arms, and fo confi- 
dent of the propriety and re<flitude of every mca- 
furc propofed for its adoption,^ that it feems to 
have thought deliberation a drudgery beneath the 
elevated dignity of Republicans. In the incon- 
fiderate heat of enthufiafm, it pafled by acclama- 
tion a decree, " that the National Convention 
" declared, in the name of the French Nation, 
** that they will grant fraternity and affiftance to 
** all thofe people who with to procure liberty ; 
*' and that they charge the executive power to 
^* fend orders to their Generals to give affiftance 
*' to fuch people as have fuffered, or are now 
" fuffering in the caufe of liberty." This decree 
of fraternization was the moft impolitic meafurt 
that the Convention could poffibly have adopted ; 
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• it gave the dircft denial to ali their former prbfcf- 
fions of not interfering with the internal govern- 
ments of other kingdoms, and of not extending 
their ownby foreign conqueft : it raifed juft fuf- 
picions that' the fomenting difturbance and fedl- 
tion in foreign countries had become a fyftematic 
principle of the French Republic, and confe- 
-quently afforded their neighbours plaufiblc cx- 
cufes for not admitting them to affociate or fettle 
in their dominions. 

It appears that our Minifters began now to 
look with an eye of alarm upon the rapidity and 
extent of the French conquefts. Brabant, Flan- 
ders, and Liege had been fubdued, and feemed 
perfedtly difpofed to fraternize with their con- 
querors. It was well known that in Holland a 
very confiderable party of male- contents fought an 
opportunity of declarihg themfelves openly againft 
the Prince of Orange. Lord Auckland was there- 

, fore direfted to aflure their High Mightineffes, that 
as the theatre of war was brought fo near to the 
confines of their republic, his Majefty was both 
ready and determined to execute with the utmoft 
good faith the treaty of 1788. The States in 
their anfwer to this declaration from our Court,, 
profeffed the ftrongeft belief, that no hoflile in- 
tentions were conceived by any of the belligerent 

; powers againft them. The native phlegm of the 

Hollander begat, in the more peaceful and fleady, 
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z real rtludance to believe adtivity neccffary !• 
iave their country : an infuperabie hatred of the 
court party induced the more aAive to difTemble 
their expeftancies of what they mod ardently 
wifhed* Hence the frequent obfervation, that we 
had officiouily forced their High Mightinefies 
eveo into a war of defence, againft their own 
vi(hes and inclinations. 

It was now the determination of our Cabinet to 
fupprefs no longer their approbation of the prin* 
ciples of the grand confederacy • But it, was firft 
requiiite to difpofe the Nation to a proper ac* 
quiefcence in them. The multitude oftener 
ad from feeling than judgment: whom they 
bate fear or contemn, they eagerly perfecute, 
and are rarely delicate in the means, when they 
find the opportunity of fatiating their vengeance. 
A fupreme abhorrence df die French Government 
had been fuccefsfuUy implanted in the hearts of 
moft perfons in this country, nearly two years 
before the period of the current month: Mr* 
Burke then told th^m, that the French * " had 
*« put over theii: country an infolent tyranny, 
^< made up of cruel and inexorable mafters, and 
** that too of a defcription hitherto not known in 
'* the world. The powers and politics by which 
♦* they have fucceedcd, are not thofe ®f great 

• Mr..Burke*8 Letter \o a Member, p. 69^ 
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*' ftatefmen, or great military coinmaiiders, but 
^^ the pradlices of incendiaries, alfafiiiis, houfc- 
«* breakers, robbers, fpreaders of falfe ncws» 
^' forgers of falfe orders from authority, and 
<^ other delinquencies of which ordinary juftice 
** takes cognizance.'* Unfortunately none of 
their intermediate ads have tended to fofcen the 
features of this high-coloured portrait. In the 
excefs of their horrors lay the extremity of their 
folly in the mode of refifting the French Revo- 
lutionifts. Every meafure dired:ed< againft them, 
or their fupporters, or their admirers, however 
unwife, illegal, unconftitutional, or unjuft,. be- 
came fandioned in the obje<5t of its dire(3:ion« 
Artful advantage was taken of this difpoiition; 
every wi(h, every word and every aft ion, tliat 
was difagreeable to minifters, was hurled into the 
devouring vortex of the French Revolution, and 
reprefented to an affrighted nation as mingling * 
with the torrent that threatened deftruftion to our ' 
political fabric. 

Mr. Juftice Aftihurft on the 19th inftant deli* 
vcred a charge to the Qrand Jury, in which he 
very abl]( and pointedly fet forth the advantages 
.of our Laws and Conftitution, and lamented 
that " there were men in this country of Qprrupc 
*' principles and wicked intentions, who appeared 
** to be very much diflatisfied with our fyftem of 
** Government,, and publifhed libels on our Con- 
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*' ftitution daily ; when this was the cafe // was 
y necejfary for the membersof the ftate to find mt, 
* * pur/ue and punijh fucb wicked perfons. It wouW be 
" a reformation in the ftate that fuch corrupt 
** members (hould be cut off, to prevent others 
*«^from following their train." This refpedable 
Judge in looking forward fpoke the language and 
the fpirit of the Conftitution. But the unpuniflied 
and uninterrupted circulation of the Rights of Man 
for two years, was not grounded upon the recom- 
mendation which he thought neceflary for the 
prefervation of the State. In fad, the learned 
Judge, with all the delicacy that his official fitua- 
tion permitted, coulci not refrain 'from noticing 
the inefficient meafures purfued by Government 
to check the evil, " The authors who had pub- 
•* liflied fuch writings, however, notwithftanding 
*' the proclamation, had perfifted in their con- 
*^ duft, which proved that what had been done 
** was not quite effeftual to prevent the further 
'* progrefs of fuch feditious writings." On the 
next day however a new, and in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, a very Angular meafure was fet on 
foot to encourage and countenance the execution 
of the laws. This was the eftablifhment of an 
Affociation at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, of 
which, in its order and time, we (hall have ^fu-? 
lui^e ocicafion to fpeak. 
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Great Britain openly enters into the armed Confederacy 
— Second Proclamation -^Parliament convened with-- 
in fourteen days after having been recently prorogued 
to January — ^he militia called out — ^be Tower 
fortified — Kin^s fpeecb — Debates upon the addrefs 
to the Throne — Mr. Fox*sJpeech againft the war — 
His motion to fend over a perfon to treat with the 
Executive Power of Franee^^JUen and AJfignat 
Bills — The French offers to preferve peace — Maret 
fent over with indefinite powers — Trial of the 
French King — The dangerous fyftem of eftabUfkAng 
Clubs and Affociatiohs — Paine found guilty of libeU 
ling the Conftitution — The efeHs of Mr. Reeves's 
Affociation brought before the Houfe by Mejfrs. Fox 
and Grey. 

W E are now come to the introdudion of 
Great Britain upon the ftage. We unfortunately 
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are not difintcrefted fpcdators, merely to adapt 
our temporary feelings to the performance* of the 
aSors : we have a deep concern in the working 
of the plot ; our deareft interefts are involved in 
the unravelling of the piece ; and the dropping of 
the fcenic curtam will but uftier into reality the 
train of miferies and diftrefles which the perform- 
ance of our part in the drama will have entailed 
upon us. After fuch recent and repeated avow- 
als of the right of France to form, alter and mo* 
del its internal Government without the interfe- 
rence of any other ftate, after fuch unequivocal de- 
clarations of our intended neutrality, and the 
warmcft profeffions of amity and good under- 
fkanding, it was a talk of nd fmall ingenuity to 
engage the difpofitions, as well as to involve the 
interefts of this country in the armed combination 
againft France. The free and unchecked circu- 
lation of the worft of the levelling doftrines which 
had brought France to its prefent ftate of vio- 
lence and confufion, had operated their full effed 
upon thofe amongft us who were fufceptiblc of 
the mifchief : they had created in them a con- 
tcrnpt for ariftocracy and a diflike to monarchy : 
the evil was fatally augmented by the propaga- 
tion of other dodrines running into the oppofite 
extremes, which were fure to forward the very 
mifchief they were (perhaps) intended to prevent. 

Such a war was not to be undertaken upon open 
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principle : it was not therefore to bd fup|)oited by 
rfeafbn. • Appeal was to be made to the paffions i 
the pathetic cafe of a virtuous pcrfecuted mo- 
narch, put in contraft with the ferocious cruelties 
of a licentious and frantic populace^ had fucccff- 
fuily feized the feelings of a Britifti audience : 
and we all know how weak is the refiftance of 
cool and ftern reafon againfl: the pre-occupancy of 
animated paffion. This is in nature, and the pub- 
Kg was pi^epared for it by the words and example of 
Mr. Burke. * " fFe are Jo made as to he affeSed at 
Juch fpeStades with melancholy fentimenis upon the 
unftable condition of morial profperity and the tre^ 
** mendous uncertainty of human greatnefs i becaufe in 
*^ thofe natural feelings we learn great l^ons ; becaufe 
** in events like thefe our paffions inftrfiSl our reafon; 
•* when Kings are hurled from their thrones by the ' 
** fupreme director of this great drama^ and become 
*' the objeffs of infult to the bafe, and pity to the 
** good.^*^ The paffions of the public having been 
thus raifcd, and their reafon bemgfubjeSed tA the in-^, 
JiruSion of their paffions^ every with or effort to 
improve, ftrengthen or preferve the rights of the 
people, or to ktep the powfer of the Crown; within 
the limits of the Conftltution, became Equally 
ffeditious, difloyal and treafonable. To a peo- 
ple fo imprefled no m^afure againft-the obje6t;of 
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their irritfttiOA could become a fubjeA of difcu^ 
(ion, or hefitacion. Paffion is tranfienC: Feriias 

The Proclamation of the 21ft of May allege 

that the evil which it cothplained of had becB 

permitted to acquire a degree of ffa-ength thzi 

threw the whole empire info a ftate of alarm and 

ferment. The- addrefles which it excited from 

the people befpoke however. the loyal difpofirioa 

of the nation, and in proving the facility with 

which the evil could have been dmely remedied 

afcertatned the degree of guilt or folly of thofc 

who faw, difdaihed or negledked the opportunity^ 

In order however to render the intended mea>- 

fures palatable to the nation^ it became necefiary 

to devife fome domeftic urgency for entering into 

a war, that could be fupported upon no political 

juftice, encouraged by no profpeft of intereft, nor 

undertaken without ^at leaft the appearance of 

violating our expiefs profeffibns and promifes. 

His Majefty was accordingly advifed to ifluc a 

new proclamation. . The inefficacy of the firft 

proclamation fufficiently appears from the Ian- 

guage of the fecond : " That notwithftanding the 

" royal proclamation, evil*difpofed perfons were 

** ftill continuing with the utmoft induflry to at- 

<* ^empt the fubverfion of the Laws and eftablilhed 

** Conftitution of this realm, and to deftroy all 

** order and government therein/* It muft at* 
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the Tame tiiile be remembered that Thomas Palne^ 
againft whom the firfl: proclamation was avow- 
edly aimed^ was permitted to lire here with im- 
punity for near two years after the publication 
of his works, and recently to go unmolefted to 
take his feat in the National Convedtidn of 
France^ 

If credit be given to the words and aftions of 
his Majefty^s Minifters, the political ftate of the 
kingdom^ which depended upon the vigilancq 
and energy of their meafures, was at this time 
in the convulfed agonies of a. mortal diieafe. 
Without any external hoftilities either to maKe 
or . refiil, without the convi(!tion or even accufa* 
tion of any perfon for attempting to raife internal 
fedition or infurre&ion, without the example of 
one pain 9 penalty or punifiiment having been in- 
flidted upon a perfon guilty of turbulence or re- 
bellion, the Minifters thought themfelves Warranted 
in adviiing his Majefty by proclamation to call 
out and embody the militia^ and to convene the 
parliament (as in cafes of a£bual invafion and re- 
bellion he is only enabled) at an earlier pqriod 
than that to whieh it llood prorogued. Bounties 
were offered to landfmen and feamen* Naval ar- 
maments v/tvc put into preparation in all the 
dock-yards : the army was drawn into a focus 
round the metropolis : and the Tower was put 
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into a pofture of defence*. The proclamation an- 
equivocally ftatedy '* that the utmoft induftry was 
*^ dill employed by evil-difpofcd pcrfons wkhin 
*^ this kingdom, ading in concert with perfons in 
** foreign parts with a view to fubvert the laws and 
*^ eftabliQied Conftitution of this realnv; and to 
*' deftroy all order and government therein ; and 
** that a fpirit of tumult and diforder thereby ex- 
** cited had lately fliewn itfelf in afts of rifit and 
"' infurrcSlion.*^ Thefc are the fuppofed fads, upon 
the exiftence of which the very legality of the 
proclamation was founded ; for the Crown k only 
enabled to convene a parliament fooher than the 
time to which it (lands prorogued in. the cafes of 
adtual invajion or rebellion. No one ever queftioned 
the fa<5t of invafion : and no one has as yet difco- 
vered that of rebellion. The Legiflature for grave 
reafons reftrained the King's prerogative upon this , 
fubjedt in all cafes except two, which are in their 
nature of full notoriety, and therefore feemed to 
have been particularly cautious that no Minifters 
might ever draw out the militia upon frivolous or 

* If the Tower had been intended ferioufly to be put into 
a pofture of defence, a very different plan (hould have been 
adopted. At prefent it is more defencelcfs than ever: the dead 
work cf the walls is incrcafed, which therefore facilitates an at- 
tack; and the embrafures ar^ fo conftrucled, that a gun cannot 
be brought to bear out of them upon any point within the ex- 
tent of the ditch, 
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Mfe pretences. But how can infurredion or rebel- 
lion exift, but by the overt aSs of individuals ? 
And how can it be credited that thefe are known 
to Minifters, and that the perpetrators of them re- 
main purpofely or defignedly concealed or fanc- 
tioned by impunity ? 

His Majefty's 'fpeech from the Throne at the 
meeting of the Parliament was a mere echo of 
his proclamation. In it he fays> '^ I have care* 
** fully obferved a ftrift neutrality in the prefenc 
*^ war on the continent, and have uniformly ab- 
*' flained from any interference with refpeft to the 
'* internal affairs of France.'* The addrefs to his 
Majefty upon the fpeech was moved in the Houfa 
of Lords by Lord Hardwicke, and feconded by 
Lord Walfingham : in the Commons by Sir 
James Sanderfon the Lord Mayor, and Mr. Wal- 
lace. In both Houfes it was debated nearly upon 
the fame grounds. In the Houfe of Commons Mr. 
Fox, after a very long, eloquent and conftitutional 
fpeech, moved an amendment to the addrefs, which 
was negatived by a majority of two hundred and fort)^ 

As the minds of the ^public are now quieted 
upon the grounds of alarm which then agitated 
them,* they may after -a year's experiment of the 
meafures then projedted examine them without 
bias, and decide upon them without partiality or 
fufpicion of difloyalty. On this occafion Mr. 
Fox proved himfelf the moft fag^ious ftatefman, 
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the ableft fenato^, and the firtneft patriot. If thero 
exift in the breaft of any man at this hour 4 
feeling for the aftual fitiMXion of his pouiftry, let 
bim read over ^nd^ calmly confider Mr. Fo^s 
fpeech upon that memorable occ^iipn^ and his 
mind will be jnflanirly 'decided upon the awfql 
crifis of the prefent ipoment. He declared that 
the fpeech and proclamation vj^xq grsunded in falfc' 
heody and that the Minifters who had framed the 
fpeech had made the aflfertions with a full con- 
vi<5tion pf their falfehoqd : that they had caluni- 
piated the people of England by acci^fing them of 
infufredions which had no exiftence but in the 
brains pf thofe who had fipifter views in publiQi- 
ing thefe fictions. He very pointedly enforced the 
jianger of deftroying, as the prefent policy w^, 
the middle order of men, who were equally adverfe 
to pure deniocracy as to defpotifiii. A fyften^ of 
extremes was eftablilhed of the^ mod dangerous 
ronfequence. Thofe who dread yepublicanifm 
fly for fhelter to the crown. Thofe whq defire 
reform and are calumniated ate driven by defpajp 
to republicanifm— the evil nioft to be dreaded. 
He was ready to ftand in the gap between the wild 
projeds of new-fangled theories and the danger- 
ous revival of exploded and qon4emned doftrines, 
though from thefe latter he feared the worft' con- 
fcquences. He conneAed the fpirit of Govern- 
ment with the aftions of its avowed agents. He 
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confidered the nature of Mr. Reeves's • aflbciatton> 
and quoted the doArines publifhed and circulated 
by this learned chanrman, that inculcated the jure 
divino -right of Kings, which would have been 
treafonable in the years 1715 and 1745:' and 
fliis in a manner perfeftly new and inftruAive— : 
" Have you riot read the Bible? Do you vot know, 
^^ that it is there wriUeftf that the King is the Lord's 
anoint e^ ? But did you ever hear of bis having 
anointed a Republic ?'*— ^He preffed upon the 
Mintfters the danger of fporting with the feelings 
of the people; of raifing their alarms to draw 
from them the foothing expreflions of agitated 
loyalty; and warned them againft dunning the 
public mind .with repeated (hocks of fiflion into 
the infenfibility of a real attack. He deprecated 
in the ftrongeft terms the idea of going to war 
with France becaufe we difapproved of its form 
of Government. He infifted that reafon required 
we fliould firft attempt to negociate before we 
plunged the nation into war. If the ends we 
propofed to attain by arms could be acquired 
by negociation> the Nation demanded negocia* 
tion as an aft. of juftice. And the Minifters 
who refufed even the' attempt were refponGble 
to their country for the laviQi wafte of its trea- 
fure and the wanton and cruel eifuiion of its blood. 

* He 18 Chief Juftice of Newfoundland, and enjoys fomc 
other places under Government. 
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EVciy mifciy ofa moft deftruftive and ruinous, 
war would be juftly laid at the door of thofe, 
who from obftinacy, pride or folly would not ufe the 
means preffed even upon them by their very ene- 
mies'to prevent and avert the evil. It was infult- 
ing to the plain fenfe of man and (hocking to hu- 
manity, to fport wiih the fate bf empires, and fa- 
crifice the lives and fortunes of their citizens to the 
frivolity of punftilio. Can they find a power to 
war againft/ with whom they cannot treat ? Can 
they fettle cartels and armiftices (as in war they 
muft) with thpfe with whom they niay not pro- 
long and perpetuate them T Can they enfure 
the infallible, and. perpetual fuccefs of their arms, 
and prophefy to xheir country that this or a worfe 
executive Government in France (hall not hum- 
ble and force them to fue for the peace they now. 
fo infolently and haughtily deny the poifibility of 
treating for? To judge frbm the firft fruits of 
the Ciufade againlj France, he trembled and blu(h- 
cd to look forvyard to the probable iffue of our 
plunging into the difgraccful ruin. Let but ne- 
gociation be attempted, and its failure would en- 
fure his vote for the war. Negociation had lately 
prevented a -rupture with *Spain. And after his 
Majefty had told us in his fpeech that he has 
uniformly abftained from any interference with 
j-efpeft to the internal affairs of France, what 
Other reafon can there be for not faving this coun^ 
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try from war by negociating with the executive 
power of France (we interfere not with its form), 
but becaufe |he republic has not been anoinced 
with the holy chrifm from Rheim« ? He expect- 
ed to be in a minority, but a minority had re- 
cently faved the country from a war with RulTia* 
Were he alone, he would ftiU raife his finglc 
voice to avert from his country the ruin and de- 
ftrudion that the weak if not wicked defigns of 
Minifters were bringing upon it. Whatever might 
be the intoxication of the moment, he faw the 
hour of refleftion. not far off, that would convim;c 
his. countrymen of the preference of an honoura-* 
ble antidote to an expeafive, painful and humiliat- 
ing cure. In his ufual manly manner he added, 
that be would not content himfeif with deprecat* 
ing the afts of the Minifters, but he would pledge 
himfeif for the fyftem of meafures that he would 
propofe and fupport in hours of agitation like the 
prefent. If the Diflenters ihewed a tendency to 
difcontent on account of any partial oppreffion, 
he would repeal the Corporation and the Teft Afts. 
They complained of nothing elle : and their «f- 
fcdlionate fervices were of more C9nfequence to 
the ftate, than their exclufion from corporations 
was of benefit to it^ If any perfons were tindlur- 
ed with a republican fpirit; becaufe they thought 
the reprcferitative Government was more perfeft 
In a republic, he would endeavour to amend the 
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reprcfentation of the Commons, and to prove that 
though not chofen by all they (hould have na 
ether intereft than to prove themfelves reprefenta- 

. lives of alL If there were men difl'atisfied in Scot- 
land with the internal government of their Royal 
Burghs, hfe would examine their grievance and 
afford redrefs. If in Ireland the great body of the 
people ftated, Vhat was the fa£t, that they were 
cxcliMed from and demanded to be admitted to a 
participation of the Conftitution of their country, 
he would liberally admit their claim to right and 
juftice. He lamented forely that Government 
fhould have hitherto refufed to grant what would 
have been then thought the refult of choice ^and 
liberal policy; but which on the eve of. a public 
war TOuft appear to be the forced effed of necef- 
fity and fear. Were he in the prefent hour of 
iilarm to liTue a proclamation, it (hould be to in- 
vite every man who had a grievance to bring it 
to the bar of the Houfe of Parliament, in full conr 
fidence of having it fairly inveftigated. Thefe 
were the fubfidies he would offer to Government, 
What indeed of this was done ? Complaints were 
fuppreffed, the aggrieved calumniated as feditious, 

, redrefs rendered defperate, the freedom of thought, 
fpeech, and the prefs fubjedled to the judgment of 
ignorant, interefted and fpiteful informers, and the 
^ifapprobation of an arbitrary, unjuf t and ruinous 
fyftem of meafures converted into a treiifonaWe 

♦ attempt 



C 187 ) 

atcemi^ to fubvert the Conftitudon and Govern* 
mcnt of the country. He repeatedly inculcated 
what ihould he ever engraven in the hearts of all 
Minifters: That the Minifters of one country 
ought to treat with whomfoever they found in 
poflefiion of the power of another. That thofe 
who would only treat with powers de jurCj and not 
with thofe defaSto^ could not excufe themfelv'es to 
their country for the treafure that (hould be la- 
vished and the. blood that (hould be fpilt in the 
ironfequences of their obftinacy and arrogance. 
Their commiffion and delegation is to fuperintend 
and preferve the rights "and welfare of their own 
country, not to interfere with the forms and rights 
of the internal governments of others. 

Mr^ Burke, whoje paffions on this as bnibmc 
other occafions inftruSled his reafon^ fpoke 'for % 
confiderable length pf time in his ufual philippic 
ftrain againft France j and concluded that the 
prefent queftion was not whether an Addrefs 
ihould be prefenced to the Throne, but whether 
there (hould be any Throne at all. He threw out 
as ill-founded as it was an ill-natured allufion to 
Catiline's defigns upon Rome. The difference 
6f the prefent from the then fituation of this nation 
may have inverted Mr. Burke's doftrine, and 
taught men's reafon to inftru£t their paffions. When 
jhey (hall impartially have reviewed the refult of 
pne year's experitpent in this fatal confederacy, 
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their reafon will fiiid convidion in the accompliih- 
meoc of chofcsprcdiftions of Mr. Fox> to which 
their paffions formerly prevented them from af- 
fencing. Let them now faithfully caft up the 
current account of the year; let them labour 
to counterbalance in credit the black column of 
debtor of twenty millions*; let them weigh the 
advantages gained over the enemy abroad againft 
thofe v^^ have ourfclves loft at home ; let them 
compare the then flourilhing ftate of dur commerce 
witli the pref(^nt diftrefled ficuation of our manu- 
fadurers ; let them contraft the paft difcontents of 
the people with the Government, and their cla- 
mours againft the neceflary contributions to its 
fupport, with, their prefcnt melioration of •their 
condition, and their readinefs to fubmit to the pay- 
ment of nearly an additional million of annual 
taxes. Let them oppofe the arrogant rcfufal of 
our Mioifters to treat with the French about 
peace, to their vigour and exertions in fupporting 
the war. Let them look back at our vaunting 
threats to critfti by anticipation, the power which 
the fatal experiment has incres^fed and fortifij^d. 
Let thefti compute the future by our paft lolTes 
and misfortimes ; let them catt up the fum total of 

* The moneys raifed laft year, and what will bb ultimately 
Tcquifite to clear all expence^ hitherto incurred by the war^ 
cannot fall flvort of this eftimate* 
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curare miferies, diftreffes and difgrace ; let theifl 
calculate upon fair data, tiie improbability of at- 
taining the end of the war, which is theTubjeftion 
of France. Let them prove by unerring operations 
the impoffibility by any iffue of the war of com- 
penfating this country for the wafte of blood, 
treafure and happinefs even already facrificed to 
the ruinous and delufive objeft. And then let 
them learn to eftirnate public men by the cffefts 
their meafures produce upon the country. 

On the 3d day of the Parliament Mr. Fox made 
a motion in the Houfe, to addrefs his Majefty 
to fend a perfon to treat with thofe who exercifc 
provifionally the funftions of the Executive Go- 
vernment in France, touching fach points as 
may be in difcuffion between his Majefty and his 
allies and the French nation* He obferved, that 
the queftion having been narrowed by the difcuf- 
lions of the two former days, he made this motion 
with the intention that it might be entered on the 
Journals of the Houfe, for the purpofe of (hewing 
-to the country, that an attempt had on the firft 
opportunity been made by the reprefentatives of 
the people to avert the calamities of war by nego- 
ciation. He was as little as any man in that 
Houfe difpofed to commend the late proceedings 
• of France, nor did he admit the prefent toSie the 
moft defirable time for ffecognizing.thofe powers ; 
- bHt it was an unfortunate neceffityj this was the 
/? ^ firft 
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£ji): opportiiiuty o£ forwfrding the mq£ire, atid 
the fooner it was adopted the lefs remarkable it 
would be# After a very long debate the motion 
was negatived without a diviiion* The prudence 
and propriety of Mr. Fox's motion will only be 
feen and fairly judged in th^ painful moment of 
iiumiliation^ which will faithfully dirdofe die full 
waile of the blood and treafure that the adoption 
of it would have prevented. 

This fyftem of horror and enmity againft France 
having been eftabliihed^ although ho formal de- 
claration of hoftilities had been made^ the Parlia- 
ment proceeded to pafs the Alien Bill, and the 
Bill to prohibit the circulation of promiflbry and 
other notes, orders, undertakings or obligations, 
for the payment of any fum or fums of money^ 
created and^ iffued under or in the name of any 
public Authority in France. . Oppofition was given 
to each of thefe Bills in both Houfes chiefly upon 
the (ame 'grounds, viz. that they were direft 
infringements of thj^ Treaty of Commerce ; that 
they were hoftile meafures whilft we profeffed 
neutrality towards France ; and that they were 
founded in the falfe fuppofition of exifting danger 
in our own country. 

In the courfe of the month, Monf. Le Brun the 
French Minifter for Foreign Affairs made feveral 
attempts to open a negociation with our Minifters, 
fip preferve a good underflanding and to prevent an 

open 
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cq[>en rupture between the two countries. InftruAions 
were given to M, de Chauvelinj, and frefli agents 
were (entover with diredionstomake any overtures 
and conceffions that (hould be found effedtual to avert 
the miferies of a war. Ail proved inefTedual ; for 
^bout the clofe of the month M. Le Brun made a 
report to the Convention on the date of affairs with 
England. He faid that contrary winds had kept 
back the refulc of the lad ftep taken by the Execu- 
tive Council, which was the fpecial commiffion 
given to M. Maret, to admit almofl: of indefinite 
terras to prevent tlie war. He fpeaks flightingly 
of the naval armaments of England, and complains 
•much of the Alien and Affignat Bills, as infradions 
of the Treaty of Commerce which they had 
hitherto fcrupuloufly obferved, but from which 
they (hould in future hold themfelves releafed; 
that they had accordingly dire<Sl;ed their Ambafla- 
dor to make this reprefentation to Lord Grenville. 
It is confidendy reported that M. Marct had it in 
his inftruftions unequivocally to offer to our 
'Miniftry thefe three points : firft, that the naviga- 
tion of the Scheld (hould be given up , fecondly, 
-that the French troops (hould not approach the 
Dutch territories within a given diftance ; and 
that the decree of the 19th of November (hould 
be cither altered or repealed. When the oftenfiblc 
rcafons for undertaking a wa^ are thus previoully 
removed by the conceflion of the enemy, then none 
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fcut the mod fufpicious motives can induce MU 
nifters to facrifice tlie peace, treafure and welfare 
of the country to their fecret or* wicked views. A 
great part of the month was taken up by the 
Nati6nal Convention in the trial of the unfortunate 
Louis* His impending fate deeply afFedled the 
feelings of this whole nation. Several expedients 
and experiments were fuggefted in both Houfes 
of Parliament for averting the fentence which 
feemed doomed to be pafled upon him ; but none 
were adopted, merely from the fear of irritating 
the ferocious Jacobins to an earlier and fevercr 
fentence againft him. It v/ould have been difficult 
to provoke the Executive Council of France more 
than they at this time were at our conduft in 
paflihg the Alien and Aflignat Bills, in increafing 
our armaments both by land andfea, inrefufingta 
jiegociate with their Ambaflador, arid above alt, 
in haughtily rejeding the prbpofals which they had 
humbled themfelves in making by their extraordi- 
nary envoy Maret. 

There cannot be a more melancholy, though at 
the fame time more incredible proof of the infa- 
tuation of Minifters, than that, with the fatal exam- 
ple before their eyes of France having been 
brought into its prcfent fituation by the meansof 
clubs, they flioiild countenance and encourage 
that very fyftem throughout this kingdom. The 
motive of their meeting was indifferent as to the 
5 cffeft 
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effcft tf fetting the example. It Would, if hereafter 
founii ncceflarytp forbid thofe fclf-confticuted clubs, 
affociations or conventions^ be a difficult tafktoreft 
the legality of their meeting upon the purity of the 
motives of the aflbciates. Mr. Reeves*s aflbciation ' 
had fet out upon the moft falfe, wicked and dan- 
gerous grounds that could be devifed. They 
boaft of their being formed into a club for the 
cxprefs purpofe of preferving themfelves againft 
tb^ hcrrid attempts of daring and feditious men, who 
under thefpecious pretence of reformation wifh tojuh^ 
vert the CoTiflitution and Government of their Country. 
What can be more falfe, than that all thofe who 
'wifti to bring about a Reform in Parliament wifli 
to fubvert the Conftitution of their Country : What 
more wicked than thus to calumniate and crimi- 
nate their fellow fubjefts, who are peaceful and 
' loyal : What more dangerous to the State than to 
eftabhfli fuch a fyftem of enmity amongft citizens, 
and fomenting it by means obvioufly open to reta- 
liation, and immediately tending to the horrid 
effeds of irritation, revenge and defpair? It was 
but oh the 1 8th of the month that Mr. Paine's 
trial came on, in which he was found guilty by a 
fpecial jury of having libelled the Conftitution. 
.He had openly and unequivocally avowed himfelf 
its enemy, and exerted the full power of his talents 
to njakc what profelytes he could to his feditious 
dodrines; and if the evils and dangers complained 
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of in the prpclamations had a real exiftenoc, tbcf 
owed u undoubtedly to the tardy and inefficiex^ 
punifhment of the author and propagator of the 
dodlrines that produced them. Henceforth there 
^appeared lefs zeal in punilhing real delinquents^ 
than in afBxing the ^imputation of fedition and 
treafon to thofe who difapprovcd of the mea- 
fures of Government, or incurred their difpleafure 
by wilhing for a Parliamentary Reform. Accord* 
ing to the new doftrincof Mr. Reeves's a0bciation, 
it was holden out to the nation as illegal and uncon-- 
Jiitutional to meet for the purpofe of conHdering 
and difcuffing the ftate of the popular reprefenta- 
tion in Parliament, in which every voter and every 
.individual is in fad deeply interefted. It was 
therefore judged to be the pwudent, the effedtual, 
the legal, the conftitutional mode of checking and 
correding the evjl, to eftablilh thefe counter 
meetings and focieties throughout the kingdom, 
founded upon no other authority, fanftion or 
power, than the momentary (perhaps ill- grounded) 
conviftion of individuals, that the prefent fyftem 
of popular reprefentation fhould be kept on foot 
for the improvement or prefervation of thc'Confti- 
tution> and that the contrary opinion was a proof 
of an actual de(ire or attempt to fubvert the laws* 
government and conftitution of thecountry^ 

So ferioufly were the mod illiberal, fcandalous 
and iinconftitutiunal motives for holding thefe 
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affociations boafted of and propagated, that Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Grey thought it neceffary to notice 
them in the Houfe ; and now perhaps, // our fajftons 
have cedfed to inJlruH our reajbn^ the real import and 
tendency of them may be confidered without bias 
dr prejudice. One of the fifft publications made 
by Mr. Reeves the arch- patriarch of thefe affbciates 
was, faid Mr. Grey (on the 1 7th) not only calcu- 
lated to excite fedition, but abfolutely pointed out 
the clafs of perfons againfl whom the loyal fury of 
the mob (hould be direded. The extermination 
of t;he DilTenters was their aim, and the publi- 
cation alluded to alTerced, " That the Prejhyteriam 
•* bad been the cau/e of the difturbances in Am^ica ; 
*^ that by them the expences of the American war bad 
*^ been incurred^ and that the Birmingham Do£lor 
** (Priejiley) was more infamous even than PaineJ* 
Mr. Fox on the fame day produced to the fame 
Houfe a circular invitation to one of thefe loyal 
meetings at Staines, which ended with thefe words, 
deJiruSlion to Mr. Fox and his Jacobin committee^ 
Oxvthe 24th Mr. Fox in giving his aflent to the 
augmentation of the army, as he had before done 
to that of the navy, faid that he did it upon this 
only principle, that we ought to be prepared either 
to engage in war, or to negoci?ite with effcft for 
peace. He then took occaiion of mentioning to 
the Houfe the difmiflal from the army of two 
officers of rank and merit. Lord Edward Fitz- 
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gcrald for being fuppofed tp favour the caulc ef 
France when we were in a ftate of neutrality ^yith 
her, and af Captain Gawler, for having refufed to 
withdraw his name from the Society for Conftitu- 
tional Infornxation, to which fome of the firft 
charafters of the nation belonged. Thefe different 
circumftances befpcak their own tendency, and 
(hew the extent of the fpirit which produced them. 
He queftioned not the prerogative of the Crown 
to difmifs any officer from the army ; but thought 
that the exercife of it applied to fuch purpofcs 
becamp an objeft worthy of the confideration of 
that Houfct 
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C O N T E N t S. 

JMaret^s fecond miffion from the Executive Power of 
France ft ill rejelied—Spaiffs treaty of neutrality 
with France— Carter a biU-fticher condemned to fix 
months imprifonntent — Cricbton a tallow-cbandlerj 
for uttering feditious words in ' liquor — Mejfrs. 
Erjkine and Pigott removed^ end 'Meffrs. Graham 
and Anfifutber made Attorney and Solicitor General 
to the Prince of Wales — Death ofth$ King of France 
— Difmiffal of the Amhaffador^ and other meafures 
taken thereupon — Exertions in Ireland to reform the 
reprefentation of the people in Parliament — The 
AJfociation of the Friends of the Conflitution^ Liberty^ 
and Peace^ under the Duke of Leinfier — Bifhof of 
St. Davids^ Sermon — Reflexions thereupon^ 

1/ EW ddmeftic occurrences of this month are 

of any particular importance to the general purport 

of this Hiftory. The Parliament proceeded in 
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paffing the Alien and the Affign^t Bills. M. Marct, 
who had returned again frpm France with enlarged 
powers of n^gociating for peace, had fevcral con- 
ferences with our Minifters, who ftill rofe in their 
tone of difdainful rejeftion. The example of 
Spain, which had in the proceeding month entered 
into a treaty of neutrality with the Executive Power 
of France, was ftrongly urged as a precedent for 
our negociating without humbling ourfelves in the 
eyes of Europe. The Spanifti. ncgociation was fo 
emphatically the immediate aft of the Crown, that 
it was aftually conwnenced undisr the admin iftra- 
lion of the Count d'Aranda, and completed under 
that of the Duke d'Alcudia. All however was in 
vain : it was our inevitable fate to be plunged into 
the miferies and difgrace of this myfterious and 
ruinous confederacy. Maret returned to France 
under the mortification of having failed alfo in this 
fecond mifEon to the Bririfli Cabinet, Lord 
Loughborough, who in all the late debates upon 
the relative fituations of Great Britain and France, 
had been prominently zealous in fupporting the 
meafur6s propofed by Minifters, wa,s honoured 
with the Great Seals of England, and called to 
fucceed Lord Thurlow on the woolfack. 

As the Minifter had been either unable or un- 
willing to make an example of any perfon who 
bad been guilty of thofe afts of riot and infurrec- 
tion which had induced tlie neccffity of drawing 
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out the milkia, they .found that the j)rcfent afFec- 
tioa of the public mind could not be kept up 
without the mod exemplary and rigorous punilh- 
ment of future delinquents. The firft unfortunate 
viftim of this regenerated fevericy, which had dif- 
appeared with the memorable .Jeffries in the laft 
century, was one Carter, who was indided and 
found guilty of having unlawfully publiftied a 
fcandalous and feditious libel, intituled ** An 
*^ Addrefs from the London Correfponding So- * . 
** ciety to the other Societies in Great Britain, 
*^ united for the Purpofe of obtaining a Reform in 
** Parliament.'* The addrefs was an anfwer to that 
of Mr. Reeves's Aflbciation: and this wretched 
Bill-flicker was fentenced to fix months imprifon- 
ment for having pafted up the addrefs at the tor- 
ncr of St. Giles. — The next exaaiple was Daniel 
Crichton for uttering treafonable words againft the 
King : he was proved to have faid, that be would 
have uo King here, they had no King in Scotland: and 
the fame two witnefles who proved the uttering of 
the words, proved' alfo the intoxication of the vruX 
who uttered theiji: he had come up the night be- 
fore from Scotland to be bounden apprentice 
to a tallow chandler : honourable teftimony was 
made in court by a refpedable clergyman pf his 
general good charader, and he himfelf expreffed 
the moft fincere compunction for having in an un- 
guarded moment of intoxication uttered words, 
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which in his full refledion he woujd not ever 
have fpoken : he was fentenced however to thfce 
months imprifonment. The puniihment of fuch 
low and iniignificant individuals would Tcarcely 
fupport the fyftem of criminating every wifti for 
a parliamentary reform. Confidence was to be 
withdrawn from men of brilliant talents ^nd tried 
patriotifm, whofe zeal for the perfedion of the 
,Conftitution prevented them from abandoning 
even the hopes of correfting its few defefts. Mr, 
Erfkine and Mr. Pigott were removed from the 
honourable appointments of Attorney and Solici- 
lor General to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales : and Meitrs. Graham and Anftiuther were 
appointed in their lieu. . 

The confined plan of this Hiftory will not allow 
me to enter into a minute detail of the melan* 
choly execution of the unfortunate King of France, 
The queftion for his execution was carried in the 
Convention only by a majority of five votes. In 
his death, which happened on the 21ft of the 
r«^>nxh, he fhewed an example of the mod heroic 
fortitude and chriftjan fubmiffion to his unjuft 
fentence. Blood-thirfty and cruel a? was the con- 
duit of the regicide party to this amiable and vir- 
tuous monarch, it is much doubted whether they 
would have had the boldnefs to attempt or the 
power to carry fo unjuft and bloody ^ defign into 
executiop> if they had no( been enabled to pave 

the 
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the way for it under the pretext of fecuring their 
coumry from the imprudent and inhuman menaced 
of the Duke of Brunfwick. Some hopes were en- 
tertained that Dumourier, who was at this time at 
Paris, would have profited of his influence with 
the people to have attempted a refcue of 'the in-^ 
jured njonarch. No Ihew appeared of fuch an 
attempt. Twenty thoufand men. were under arms J 
and the (hocking fcene was clofed in the mod aw« 
ful fear and filence. Upon the melancholy report * 
reaching this country, the Court was immediately 
ordered into mourning for his late moft Chriftian • 
Majefty. M. Chauvelin was by an order of the 
King in Council diredted to depart this realm on 
or before the ift of February : and a meflage was 
fent by his Majcfty to both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, direding the correfpondence between M. 
Qiauvelin and the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, together with the order of Council in con- 
• fequence of the atrocious aft lately committed at 
Paris, to be laid before the&i ; and intimating 
that his Majeily in the prefent fituation of affairs 
thought it indifpenfably necefTary to make a fur- 
ther augmentation to bis forces by fea and land, 
for maintaining the fecurities and rights of his 
own dominions, for fupporting his allies, and 
for opposing the views of aggrandizement and 
ambition on the part of France, which would be 
^ ^U times dwg^rous to the general interefts o£ 

Europe, 



( 2^0* ) 
Europe, but 3irc peculiarly fo when connefted 
with the propagation of principles which lead to 
the violation of the mod facred duties, and are ut- 
terly fabverfive of the peace and order of ajl civil 
fociety. 

Whatever may be the inipreffions upon the 
paffions or minds of men in the awful moment of 
great, wonderful and terrific events ; they are. in 
th^ nature tranfient and momentary, as were the 
caufes which produced them. They may indicate 
the difpofitions of the perfons afFcfted : but tljey 
can afibrd no ground for engrafting upon them 
any meafures intended to be general and perma- 
nent. Truth and reafon, which are ever confift- 
cnt and invariable, can alone fupport and juftify 
cither the alteration or execution of laws which 
were founded in their bafis. True it is, that the 
kingdoms of Great Britain and -'Ireland are fepa- 
ratc and independent of each other: they. have 
feparate legiflatures and feparate laws : but they 
have an union of iriterefts, an union of affedion, 
an union of allegiance to the fame Sovereign : they 
know but one fpirit, one principle, one form of 
Conftitution. Great Britain and Ireland are con- 
vertible terms. Difloyalty, fedition and treafon 
are inapplicable to one if they be 'not applicable 
to both: the nature of the crime is common to 
both : the plus or the minus in the offence to the 
Sovereign may be determined by peculiarity of 
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drcumnianceS) iiot by variety of (bils. Let us 
then firft in one kingdom contemplate the Britifli 
L^giflature impervious to every application for a 
reform of Parlian^ent ; let us view the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain profecuting for fedition 
every man who fpeaks or writes or publi(hes his 
<wn or others* thoughts in favour of fuch reform ; 
let us view the multifarious Clubs and Aflbcia- 
tion^ regularly eilabli(hed through the kingdom of 
Great Britain, under the fan&ion of Government^ 
to pre&rve us againft the horrid attempts of daring 
and feditious men^ who, under tbejpecious pretence 
of reformation^ wijh to fubvert the Conjiitution and 
Government of the Country : then let us turn our 
eyes to Ireland, 

Here we fee a regular delegation deputed from 
three fourths of a people aggrieved by being de- 
prived (amongft other rights) of that of voting 
for members of parliament (though difcountenanr 
ced and oppofed by moft of the men in power of 
that kingdom) laying before their Sovereign in re- 
fpeAful confidence the fum of their grievances, 
and graciouily received by the common father of 
bis people*. Here we admire the tender anxiety 

* On the 2d of January the Delegates from the CathoUe 
Body of Ireland were introduced by Mr. Dundas at St. Jamirs's, 
and they prefented their addrefs, which was gractoufly received : 
they were MelTrs. Byrncj Keoghy Devreuxi Bellewi and Sir 
Thomas Frencht 

of 
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of a trdy patriot King recommmding to tfiat very* 
parliament to take into their ferious confiderat^on 
the cafe of his Romaa Catholic fubjeds^-whofe pe- 
tition they bad the year before reefed to recciYc. 
Here we behold a virtuous aflbciadon of true pa- 
triots headed by the firft nobleaien of the king** 
dom> combining their joint efforts to bring about 
a reform in the popular repreientation in' parlia** 
ftieat'^ .ei^tering into this amongft other refolutions : 
•* fha^ (be repre/entaiive pari of our kgijlature is not 
** derived from the pople by the free and general 
*• ele^im which the fundamental principles of out 
•* Confiitution require^ and the Jlate and condition of 
*♦ this nation would warrarrt*^ * Here we behold 
the Houfe of Commons refolving irfelf into a 

* This refpcAablc meeting, at which the Duke of Lcinfter 
preiided, wa6 called the Affociatioir of the Friends of the Con- 
IGtution, Liberty and Peace* The laft of their refolutions was, 
that every perfon becoming a member fhould fubfcribe the fbU 
lowing Declaration 2 ^* I fdlemnly promife and declare, that 1 
*< will, by all lawful means, promote a radical and effectual re« 
•* form in the reprefentation of the people in Parliapient, indud* 
«• ing perfons of all religious pcrfuafione : And that I will un- 
" ceafingly purfue that objeft, until it ftiall have been unequivo- 
^* caliy obtained : And, ferioufly apprehending the dangerous 
^' confequences of certain levelling tenets and feditious princi* 
^ pies, which have lately been difteminated, I do further declare, 
*^ that I will refift all attempts to introduce any new form of 
^4 Government into this Country, or in any manner to invert or 
^ impair Qur CpoiUtUtioni confifting of'King, Lords, and Com« 
«* mons.'* 
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ApmmitlceU iXamini mo the Jiatfi of the reprfjm^ 
tation of the ^eaple in parliament* Are we hence 
then to conclude that the wi(hesj efforts aad at* 
tempts of Britons to improve by a temperate re* ' 
form the reprefemation of the people in parlta^ 
ment are feditioue and treafonable ; and that the 
Sovereign and Parliament in Irelai^d countcnance> 
fupport and eoeoumge thefe verf ads of feditioxi 
and treafon ? 

* The melancholy iknilarity of circumftances be- 
tween the recent execution of the French mo- 
Darch and that of our firft Charles, whoie mar« 
tyrdom is commemorated on the 30th day of Ja« 
xiuary, fecmed naturally to excite the public ck*' 
pe&ation of fbme more than ordinary exertion 
fr6m the pulpit on this folemnby, revived as it 
was by the frefii application of fuch appropriate* 
matter* Doflor Horiley the Bifhop of St. Davids 
was diofen to preach this annual fermon: and 
upon the motion pf the Archbilhop of Canter- 
bury be was thanked for it by the.Houfe of 
Lords^ and defired to print it for the inftrudion^ 
and edification of the pdblic. But in the Houfti 
of Commons Mr« Sheridan, in his fpeech upon- 
the reported fedition of the country, took an oc* 
cafion of expreifing a very different opinion of 
this difcourfe of the learned prelate: *^ It open- 
ed," he faid, " with comments upon the vanity 
** of political difquilitions altogether, ,aqfl con- 

*' eluded 
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•* eluded with an anathema on thofc who did not 
*^ agree with him in political opinion, reviving 
•* all the flavery of paffive obedience and non-re* 
«* fiftance/* At a time when Government was by 
.proclamations and every other exertion of power 
forcing upon the nation the belief that the Gon- 
ftitution was in danger, the charge of reviving the 
di^ngerous and unconftitutional do<ftrines of p/if^ 
five obedience and non-rejiftance became really feri- 
ous. At the beginning of the prcfent century the 
maintenance of thefe doftrrnes from the pulpit 
had brought on the trial of Dr. Sacheverell; 
whofe impeachment, as Mr. Burke fajrs, * "^ was 
** undertaken and carried oh for th4 cxprefe pur- 
^ *^ pofe of ftating the true grounds and principles 
«« of the Revolution, which the Gommohs empha- 
" tically called their foundation*^* It is well known 
that he was found guilty upon the articles of im* 
peachment by what Mr. Burke calls a Jleady and' 
prevalent majority of IVbig Peers^ * ** The folemn 
"judgment of the Houfe of Peers againft Dr. 
•* Sacheverell muft in my opinion n^ake it abfo- 
♦^ lutely unlawful for any Britifli fubjeft in future 
•* openly to deny or difapprove of the Revolution 
" principles, or publicly to maintain thofe, which 
** are commonly called the tory principles.'* As 
thefe articles exhibited againft Dr. Sacheverell are 
become the legal teft of tory principles, I fed 

• Appeal, p. SS* ♦ J"ra Ang. 185. 
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a peculiar call of duty * to enable mjr readers to 
form their own judgment upon the political doc- 
trine? 

* Little did the author cxpe6l, and ftill lefs did he deferve the 
honourable mention which this refpeftable and learned prelate hat 
made of him in the appendix to this fermon. The merit of in- 
tention in writing his ^ura Anglortm^ and the aim at candour iii 
treating every fubjeft which concerns the church eftablifhmcnt, 
which his Lordfhip has fo kindly allowed him, he particularly 
wifhes to avail himfelf of on this and on every future occafion 
that may call him before the public. It would be an abandon^ 
meat of both, not to warn the public of the dangers to which 
he fees the nation expofed from the revival of Toryifm, and not 
to remark, that the zeal of the reverend prelate for that part of 
the Conftitution which had been openly and rudely aflatled, had 
led him into a dangerous excefs of unconftitutional do6irines in 
fupport of it* The learned prelate will allow, that'fince the au« 
thor has, in the work which his Lordfhip has condefcended to 
commend, faid, (p. 472.) ^^ th^tpaffhe obedience and non-refijl* 
** once could never by poflibih'ty have been applicable to or prac- 
** ticaUe in the Englifli Government ;" his apprehenfions and 
alarms of an intended change in that Government were not 
groimdlefs, when he found thefe Very do^rines enforced from 
the pulpit by a perfon commanding mod d^rvedly the efteem 
and veneration of the Nation. 

The immediate reafon of the author's work having been no- 
ticed by this learned prelate, was the infeition of a quotation 
from Calvin, dtcd from Philanax An^Ucus. The quotation 
from Calvin appears to the Reverend Prelate to have been mlfrc^ 
prefented by mutilation : and he enters into a full and elaborate 
icholium upon the words of Calvin, to (hew that they import no 
doctrine, principles nor fentin)ents againft royalty ; and he fays 
very juftly, that the author wil not be dtfpleafed^ that the mtmory 
of a great man Jhould be vindicated from an unfounded accu/atlun» 
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trines delivered by the learned prelate in this dif- 
courfe. Tl^is cannot be better effected, than by 

comparing 

< 

^0 tnjt^iceofmten^OHy nothing worjethma very patdoncAie mifiake 
is imputed to him. The author holds himftflf equally refponfible • 
f(;>r the quotations which he adopts from others, as for the aifer- 
tions he makes himfelf. But circumilanced as he was* he felt it 
to be a more delicate mode of coaveying certain truths to the 
public by the mouths of others tlwn by his own. He thought 
that he could Aiore delicately tell the public that the dodrinesof 
divine rights fq/pve obedience and non^r^anee^ had been the 
received proteflant dodrine of the Church of England in the 
words of the £i(hop of Worcefter» than in thofe of a private in- 
dividual who was not a member of that church : and that ^* the 
'* authority of thofe venerable men from whom it was derived, 
'* gave it a firm and lading hold in the minds of the clergy : and 
** being thought to receive a countenance from the general 
*' terms in which obedience to the civil magiftrate is ordained in 
*^ fcripture, it has countenanced in our days^ and it may be feared 
*< fliU continue to perplex and miOead the judgment of too many 
^* amongil us.'' (p. 134.) For thefe reafons the author dealt 
more largely in quotations throughout that <wQrk than he could 
otherwife have reconciled either to his inclination or judgment. 
The words of Calvin which were quoted, as applied by Phila-- 
nax jfnglicuSf are, Abdicantenim fe poiefiate terrem principes dum 
injurgunt contra Deum : immo indignifunt qui fenfeaatnr in hominum 
nwnero : potius ergi conjpuere oportet in illorum capita quarn its 
parere uii Jfc proterviuntf ut veUnt fpoliare Deum fuo jure .^^ The 
learned prelate undertakes to prove that Calvin meant no more 
by thefe words, than that God was to .be obeyed before man. 
They ever did convey to the undcrftanding of the author, as they 
ftill do, an indecent and irrevcrend idea of Royal Power ; uttered 
by an overheated republican, with the exprefs view of inftiHing 
tnto his followers a contempt and difguft of Kingly Power. 

3 They 
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comparing them with thofe of Dr. Sacheverell's 
fermon in the year 1 709. 

They appeared to hi'm falfe and dangeroud, becaiife they gencrallf 
made the Sovereign's oiFencc to God, the immediate ad of abdi- 
cation of his own authority over hi* fubjeds ; thus converting 
fubjc6b into judges of their King's confdence, and arbiters of 
their own obhgation to obey him. The author emphatically reJ 
probated thefe principles as inapplicable to the Britifti Conftitu* 
tion ; however congenial they might be found with thofe of the 
Republic of Geneva or of modern France. The author cannot 
apply the do<ftrine to the poffible repetition of the circumftance 
at this day in this country. If he may without offence or in-» 
delicacy hypothetically ftatc an order from a King of Great 
Britain to an individual to 1;<rorfhip an idol, which was the cafe 
of Daniel, 'the conclufion of the author would be, that he aflPeftccl 
a power he could not poflefs, in commanding a finful aft : but 
not that in fo doing he abdicated any power he before enjoyed. 
He could by no means juftify the perfonal infult to the Sovtf- 
reign, on account of the moral obligation of the fubjeft in fuch 
cafe to refill the finful order. Ahdicare fe poteftate^ according to 
the author's conception, is the aft of abdicating a power whicU 
is poiTcfFed by the abdicating perfon : now ho Sovereign could 
have had a power to command an offence to God : and what htf 
never had he could not abdicate, as ia evident. The author can- 
not therefore undeWland l?y thef^q words of Calvin, a mere fpiri- 
tual exhortation to his difciples to prefer their duty to God be. 
fore the unlawful commands of man. The abdication and non- 
enjoyment of a power are widely different. The author aUowd 
to every defcription of perfons, who fyftematically follow the 
doftrlnes of any mart, tha Superior advantage of rightly under- 
ftartding their gcnuirie fpifit : Ire defends hot his interpretation 
of Calvin's words, but merely declares, that the manner iu whici 
he underftoftd them, wps the reafoa why he introduced them as 
wlevmnt to the fubjed he was then treating^ 
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^be firji Article of the 

. Impeachment again/i 

Dr. Sacbeverell was, 

«'That he the faid 
^* Henry Sacheverell 
•* in his faid fermon 
" preached at St. 
** Paul's doth fuggeft 
*> and maintain, that 
** the neceflary^ means 
'^ ufed to bring about 
*• the faid 'happy Re- 
'* volution were odi- 
*' ous and unjuftifia- 
*^ ble : that his late 
" Majefty in his de- 
\^ claration difclairned 
" the lead imputation 
** of refiftance : arid 
*^ that to impute rg/^- 
** ance to the faid Re- 
•f volution, is to caft 
*• black and odious co- 
^^ lours upon the faid 
" Revolution/' The 
fourth and laft article 
ends thus : " And that 

'' hi» 



Pajages from the Bifhop 
of St. Davids' Sir- 
men. 

God to his own fc-' 
cret purpofe direfts tKc 
worft aftions of tyrants 
no lefs than the beft of 
godly princes. Man's 
abufe therefore of his 
delegated authority is to 
be borne by refignation, 
like any other of God's 
judgments. The oppo- 
fition of the individual 
to the Sovereign Power 
is an oppofition to God'ft 
providential arrange- 
ments. In Govern- 
ments which are the 
worft adminiftered, the 
Sovereign Power, for 
the mojt part, is a terror 
Hot to good wor^s, but 
to the evil, and upon 
the whole far more be- 
neficial than detrimen- 
tal to thq fubjedt. Btit 

this 
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*< his (aid malicious and 
<^ feditious fuggeftions 
«' may make the ftrong- 
^' er impreflion upon 
** the minds of his 
«* Majefty's fubjeds, he 
^* the faid Henry Sa- 
** cheverell doth wick- 
*^ cdly wreft and per- 
*^ vert divers texts and 
" paflages of Holy 
•^ Scriptures/* 
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this * general good of 
Government cannot be 
fecured upon any other 
terms than thtjubmiffion 
of the individual to what 
may be called its extra-^ 
ordinary evils (p. 17). 
St. Paul reprefents the 
earthly Sovereign as 
the vice-gierent of God, 
accountable for ptiJconduSl 
to bis heavenly majier^ 
but entitled to obedi- 
ence from the fubjeft . 
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France declares war againji England and Holland-^ 
Our vkws in going to war not avowed^^Tbe Na^ 
tional Convention announces their reafons for declar* 
ing war — King^s mejfage to loth Houfes — Debates 
on the addrejfes moved thereupon — Mr. Fox^s mo- 
tioft upon the grounds of the war — Dumourier etrters 
Holland — Breda and other towns bejieged — Two 
thou fund Englifh Guards fail for Holland: and 
twelve tboufand Hanoverian troops fent thither to 
be under the comnuind of the Duke of York — War- 
like preparations general throughout the empire — 
Four fencible regiments in Scotland refolvedupon in- 
Jlead of a militiO'^^A militia propofed and adopted 
in Ireland of Jixteen thoufand men — Five tboufand 
men voted to augment the forces of that Kingdcm^^ 
M^. Grattan^s caution to Minijiers upon this ateg^ 
mentation of forces. 
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T is the ufiial replj^ to all complaints againft 
the ruinous war, in which we are fatally involved, 
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that It is defenjive, and therefore unavoidable on 
the part of Gr-eat Britain. True it is, that the 
firft adual and cxprefs declaration of hoftilities 
proceeded from the French Republic, when on 
the fecond of the month the Convention decreed, 
that on accounrof the multiplied afts of hoftility 
ahd aggreflion (which were detailed in the Con- 
vention) the French Republic was from that time 
at war with the King of England and the Stadt- 
holder of the United Provinces. This open and 
manly conduft of the republic was certainly more 
honourably and jull than the fyftem of intended ^ 
infults and unavowed aggreflipns with which this | 
country provoked France to the neceflity of dc» ' 
daring hoftilities. ' It is a hjumiliating circum- 
Hancc for Great Britain to be outdone in candour 
by any nation : peculiarly fo by the French in 
their prefent iituation. It is beneath the fptrik 
and principle of a Briton firft to provoke and 
then to aflume the merit of being forced to the 
combat by acceptance of the challenge. The 
mean attempt could never have been made, but to / 
diffemble truth or cover infamy. If the principles 
and .views of the confederated pOwers, which 
we have coalefced to forward, will ftand the teft 
of honeft inveftigation, why not difclofe them to 
the nation that riiks its welfare in their fupport? 
Government to this hour either knows them not,^ 
Of d^jes not ^vovv them. The late proclamation 
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of his Majefty publiftied at Toulon, which ex- 
preffes a hope that the other .powers have the 
fame moderate views in their exertions againft 
France, which he has, b efpea ks the ignorance of 
them on one hand ; and on the other, the aftual 
Confederacy in a war of fuch magnitude forbids the 
furmife of its being hazarded upon unknown prin-^ 
ciples and with uncertain views. It is notorious 
( that Auftria and Pruflia in making war againft 
; France whilft it had a Conftitution muft have 
f had different views, than when they declared that 
/ their intention was to re-eftabli(h. royalty upon the 
'.principles of that very Conftitution. This policy 
of forcing France into the declaration of hoftili- 
ties was only for the infidious purpofe of avoid? 
ing a declaration of the principles upon which we 
^ entered into the war : a purpofe as dilhonour- 
able to our enemy as di(honeft to ourfelves. But 
it has been the. late fatality of our countrymen 
to be feduced by doftrines and opinions which 
they cannot defend, and which they blufh to 
avow. Mr. Burke has been explicit in detailing 
the principles, views and motives of this wart 
He complained indeeS in the debate of the i2tb 
inftant upon the war, that the progrefs of his opi- 
nions had been too (low upon the Nation ; though 
now the full blown mifchief had efFedtually alarm- 
pd them into their full adop*tion. * '* Thefe 

* Letter, 19, 2Q, , 
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" madmen to be cured muft firft like other mad- 
" men be fubdued. Never (hall I think any 
*' country in Europe to be fecure, whilft there is 
eftablilhed in the very centre of it, a ftlte (if 
fo it may be called) founded upon principles 
" of anarchy, and which is in. reality a college 
** of arnxed fanatics, for the propagation of the 
" principles of affaffination, robbery, rebellion, 
^^ fraud, fadion, oppreffion and impiety.'* If 
however the fword be drawn to fubdue thefe 
madmen, to corrcft their' morals and to prevent 
the infedion of their principles, the nation had 
furely a right to know the end to be attained by 
Ihis vaft elpenfc of their blood and treafure : 
they were entitled to examine the grounds of 
this extraordinary miffion, to. cure difeafes, cor- 
jeft vice and ftem immorality by the dint of the 
Jword. Xbis is a fpirit of chivalry very coftly and 
very precarious ; a crufade to be warily preached 
up and encouraged. Are then the madnefs, the 
anarchy, the vices of the French, a reafon Why 
Great Britain is to facrifice her peace, treafure, 
bk>od and profperity ? Is their cure or corredtion 
^ to terminate the war ? I bludi however to con- 
traft the manly and fyftematic conduft of thefe 
very madmen with our own. 

They publiflied a declaration, that the King 
of England had withdrawn his ambaflador from 
France, and refufed to acknowledge the ambaf* 
fador of their Republic ; that the Britilh Govern- 
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ment had obftruded the purchafe of corn, arms and 
iperchandize made by French citizens and agents 
pf the Republic, and laid an embargo on vefTels 
jbouna for France, prohibited the circulation of 
afBgnats, fubjcfted French citizens to inquifitional 
ye^ations, and.refufed thetn refidcnce in England 
in violation of the treaty of commerce : that Engir 
land had greatly increafed its forces by land and fea 
whiift at peace with every {^ower in Europe, and 
boafted in pariiament that France was the hoftile 
objcft of its armaments : that the Britifli Mini- 
fters had uniformly returned their propofals and 
offers of peace with haughtinefs difdjiin and arro- 
gance : that they had fcnt a fquadron into the 
Scheld to interrupt their warlike operations in the 
Netherlands : that the King of England had con- 
cluded a treaty with Auftria and Pruffia their ene- 
mies, fo recently as in the laft month of January, 
and had drawn into the league againfl their Re- 
public the Stadtholder of the United States, who 
had fince taken fimilar preparatory ileps for hof- 
tilities ^ainft them : that they are necefiitated to 
look upon thefe afts of the Britilh Court and of 
Holland, as afts of hoftility and eq^iivalcntjto a 
declaration of war. It is to be lamented, that 
England has not been equally explicit in avowing 
and declaring the reafons and motives for the afts 
of aggreflion with which the^Frcnqh Republic fo 
publicly charge her, 
^ ? Th9 
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The whole fyftem of aggreffion and defence^ 
and the detail of the reafons^ principlesj viewsi 
motives and ends of the war were fully entered 
into by both Houfes of Parliament, in the debate 
upon the fame day on which hi^ Majefty*s meffage 
concerning the war was delivered by Lord Gren- 
viile to the Lords, and by Mr. Pitt to the Com* 
mons. Similar amendments were propoied in both 
Houfes, to the addrefles moved for to the Crown 
vipon the melTage. . Thefe amendments went to 
exprefs a cordial co-operation of the refpeftive 
Houfes in profecuting a juft and neceffary war, in 
order to procure a fafe and honourable peace ; but 
which (hould import no approbation nor fanftion 
to minifters for having through their imprudence 
or obftinacy involved the country in a war, from 
which it might be now too late to extricate it^ 
other wife than by the fuccefs of their arms or the 
.bafeft of conceffions. The chief fupporters of 
thefe amendments in the Lords were the Marquis 
of Lanfdowne and the Earls of Lauderdale and 
Stanhope ; in the Commons MeflVs. Fox, Sheri* 
dan and foa]ie few others, whom Mr. Burke taunt-^ 
ingly on this occafion termed the dwindled pha- 
lanx * of Oppolition. Here was again an accu^- 

* Mr. Sheridan, in hid reply to Mr. Burke, obfcrved that it 
was but lately thfit the Right Honourable Gentleman had be- 
stowed this appellation upon the Oppofition : he hpwever glo- 
' fied in il» for the term implied a body of men compa& in its for- 
mation and a^ing with union and vigour. 
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miiUtion of triumph to Mr. Burke ia the furc and 
general (though according to him but too flow) 
operation of his * greaf lejQTons : becaufe, in roents 
ike tbefe cur pqffiens inftruSl tmr uajon. The Ser- 
vants of the Crown very fuccefsfuliy excited the 
feelings of the members againft the French as a 
horde of aflaflins, thieves and regicides then eafily 
difcoloured every meafure that had been adopted 
by them. Of all the reafons reported to 4:heir Con- 
vcntion for their declaration of hoftilities, one only 
was pofitively denied, which was the conclufion of 
a treaty with the Emperor in the month of Ja- 
nuary. The prod udion however of the papers 
concerning it, when called for by Lord Lauder- 
dale, was refufed. The Minifters admitted a ne* 
gociauon for a general armed combination againft 
France, but *difavow€d any view, or intention cf 
interfering with her internal affairs, or of impofing 
upon her any particular form of Government. 
They reprefented feveral ads of the French Go- 
vernment as aggreffions on their part ; and in- 
filled particularly, thajt their decree oi fratemiza' 
tietiy their entry of the Scheld, and conquefts in 
Brabant, Savoy and Germany were each a fujffi- 
cient ground for declaring war againft them. 
They admitted that even after Chauvelin had 
been ordered away, IVIarct had returned with frefh 
propofals for enfurinp peace ; but that he had not 
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been accredited nor his prepoH^ls received : yet 
they aiTumed the merit of more patience^ induU 
gence and experiment in their efforts to avert the 
war, than thejuftice of the cafe or the importance 
of the crifis would perhaps juftify. Refufing to 
accredit any Envoy from the exifting Govern- 
ment of France, with whom they poflibly could 
treat, they boafted of a fpecial commiflion fent 
over to Lord Auckland to negociate for peace with 
Dumourier, who had- received his command o^ 
the French armies frojn that very Provifional Ex- 
ecutive Council to which they denied the power 
of deputing an accredited, Envoy. Appeal was 
on the other fide made to the notoriety of fad:s 
and the undeniable conclufions from avowed prin- 
ciples. The recall of our Ambaflador froni Paris 
was {lated as a declaration of hoftilities within the 
exprefs meaning of the fecond article of the treaty 
of commerce : that the prohibiting the exporta- 
tion of corn to France, when other foreign mar- 
kets were open, and the Alien Bill, were fpecific 
violations of the fame treaty : the difgraceful ex- 
pulfion of the FrCnch Ambaffador was an open 
declaration of hoftilities. The queftion was forci- 
bly put by Lord Lanfdowne, " Who are the ag- 
^ greflbrs ? — They who kept a Minifter, or they 
^* who djfmiffed him ; they who offered to ex- 
** plain, or they who refufed 'to hearj they who 
J? offered to go on and trade in amity, or they 
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** who prohibited the exportation of grain to them, 
** whilft open ro all the reft of the world ?" By 
this war we were making a coipmon caufe with 
Auftria and Pruffia, who had never hitherto avow- 
ed their views and principlesj and we might per- 
haps be drawn in to join with them againft the 
will of the Nation, to impofe a Government upon 
France, a purpofe which we had ftill the grace for- 
mally to difavow. .Minifters had caufed or per- 
mitted the alarms and paffions of the Nation to be 
raifed and inflamed. They have committed us in 
a war, and they da,re not avow the cjtufes of it, nor 
tell us on what terms peace might have been pre- 
ferved, or may hereafter be procured. The event 
of the laft campaign and the example of the 
American war were ferious memento's to Mini- 
fters, that we may be compelled to make peace on 
terms lefs advantageous than could have been ob- 
tained without unfheathing the fword. All thofe 
who fpoke for the amendment to the addrefs, uni* 
formly exprcffed their earneftnefs in carrying on 
the war vigoroufly, whilft we were unfortunately 
involved in it ; but perfifted that they could not 
in truth and juftice join in an addrefs which af- 
ferted it to be an unprovoked aggreflion on the 
part of France. 

Mr. Fox and his friends were refglved to make 
one more effort to afford their country an unequi- 
vocal proof of their patriotifm, in difcountenan- 
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cing the neceffity of the war : he accordingly pro* 
pofed a ftring of rcfolutions, that tended fairly to 
difcriminate the grounds of the war, which the 
Minifters avowed, from thofe which tliey difavow- 
cd ; in order that the nation might at all times 
know how near they approached to the end, which 
was propofed by the war, and when the propriety 
or exigency might arife of making either a fet)a- 
rate or a general peace, Mr. Fox candidly ailed- 
ged that his objcdt for making' thefe motions was 
to procure a declaration of the precife grounds 
upon which Gentlemen had voted for the war ; for 
from many circumftances he was induced to be- 
lieve, that the real objefts of our Minifters in go- 
I': ing to war were thofe which they difclaimcd; 
and that tbofe which they avowed were only pre- 
texts. Since however none of the lefolu^ions 
went to the merits, but only to a manifeftation 
of the reafons and grounds of the war, the fame 
objeftions did not feem to lie againft tbem,^ as 
might be raifed againft a motion of ccnfure or 
difapprobation of the meafure. The motion how- 
ever produced a very heated debate, Icfs iritercft- 
ing than any of the former debates upon the fuh- 
je6t, by the repetition of old arguments ; but fuper* 
abounding with inveClive and malevolent infinua- 
tion. The Houfe divided upon the motion forty- 
four for, and two hundred and twenty-fix againft 
it. The war being now irretrievably entered into^ 



afid Dumourier having . failed in all his efforts to 
negociate for peace, entered Holland with his vic- 
torious troops, and foon reduced Breda to a capi- 
tulation : Klundert, William ftadtand Maeftricht 
were befiegedi and Bergen-op-Zoom, Tholem 
and Steenberg were blockaded at the fame time. 
Two thoufand Britifh guards were fent over to 
Holland under the command of the Duke of 
York : atid a body of twelve thoufand Hanoveri- 
jsins were ordered to march immediately towards 
Holland to be under his Royal Highnefs's com- 
mand .^ 

Warlike preparations were forwarded through- 
out every part of the empire^ In Scotland Mr. 
Dundas had propofcd to eftablifli a militia : but 
the plan was abandoned, and four regiments of 
fencibles were refolved upon in lieu of it. Lord 
Hillfborough moved in the Houfe of Commons 
i'mlrcland for leave to bring in a Bill to eftablifli a 
militia of iixteen thoufand men : and on the fame 
day the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved to 
raife an additional force of five thoufand men: 
both motions were agreed to. But upon the latter 
Mr, Grattan wiflied to know precifely the purpofc 
of this augmentation : whether to aflift Great Bri- 
tain in the French war*, or to guard againft the 
danger of domeftic infurredlion : he obferved that 
with this augmentation of the army and the ef- 
l&bliftimcnt^of the militia the Irifli forces would 
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jtmount to thirty-three thoufand men, a force un- 
precedented in that kingdom. He added that it 
was in reliance upon the candour of that Houftf 
*that they would give every neceffary rcdrefs td 
the complaints of the people, that he agreed to 
the augmentation/ He warned them againftthe 
fallacious hope, that the force which they now re- 
ceived would enable* them to defpife or rejeft 
the wifhes and voice of the people, Ireland would 
never be more coerced by force. 

Of all the powers that coalefced againft France, 
Ruffia feems to have been the moil politic and 
refined. She engaged to fupply large fubfidies^ 
ten fail of the line, and whatever troops (hould be 
wanted to fupport the caufe. It is believed that 
(he fent fome piecuniary relief to the French Princes. 
She certainly paid marked honours to- the Count 
of Artois whilft in Ruflia, and fent him in a fri- 
gate to join his brother and the other emigrants in 
Germany. The (hips have not as yet appeared 
in our feas, and her men have been lately Ipnown 
to march to no other country, than to fubdue and 
to enflave the unfortunate Poles. And yet with- 
in her territories, (he has been more rigoroufly 
fevere in guarding againft the propagation of 
the French principles than any fovereign in Eu- 
rope. On the 8 th of this month (he fent off 
the French ambaffador, bani(hed every French 
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man and womaa from her ftates ^ho rcfiifed up- 
on oath to renounce the prefent power of Go- 
vernment in France, and prohibited the im-- 
portation of Frenph books, journals and newfpa- 
pers into any part of tlie Ruffian Empire. 
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foftered by Mr. Reeves's aflbciation, and certainly 
not difcountenanced by Government, had now 
grown into fuch ftrength as to produce confequen- 
ces of the moft alarming nature. The agitated 
minds of the public were daily, more and more 
inflamed by the moft terrifying accounts of do- 
meftic infurreftions and deep-laid plans to deftroy 
the Conflitution. The dwindled Phalanx of Oppo- 
fition was fo openly, fp grofsly and fo confident- 
ly abufed and calumniated, that^to many their 
very names were fynonymous with the term of 
traitor and enemy : even in the very houfcs of 
parliament, prejudices alarms and fears had ope- 
rated upon many a conviftion, that to difapprove 
of the war againft France was treafon to England, 
that to examine or enquire into the grounds of 
public meafures had almoft ceafed to be the confti- 
tutional duty of a Senator, and to divide with Op- 
poCition was but little fhort of rallying under the 
ftandard of fcdition and rebellion. Any fchcmc 
againft the State, in which fuch able men as thofc 
who compofed the Oppofition had concurred, 
would have been truly alarming. The rank ^ta- 
lents and refpedability of the confpirators, had 
fuch been the cafe, were indifFoluble ties upon 
Minifters to drag them forth to the juftice of theif 
offended country. Now that the fever of alarm 
has abated, and men are allowed to refledt upon 
the tendency of public meafures without incurs 
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fiog the fufpicion or guilt of fedition, it will not 
(hock the loyalty even of Mr. Burke to aflert, that 
known A(9bs of riof and infurre£lion muft make 
known fome criminal perpetrators of them, that 
confpiracies and treafons cannot be difcovered 
without the knowledge of the confpirator or trai- * 
tor. Will he not allow,, that the feverity of the 
law lofes its energy in ceafing to be exemplary ? 
In juftice therefore to the calumniated people of 
Great Britain, to refcue the public mind from the 
agitation of imaginary dangers, and to re-eftar- ' 
blifh the confidence of a deluded people in the 
executive powers of Government, Mr. Sheridan 
moved in the Houfe, that an humble addrcfs be 
prefented to his Majefty, praying that his Majef- 
ty may be pleafed to give direftions " that there 
*' be laid before the Houfe' of Commons all the 
** information which may have come before his - 
*^ Majefty on the fubjedl of fedition, in order that 
*^ it may be referred to a committee of this Houfe, 
«' &c.'* With refpeft to the late fuppofed fedition * 
and difpofition to infurredion, and the lurking 
treafon of which fo much was faid, and fo much 
more feemed conjedlured and fufpcfted, there 
were three circumftances to be confidered> and 
three poiats of view in which the fubjedt ought to 
be placed. The firft was, that the danger had 
been real. The fecond was, that the whole was 
ti falfe alarai> really entertained by Government^ 
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in which cafe, the propagation although unforto* 
nate^was yet honed. The third was, that the 
whole was founded on a fyftematic plan latd by 
Government, for deluding the fenfe, and finally^ 
fubduing the fpirit of the people. In any of thefe 
fupppfitions the only mode of fatisfying the juf* 
tice of the people, quieting the public alarms, or 
juftifying the Minifters to the Nation^ was to in- 
ititute a committee of enquiry. In a very long 
and animated fpeech, be entered largely and 
clearly into each of thefe diftindt points. Mr. 
Lambton feconded the motion : a very violent de- 
bate enfued, in which Mr. Fox, Mr. Wynd- 
ham and Mr. Burke took the chief part. The 
motion however was negatived without a diviiion. 
That Minifters had purpofely raifed thefe 
alarms in order to feduce the Nation into a war, 
which in cool reafon it w6uld have reprobated, is 
a fad perhaps at all times out of proof; in vain is 
it argued againft the feelings of interefted parties 
at the time, and will only gain impartial credit 
from a future unbiaffed review of the fafts, which 
both parties now admit and varioufly reprefent. 
Certain it is, that no individual from that time to 
this has been profecuted for any a& of riot or in- 
fHrre£iionj or for any rebellion or treafon that 
trould have given rife to any danger, or that ought 
to have caufcd any alarm in the country. The 
Mioifterial party admits the hOi^ but attributes it 
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not to the want of guilty but to the impropriety or 
danger of punifliing the crimipal. The Oppo- 
fation reft the innocence of the country upon this 
very pretended forbearance of Government to 
punifh the culprit. This fpirit of forbearance, 
whether grounded on mildnefs prudence or po- 
licy, has not fince continued very general; for 
there is fcarcely ^ bookfeller connefted with Op* 
pofition, that has not fince that time been profe- 
cuted for having fold the works of Thomas Paine 
at fome time within the two years, during which 
they were fo generally circulated with impunity. 
. Few circumftances mark more ftrongly the in- 
veteracy of the political prejudice with which Mr, 
Fox was at this time viewed by the public, than 
the feceflion of forty- five members from the Whig 
Club ;- amongft whom were Mefifrs;. Burke and 
Wyndham. Their pretence for feceding was on 
account of the following refolution which had 
been entered into on the aoth of the preceding 
month, viz. " That the Club think it their duty, 
^* at this ejctraordinary junfture, to aflTure the 
^' Right Honourable Charles James Fox, that 
'* all- the afts of mifreprefentation which have 
'* been fo induftrioufly ufed of late, for the pur-r 
^^ pofe of calumniating him, have had no other 
*5 effeft upon them, than that of confirming, 
<* ftrengthening and increafing their attachment 
^* to him." Upon this refolution, no difficulty nor 
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objeflion could arife againft Mr. Fox but in flic 
minds of thofe, who gave credit to the calum- 
nies ; and if they really believed or knew him tQ 
be guilty of what he >yas accufed, it was their 
duty to do foniething more than to withdravy 
fhemfclves from a club of which he was a mem? 
ber. In matters of fedhion and treafon, conniv- 
ance, fuppreffion and permiffion are not wholly 
innocuous in this country : our laws make a feriouj 
crime oi mifprifion oi xxtdSon. 
' The Minifter having fucceeded in plunging the 
Nation into a war with France, by concealing 
froTi their fight both the^principlc and the end 
propofed to be attained by it ; his next concera 
was to fuppi'efs from their view the neceflary 
iiardOiips that muft attisnd it. Accordingly ii^ 
opening his budget for the current year, he took 
the average of the laft four years fuccefsful peace, 
as the foundation for his prefent eftimare; pre- 
fumptuoufly flattering the nation with the dc- 
lutive profpeft of an increafing revenue not- 
withftanding a ruinous war. The unprecedented 
number of bankruptcies, which have marked the 
prefent as rhe moft inaufpicious year to .the 
trading intercft of this kingdom, has but too fatally 
deteded the fallacy of this fpeculation. And the 
fcquel of the events of this hiftory will prove 
the melancholy futility of his boaft of the prof- 
pedl of our fuccefs in the profecution of the v/ar. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan obferved on the Miniftcr's fpeech 
oi this day,' thar it had little naveity except the 
iiovelty of introducing in a day devoted tp figures 
aU the arts of declamation. He had fuddenly 
laid down his pencil and flate^ and grafping his 
jtruncheon had finifltied with an harangue mpre 
calculated for a Genperal of a heated army going 
to ftorm v^ French redoubt, thin a Minifter of 
finance difcufEng accounts in the fojber Jiour of gal- 
jculation with the ftewards and attqrn^ys of a bur- 
thcned and patient people. Wherever he faw 
exertion and eloquence fo mifplaced, .he always 
fufpcded there was fome weaknefe to cover in 
the fubjeft itfelf. F^e was the moEe led into the 
apprehenfion by fonie very alarmipg hints the 
Right Honourable Gentleman had dropped concern- 
ing new connedions ftill to be formed. It feemed 
the expenfive corps of 1 2,000 Hanoverians were 
not the only foreign troops we were to pay. New 
fubfidies and foreign mercenaries were announced, 
and in a mannec that feemed to ^vow that Go- 
vernment were adopting the general principles of 
the Auftrian and Prviffian confederacy. 

It requires an extraordinary degree of fagacity 
r to find out the necfj/ijy of a more extended alliance, 
and more numerous forces to protect our Dutch 
allies from the invafion of the French, to fecure 
to them their right by treaty to the exclufive 
navigation of the Scheld, and to preferve ourfelves 
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from the menacing effefts of the fraternizing de* 
crec of the 19th of November. Yet are thefc 
the avowed grounds for undertaking the war. The 
irritation of the public mind was fyftematically to 
be ftill kept up, and the ftrongeft meafures at 
home were the inftruments of this fatal delufion. 
The plain fimple law of treafon, fettled in the 25th 
yestr of our third Edward, which for 500 years 
bad been unexceptionably found efFcdtual againft 
all attacks and attempts upon the Conftitution^ 
was to be opened after the fanftion of fo many 
centuries had put its venerable feal upon it, to the 
admiffion qf a variety of new crimes and offences^ 
(as was obferved by Mr. Fox in the Houfe) framed 
merely for the purpofe of lending fupport to 
the falfe alarm of fedition and treafon which Mini- 
iters had found neceflary to excite in the country. 
The Attorney General moved for leave to bring 
in the Traitorous Correfpondence Bill ; the out- 
line of which he opened to the Houfe to the follow- 
ing effeft ; That it was in future to be made high 
treafon, ift. To fa pply the ei^ifting government of 
France, or any perfons in alliance with them, with 
arms or military ftores, or to purchafe any thing for 
them or any of them, adly, Tp purchafe lands 
of inheritance in France, to inveft money in any of 
the French funds, or to lend money on any fecurity 
in France. 3dly, To go from this, country into 
France without licence oi bis Majefly and the 
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Privy Seal. 4thlyy For a Britilh fubjeft to land if 
Great Britain without a paffport or leave, or elfc to 
deliver himfelf to the neict magiilrate, to undergo 
^n inqaintorial examination, and faithfully to dif^ 
cloie where he had been, whither he was going, 
the reafon of his journey out and hom^, ^nd give 
furety to any amount required for his good beha- 
viour^ 5^h^y> '^o underwrite infurances upon (hips 
and goods bounden from France to any part of th^ 
world. Meffrs. Fox and Erlkine very pointedly rOf 
probated the Bill as utterly repugnant to the pria«> 
ciples of freedooii juftice and policy ; militating 
againft the interefts of this country, and againft 
the fpirit of its fixed laws and conflitution. Leave 
was however given to bring it in. The great 
fuperfeding principle of State^neceffity Emo- 
tioned this and every other public or private mea- 
fure that could be forced into the fatal chain of 
French concerns. The facred and hitherto uAvio* 
}ated depoiit of property in the Bank of England 
was no longer a fecurity to the individual, and 
the fum of ioo,oool, depoiited there by the re«- 
fpe£bible houfe of Bourdieu and Cholett was 
^tached by the Attorney General upon a fup* 
poiition of its being property belonging to the 
perfons exerciiing the powers of government iit 
France. Mr. Burke had long taught the Yieceffity 
jf{ thefc firing meafures: **' There is nofafecy 
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'«* for honeft men but by believing allfoffihk w/ 
^* of evil men^ and by a&ing with promptitude, 
^' decifion and fleadinefs on that- belief/* Calm 
rcafon and refieftrdn will inform as that the bard- 
ftip, crueky or injuftlce of violent meajures ever 
teft with thdfe Who brought on' the necefitty of 
adopting them. The Traitorous Correfpondence 
BrH was hardly combated by the gentlemen t)f the 
'Oppbfitxon in every ftage, upon the grounds of its 
Dbfcurity, inconfiftency and manifcft injuftice i it 
Vas carried through * the Hbufe though no two 
of the Law Members agreed in their interpretation 
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iof the operation and eflfefts of the different claufes ; 
*but the advocates fo*r the war found it a neceflary 
previous Itep to reconcile the minds of the public 
to the war, and it h^d all th^ appearance of an 
"attempt to engraft a general belief of paft guilt upon 
Ais fpecious neceflity of preventing it in future, 
"The Chancellor of the Exchequer has ever claimed 
a peculiar confidence from the public for his mi- 
'Bute and trufty attention to every objeft of finance, 
*But Mn Fox proved in the Houfe fo forcibly that 
Mr. Pitt admitted, that in negociating the loan oif 
*4,503>6ool. he had fufFered, by the terms he haci 
made, an evident lofs to the public, arid of courfe 
a gain to fome individuals 'of 2oo,oool. Although 
in this inftance, a great tninijier of finance were 
^ confejfo taken in or over-reached in his bargain^ 
yet it is ardently to be wi(hed that future loans may 
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ptliher augment patronage, nor fupply the M^ 
pifter with the lubricous means of purchafing fup-* 
port in thofe fatal meafqres which induce the^ne* 
pcffity of taxation. 

When on the 15th inft. in; the committee tipon 
the e^traordinaries of the armies, the Minifter 
brought forward the f^rft refolution forfubfidizing' 
iz^ooo Hapovcriaii troops deflined for the afiift« 
ance of Holland, Lord Fielding chargfsd him 
with the mod: criminal npg\t&i in delaying to give 
affiance to HpHanid. He was fupported by 
Major Maitlanflj^ who prefled u^on the Minifteir 
fads i^nd d^teVf wliiich are more ^ubbprn 4rgu« 
ments xhm ihofh of reafon and oenfure bp fbcy 
ever fp pointed i^nd jqft. Minifters. bad C3> 
prefsly a^clcnowledged ^ba^ on the i7tb of Decan« 
ber they coniidered the Frisncfa as an enemy in (be 
(late of hoftile preparation* They knew the de^ 
iencelefs ^t^ pf HoUs^id and the 4^gcr that 
threatened it> Yet they only entered into tfat 
n^gociatipn for fubfidiziDg the Hanoverian tipopa 
oh the £2d of February, and. 1956 guards failed 
Lj from Greenwich pn the ijd of February, Was 
this, (aid he, ^^ an exertipn becoming a great and 
<^ powerful nation at fo critical and important a 
** crifis ?•' By the delay in fending the guards ti»jr 
were nearly loft in a ftorm. They were fent out t<i 
a poft where there was at that time no ptofpeA ct 
vidtory ^ and had not the progrefs of the French 
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vnis been providentially checked by the Aiiftriaiii 
and Prufliansj who had raifed the fiege of Mae- 
. ftrijcht, they mud in all likelihood have fallen mto 
the hands of Dutnourier^ as did the garrifons of 
Klundert and Breda. Minifters however could 
claim no credit for this turn of fortune, for at this 
dme they were ignorant of it. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer endeavoured to repel tbefe 
charges of negligence by ftating;* that the neceflary 
preparations for fuch enterprises had taken up the 
intermediate fpace of;tim? from December tq 
February. The public ho^^ever ^ve ftill to learn 
how the fpace of eight week^icau be found necefiary 
to tranfport fo fmaU an handfal of men ready 
armed and formed, from England; to Holland, and 
they iee little other preparation neceiTary to put in 
inotidn this Hanoverian body of troops, than. the 
mere ceremonyof {bbfidizingthem; which in plain 
£ngltih imports nothing move than achi^geof pay- 
niafler. The King of Great Britain in future pays the 
troops which the Ele&or of Hanover before main- 
tained. The Britifh treafury faving during^the fub- 
lidy, to that of Hanover, the charges c^ all thofe 
ftanding troops of the eledorate which Great Britain 
t^es into pay ; there muft fomewhere have exifted 
an unaccountable rage for negociating* that could fo 
ingenioufly have fpun out for two months a treaty 
between the King of Great Britain and the Eledor 
ofHaoQver, byfifcal difficqlti€[s, diplomatic ob- 
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;^ions, or any other dilatory means whatevtf^ 
It IS far from my intent to derogate from the merit 
of our brave foldiers who wenf over to Holland, that 
I do not, as is generally done, attribute the favour- 
able turn of fortune to their arrival ; they have anxi 
ever will execute with diftinguiftied bravery and 
refolucion every order given to them ; and Iglory 
in. faying, that they have uniformly through xht 
whole campaign moft defervedly acquired the love 
and admiration of their allies, and the dread and 
equal admiration of their enemies. On the 9th of 
this month the Court publi(hed at the Hague a de^ 
tail of events, that dates the fair and real caufe of 
this change in the affairs of the armies. " After 
*^ the check which the French invafion into our 
** republic met with, the fuccefs of the allies 
*^ againft them (ince the firft of this month has 
'^ been fo rapid^ that it furpafles even the general 
expeftation. The French armies twice beaten 
by the Imperial troops and (Mice by the Pruffians^ 
'' have abandoned the bombardment of Venlo^ 
*' raifed the liege of Maeftricht, have evacuated 
•* Ruremond and its intrenchments, Aix-la-Cha- 
*' pelle and Liege. All the French troops have 
^^ retreated into Brabant ; and in quitting the de- 
•* pendencies of Bois-le-duc, which they invefted, 
they loft a great part of their artillery; even 
their fiege artillery is in the hands of the con- 
querors. Their forces are reduced by a great 
"..•lul-/* w* *• number 
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•♦fiumbcr of killed, wounded, ahcl prifoniird^ 
•^ This has happened within a week's time, 
♦* and according to all probability mull change 
•* the face of affairs in fuch a manner as to make 
" tfaofe aA upon the defenfivcj who not long be- 
•* fore imagined they could carry every thing 
** before them by ofFenfive, means. The road 
** that led to thofe advantages acquired by the 
** allied powers, was the viftory gained by General 
•* Clairfalt on the ift of March near Aldenhoven." 
Soon after the publication of this paper by th^ 
authority of the Court, Lord Auckland our Am- 
bsiffador at the Hague, who had been to wait upon 
the Duke of York on his landing at Dort, prefented 
a Memorial to their High MightineiTes to congra^ 
tulate with them upon this fuccefsful turn of for-^ 
tune. It is curious to obferve with what dexterity 
Lord Auckland retorts upon the French the ob^ 
vious advantage they had lately taken of the Duke 
of Brunfwick's thundering and inefficient mani« 
feftos againft their nation. His Lordfhip excels in 
profiting of the whimikal turns of fortune. He 
fays, ** l^hat the furidry manifeftos by which they 
*• (the French) anticipated the conqueft of the re* 
^' public^ being cruel and menacuig in their princi- 
ples, would at prefent produce nothing but con* 
tempt, if their (hort appearance bad not been at^ 
tended with violence and cruelcy,€vidences of the 
'^ ruin and univerfal de(trufti(» wbidi would have 

^' been moil unavoidably the rtfilkof ihtiir fuccefs/^ 
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In the courfe of the month Dumourier was 
forced to abandon his conqueiU in Holland ia 
order to rally hi&fbi^ces in Brabaiit* It was the laft 
effort which he had ^o make to retain thp pofle& 
fion of the Netherlands. , Three very bloody and 
obftinate engagements took place between Da* 
riiourier and the- Prince of Saxe Cobourg, Th« 
French were forced to retreat to BruxcUes, and oil 
the 24th they evacuated that city and the reft of 
the Auftrian territories. About the fame time alfo 
they retired from Breda and Gertruydenberg, and 
wholly evacuated the repuWic of Holland. The 
month of March was an unprecedented fcene of 
cariiage. Above 30,000 men were llain in the 
different engagements that took place in the courfe 
\ of it. The re-conqueft of Belgium was entirely 
effeded without any affiftance of the Britifli troopsi 
The Arch-Duke Charles, the brother of the Empe- 
ror, who had been lately created Lieutenant Go*^ 
vernor and Captain General of the Low Countries, 
entered Bruxelles, and was received amidft the joy- 
ful acclamations of the people. It is to be obferv- 
ed that the Commiflioners fcnt by the Convention 
had, as Dumourier complains in alettcr to it," op^ 
^^ preffed the Belgians by every fpecies of vexatbn^ 
** violated the facred rights of their liberty, impu- 
** dently infulted their religious opinions, and rob- 
** bed and plundered their churches for the fake 
^* of the pitiful lucre of the facred veflels.'* They 
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therefore exulted more in their retreat^ than thef 
had rgoiced at their iirft entry into Brabant. 

The fpirit and feelings of the people at this thne 
in Iceland announced ferious grounds for alarms 
the Diflenters;and Independent party became daily 
more firm and refolute in their effort's to bring 
about a &ir reprefentatioh of the people in Parlia* 
roent^ and refted upon the emancipation pf the 
Roman Catholics as the corner done of this great 
national obje<9:^ The Roman Catholics had come 
before Parliament with the (Irongeft Tccommenda-* 
tion from the Crown^ and were aonfidently and 
firmly awaiting the refult of their deliberations. 
The dodrines of Thomas Paine^ which had been fo 
generally propagated with impunity through the 
loweft claflcs of the people, were operating their 
deftrudive effeds in the rapacioufnefs arid cruelties 
of their wretched and infatuated profelyteS** Tbefe 
unfortunate wretches^ who called themfelves De*^ 

* In the fummer of the year 17919 Iledinlt with foitOwth^ 
Mn Paine*8 Rights of Man were fo generally diftributed about 
Ireland, that perfons were hired to read them to fuch as could 
not read themfelves, and that their adoption had become very 
general. I then faid, Cafejlated, p. 19. *^ The lower clafs of 
^ the Irifh I underftand to be a race robufl and hardy, and of a 
*< very irritable difpofition and nature ; they are now indolent 
'* in extreme poverty, from being debarred the commons re- 
*' fources of induflry ; and are averfe to all laws from having 
** felt the conftant preflure of fuch only as are galling and fevered 
*' It is fcarcely polfible for thefe infatuated zealots for fedition 
^ and anarchy to have found more ready materials to operate 
'* upoUt than perfons of this defcription fo circumftanccd*'' 
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;fitttkrsy vrert by thofe who dreaded the fucccfs 
t?ithcr of the Roman Catholic petition or the 
refolution to examine into the abufes of the popular 
reprcfentation, which were both before Parliament^ 
moft malicioufly mifreprefented, and were even 
openly fpoken of in Parliament as the hired inftrti- 
ments for intimidating the legiflature into conqeC* 
lion. The Dunganrion Aflbciation thought proper 
Co make an unequivocal declaration of their princi- 
ples to repel the ill-founded fufpicions. TheJ^ 
publiftied aferiesofthe moft conftitutional refa- 
lutions of their attachment to the King, Lords and 
Commons; and, particularly that they highly diC- 
approved of Republican forms of Government/ as 
'* applied to this |Cingdom, and they rejefted with 
^^abhorrency thofe principles which have a ten* 
^* dency to diffolve all government, and to 
^* deftray every wif^ and falutary diftinftion in 
^* fociety." Th^y expreffeci the fatisfaAion with 
which they beheld Parliament engaged and 
pledged to look into theftscte of the popular rcpre- 
fentation ; that a complete reform of it was cffen- 
tial to the peace, liberty and happinefs of the 
people ; and they folemnly pledged to their coun- 
try and to each other, the firmeft perfeverance in 
all conftitutional meafures till that great end Qiould 
have been unequivocally obtained^ The Roman 
Catholic biftiops ^nd fevcral gentlemen of landed 
property not onjy publiflied declarations againft 
' - ' R thefe 
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Vhefe Defenders y but entered into affociations for 
apprehending and profecuting them. Yet could 
they not do away the fufpicion thrown upon them 
by fome perfons interefted in keeping up the delu- 
iion who had, as Mr. Burke fays, *^*tf dijfofitiw 
.^^ to carry the imputation of crimes from perfons to 
f * defcriptionsy and wholly to alter the charaSer and 
^^ quality of the offences themf elves y 

A Committee of the Lords had been appointed to 
enquire into the caufes of the diforders and difturb^- 
^nces which prevailed in feveral parts of the king^ 
dom, and the Lord Chancellor was appointed by 
the Lords Committees to make the report ^on 
the 7th of the month \ the firft part of which 
confided of an apology for bringing it forward 
fo early ; although they had not had time to make 
full enquiries (the Roman Catholic Bill was now 
pending in the Houfe of Lords). They proceeded 
to date, that from what the Committee could dif* 
coyer, thefe Defenders were all of the Roman Ca* 
tholic perfuafion, poor and ignorant and fworh to 
fecrecy ; not appearing to have any diftinSi objeS 
in vieWy and yet that their meafures appeared to 
have been concerted and condufted with the utmoft 
fecrecy, and a degree of regularity and fyfiem not 
ufual in people in fuch mean condition, as if di- 
rected by men of fuperior rank. That fums of 
fnoney had been and continued tobelevied upon the 

* ^^tter tp Sir Hercules Langrifhe, p. 19. 
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Roman Catholics at their thapels and elfewhere 
throughout the kingdom; and a circular letter 
was annexed to the report, which cnclofed a plan 
for a general fubfcription, which had for its objeft 
the raifing a fund for defraying the heavy and gi'ow- 
ing expences incurred by the General Committee in 
conducing the affairs of the Catholics of Ireland, 
They annexed alfo another letter from a Mr. 
Sweetman to a perfon at Dundalk, concerning a 
relation of Mr. Nugent*s confined there under ail 
indidment ; and that it appeared that this perfon 
to whom the letter was written had employed an 
agent and counfel to aft for perfons accufcd of 
being Defenders. Yet after all this infinuation of 
Roman Catholic guilt, levying money, and giving 
afliftance to the accufed, the Committee thought it 
their duty to date, That nothing appeared before 
them which could lead them to believe that the 
Body of the Roman Catholits were concerned in 
promoting or countenancing ihefe difturbances. 
They further ftated feveral fafts of meetings both 
armed and unarmed at Belfaft and Newry ; that 
feditious pamphlets were conflantly publifhed, 
extolling the example of France ; that prayers 
were made from pulpits for the fuccefs of the 
French arms ; that armed bodies had uniforms in 
imitation of the French, with harps on the buttons 
under a cap of liberty inftead of a crown; that 
more gunpowder had been fent to thefe places than 
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could be wanted for ordinary ptu^pofes ; all which 
rircumftances were intended %o overawe the Icgif- 
lature and procure a parliamentary reform. Thp 
Committee forbore mentioning the names of fevc- 
ral perfons, lefi Ujbould in aty manner affeSt a crimU 
val froftcution. The Parliament proceeded in the 
Roman Catholic Bill, though nothing more was 
hitherto done upon the refolution tQ examine into 
the ftate of the popular reprefentation in parliament, 
This^fyftem of alarming by infinuation and mifre^ 
prefentation, and calumniating a whole people by 
criminating no individual, feems not toha-vebcc^ 
conHncd (o one fide of the ch^nel. 
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relief -^Mr. Keogh's Speech to the Catholic Cowven- 
iion — ^he Bill with its exceptions — ^be Chancellor 
againft it — Owns that he yields to necejftty in con- 
fenting^^Public rejoicings for its faffing* 

X HE domeftic occurrences of this month were 
chiefly confequeaccs of thofe meafures which had 
been adopted in the preceding. Strong oppo- 
lition was made in the Commons to the Traitor- 
ous Correfpondence Bill, and to moftof the new 
claufes and amendments which were introduced 
into it : for lince its firfl: introdudtion by the 
Attorney General, it had nearly ehaqged both its 
form and fubftance before it even palTed thac 
Houfe. On the third reading Mr. Fox was very 
emphatic in his condemnation of it : he faid, *^ It 
" was a Bill which without one exception was the 
^^ moft unjuft in its prindples, inadequate in its 
** provifion, and tyrannical in its efFefts, that ever 
" paffed tliat Houfe — one for which there was 
*< nothing like a precedent either jn policy, jirf. 
*^trce or humanity.*' In the courfe of the debates 
ijpon this Bill, a queftion was put to the Solicitor 
eneral By Mr: Grey, Whether the Crown was 
empowered by law to ijfue any prcclamation forbidding 
the entry into this country of a Brltifh JubjeSi not 
^clnvtSttd of a crime? — To which the Solicitor Ge- 
neral anfwered afFirmatively: — for regulating the 
general policy of the country. At this anfwer 
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Ktr. Fox took fire, and in a ftrain of uncdmrhdrt 
animation proved its falfity and danger, " I anl 
fure/' faid he, " the King has ho fuch power 
and never ought to have, and never will have^ 
unlefs this Houfe ftiall fcandaloufly ncglcft its 
" duty." Upon Mr, Pitt*sjujlifyjng jhe anfwer 
of the Solicitor (jeneraJ,* which he al{b did with 
great warmth^ Mr. rox in reply faid^ *^ I am . 
*' juftly alarmed when I hear fuch fentiments from 
*• fuch a quarter; for it is not his own opinion 
** iriferdy that the Honourable Gentleman is 
** fpeaking ; I fay, I am juftly alarmed for the • 
•* liberties of my country, when fuch exploded 
** doftrines upon the King^s prerogative are at- 
** tempted to be revived ; doftrines, to explode 
•* which the bcft treafure of this country was ex-» 
** pended and the pureft blood fhed/* 

Well may thefe doftrines appear ftraflge and 
alarming to^hofe who have not fubfcribed to Mn 
Burke's leffons upon the powers of the firitifh 
Crown : they cannot 'fhock thofe who with him 
fee a more real, folid and extet^ve poiver in the King 
of Great Britain tiff an the King of France was pojjijfed 
ef before this mijerable Revolution* It is well known ' 
that a King of France could by his edid fend any 
of his fubjefts into baniftnnent j he might there- 
fore keep them in banifhment, by preventing 
their return into his kingdom. But it is equally 
well known, that the King of England cannot 
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force any of his fuiye^s oqtof the reil£», he cin- 
i)9t even compel them to accept of a foreign Em- 
bafTy, left ih^ power of feuding thenpk upon fuch 
digni6^d miffions might be .perverted to. the pur-^ 
pofe of keeping them in honourable exile. It is 
indeed known to EngliCb Lawyers^ that, the Crown 
may. grant 1 writ of ne exeat repto tp keep afub- 
je6t witbir\ the jurifdidion pi the courts of law ^ 
but they. know, not the form of a writ of i$e ingre* 
diatur ngifum^ There may be cafes m which a 
Q^(iti(b fut^ijed: pught not to be permitted to evade 
the rigour of the law, none in which he (hould be 
precluded from coming within its juftice. Several 
BritiQi fubjeds were a&ually detained on board 
vejOfels at this time off Dover by the aftual ex- 
crcife of this hitherto unknown powet in the 
Crown, till they (hould receive paflports or Hcenies 
to land on their native fliore. How cruel, how 
unjuft, how unconftitutional would it not be tdi 
d/^tain a Briti(h fenator or officer (for there is no 
eicception) who had been upon foreign fervice, 
from landing in his own country where his pre* 
fqnce was immediately neceflary, either for public 
jor. his own private bufinefs ! 

An objedion was taken by Mr. Adam to that 
cUufe.of the Bill, which provided that any offence 
committed againft the.uA might be laid and tried 
in any county^ and that the party accufed or. im- 
peached (hould be indifted, arraigned, tried, con* 
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iPiAcd: or attalhted byfuch like ^idence s^ in 
fuch form a^ counterfeiters of the King's money* 
He maintained that this claufe militated ag^inft all 
tbe analogies of the Englilh law^ and all principle$ 
of juftice* In all crimes of high trtafon for fwpport- 
ing or abetting the King's enemies, which was the 
cafe of the Biil^ the accufed was allowed a copy of - 
liis indictment ten days before trial s a lift of the 
jury, ^nd a lift of the witneffes to appear againft 
him, and who could not' be Id's than two in num* 
ber ; he was alfo allowed counfel in his behalf: 
but in the cafe of counterfeiting the King's coin, 
the whole was confidered as fimple felony, of 
which the evidence of one witnefs was ftifEdentta 
convift : no counfel to addrefs the jury, no lift of 
jurors nor of witneffes. There was much hard* 
ihip in multiplying treafons, infinitely more in 
thus facilitating the means of conviftion. Hf 
therefore moved an amendment, the fubftance of 
'which was, that perfons accufed under this aA 
fliould be tried according to the 7th of William 
III. and the 7th of Ann, which provide for trials 
of high treafon in cafe of giving aid and comfort 
to the King's enemies. The motion was negatived 
by one hundred and ten againft thirty-two that 
voted for the amendment. 

Ih the courfe of the debates the Minifters and 
Law Officers of the Crown were forcibly urgefd to 
declare whether the Bill were declaratory of the * 
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old, ot introduftory of a new law of treafbn r this 
they declined anfwering : their refufal afforded the 
oppofers of the Bill this unanfwerable dilemma — 
If it be declaratory, explain in what part of the * 
ftatnte of Edward III. this Bill- is fubftantially 
contained : if it be a new and enafting law, (hew 
the fads upon which you found its neceffity. It 
has been the fpirit and pradice of our anceftors, 
whenever they have on any occafion found a ne- 
ceffity for opening the marked and known line of 
treafon, as fettled by the ftatute of Edward III. 
in the year 1350, to ftate the fpecific ground of 
neceffity^ and not to extend the operation of the 
new law of treafon beyond the continuance or du- 
ration of that neceffity. 

Mr. Sheridan bad fome time before given no- 
tice to the Houfe, that he meant to make a mo- 
tion of cenfure upon Lord Auckland, for the me- 
morial which be had prefented to their High 
Mightineffes on the 5th of the current month; 
and on the 24th he moved an addrefs to his Ma- 

jefty to exprefs the difpleafure of that Houfe at 
the memorial : that it departed from the prin* 
ciples upon which the Houfe had concurred in 
the meafures neceffary for the fupport of the war: 
praying his Majefty publicly to difavow fo much 
gf the faid memorial as contained a declaration of 
an intention to interfere with the.int^aaLgpveth- 
ment of France; and which exprefled menaces 
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ag^pft the pcrfietrators of fefts,. of which, neither 
thi« nor any foreign nation can have cognizance ;* 
Vfhiich compelled tliis country either unjiifti** 
fiably to carry on the war for tb$ fobverfioh.of the* 
prefent Government of France,, or difgraccfully 
to feek peace by aa ignqminious hegociation with^ 
the very Government we have infulted and flag-* 
matized in our public ads : and that thefe me*' 
naces tended to give to the prefent war a peculiar* 
barbarifm and ferocity, by provoking and reviving 
a fyftem of retaliation and blopdQied : and finally 
to reprefent to his Majefty iiow deeply the repu* 
tation of his Majefty VCouncik was interefted in 
difclairaing thefe unjuftifiablc, and %hef trufted,' 
unauthorized denunciations of vengeance, fo de- 
ftrudivc of all refpeft for the confiftency and of' 
all confidence in the fincerity in the public ads of 
his Minifters, and fomanifeftly tending at once to 
render the principle of the war unjuft, the conduct' 
of hoililities barbarous, and the attainment of ho- 
nourable peace hopelefs. ' ' . . 

The memorial alluded to is to the following p^ir* 
port : " It is known that towards the end of the ' 
** month of September laft year, his Britannic Ma* 
'^ jefty and your High Mightineffes gave in con-- 
/^ cert a folemn aiTurahce, that in cafe the immi*' 
** nent danger, which then threatened the lives of 
** their moft Chriftian Majefties and their family;* 

** fliould be realized, His Majefty and Your High 
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'^ Miglitinedes would not &il to Uke the moil c^* 
•f cacious m^afures'to prevent the petfons, who 
*' might render themfdves guilty of (o atrocious a 
^ crime, from finding any afyluih in your refpcc- 
•* live dominions. This event, which was fordeea 
*f with horror, has taken place, and the divine 
«i vengeance feems not to have been tardy. Some' 
<< cf thoje ditePiable regicides are alreoify in fuck a 
^Jituatien that tb^y may ke JuhjeSed to the /word of 
*• Afcf. laxv. The reft are ftill in the midft of a 
** people^ whono they have plunged into an abyfs 
*^ of evils^ and for . whom femine, anarchy and 
^! civil war are preparing new calam&ies. In (hort, 
' *f every thing we fee happen induces us to con- 
^^ fider as at hand, the end of thefe wretches, whofe 
^* madnefs and atrocities have filled with terror 
^f and indignation all thofe who refpeft the prin* 
*^ cipks of religioxij morality and hucpanity* The 
^^ uhderiigned therefore fubmit to the enlightened 
*< judgment and wiOiom of Your High ' Mighti- 
•* neffes, whether it would not be proper to cm- 
•* ptey all the means in your power to prohibit 
^^ from entering your States in Eiu-ope or your 
•• Colonies, all thofe members of the felf titled 
«« Nationai Convention, or of the pretended Executi^o^ 
«* Ccimcili who have dirciSHy or indireftly partici- 
•^ patcd in the faid crime : and if they (hould 
<* b^ difcovcred and arretted, to deliver them up 
«<: to juftice, that they may fervc as a leflbn and 
•« example to mankind," 

• Mr. 
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Mr- Sheridan made a very long, eloquent and 
pointed fpeech upon the arrogance, impolicy an^ 
xnifchief of this memorial, Mr. Pitt defended an4 
juftified it in general : though he explicitly dif^ 
avowed the principles attempted to be introduceci 
into the war by Lord Auckland, which mull 
have rendered peace impoffible. The queftioa 
being called for, Mr. Sheridan^s motion was re* 
JeAcd by a very large majority; 

The commercial credit of this country had bf 
the diftreffe? of the war been reduced to fuch 
;in alarming degree of embarraffment^ that it be* 
came neceflary for Government tp fupport it by 
fome fpeedy and efficacious means. A committer 
had been appointed to examine into the date o( 
the commercial credit of the country, and they 
had reported that' it would be neceflary for the fup- 
port of it to ifllie E}^chequer Bills for 5,000,0061. 
,at 214* per ceritl 'per diem, which were afterward? 
made ifluable to commiffioners to be by them 
made out under certain regulations and reftrjc- 
tipns, for the ^fiance and accommodation of fqch 
perfons as might apply for it, aad who Ihould give 
to fuch commiffioners proper fecurity for the fum^ 
that might be advanced for a limited time. Thefc 
were the early effeds of the war. Though the fa- 
gacious and never diffident Secretary of State for 
the Home Department roundly aflerted in the 
Houfe if> the debate upoa the repbrt of the com- 

-'7 mittcc. 
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mittce, that the evil complained of and- proved 
to exift, was fo far from having been brought on 
by the war^ thaf the prejent embarrajfments arcfe 
from the frofperous fiate of th$ country at large. The 
very circumftance of the prefent Jiagnation was a 
'proof of the power and energy of, this country. In 
the courfe of the month his Majefty ferit a mef- 
fage to both Houfes of Parliament expreffivc of 
his intentions to profeeute the war wjth vigour 
and energy : he proclaimed a general faft, to drav 
down the bleffings of Heaven upon the fuccefs of 

I bur arms in fo juji a war : and a vpte of credit 

■ jpafled for 1,500,000!. 

The defeftion of Dumourier to the Auftrians 
was at firft fuppofed to have turned the whole 
fcale of affairs on the continent. On the 2d of the 
month he fent eight commiffioners from the Na- 
' tional Convention under a ftrong efcort to Gene- 
ral Clairfait. They were, faid Dumourier, fpecially 
commiffioned by the National Convention to ar- 

f , 

ireft and conduft him a prifoner to their bar, and on 
any refiftance to have him affaffinated on the road. 
But, faid he, " I have been before hand with tbecn 
** in fecuring thefe commiffioners and their depu- 
** ties as my prifoners/^ Dumourier adds in his 
letter, *« that he was that inltant about to move 
" with the trufty part of his army in order to de- 
** ftroy all thofe who may further oppofe them- 
^' fclves to the public good of France, and to giyc 
»< to dJ4t diftrafted kingdom permanent peace 
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« arid tranqliillity.** Bournonvillc headed this 
catnmiffion. It was fuppofed that Dumourier 
would after this have immediately moved with 
his army to the interior parts of France. He ad^ 
dreffefd his army in a (hort nervous fpeech. *' It is 
time, faid he^ for our army to difcharge its vow, to 
purge France of its aflaffins and difturbers> and to 
reftore to our unhappy country the rcpofe which 
(he has lofl: by the crimes of her reprefentativcs. 
We muft preferve the Conftitution we have fworn 
to maintain : we cannot be free but with good 
laws : if other wife, we (hall be ilaves of crimes/* 
He afterwards > made and publiftied a long ad- 
drcfs to the French nation, in which he paints the 
anarchy, cruelty and wickednefs of the rulers of 
France in the ftrongeft colours. But, fays he, 
** we have a rallying point which can ftifle the 
*' monfter of anarchy .: it is the Conftitution wc 
** fwore to maintain in 1789, 1790 and 1791 : it 
** is the work of a free people; and we (hall re- 
^' main free and (hall recover our glory by rc- 
«* fuming our Conftitution,", He tells them alfo, 
that their generous enemies had engaged to fuf- 
pend their march, and not to pafs the frontiers 
till his brave army fhould have terminated the 
internal diffcnfions of the kingdom. The cheer- 
fulnefs, bravery and refolution with which Du- 
mourier had found his army execute all his for* 
Ijier commands, gaye him yeafonable cxpedations ^ 

that 
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that m the prefent crifis they would not abandox 
htm. In this confidence the Prince of Saxe Go* 
bourg backed the addrefs of Dumourier by a 
proclamation in his own name to the French na^ 
lion. He firft panegyrizes the French General 
as a great and virtuous man, who truly loVes his 
country : hq then declares that Their Imperial and 
"Pruffian Majefties are filled with efteem for the 
French nation, fo great, fo generous, &c. : and 
that he will fupport by all ,the force that was cn- 
trufled to him, the generous and beneficent in- 
tentions of Qeneral Dumourier and his brave ar- 
iny to give to France her Conftitutional King, 
^ tbt Gmftitution fvinch Jhe had formed for hnfelf 
aad ,of courfe the means of rcdifying if (be (hoald 
find it imperfeft ; he pledged his honour, that he 
would not come upon the French territory to 
make conquers, but folely and purely for the 
ends above fpecified. 

the pecuUe^r misfortune of this war has been, 
that not one of the combined powers has ever 
candidly avowed the principles upon which they 
undertook it, or a5led on any emergency with tho 
confiflency ^and uniformity of a regular and ho- 
nourable fyftem. This proclamation of the com- 
mander in chief in April was littte compatible 
wtth thofe of the commander in chief of the pre- 
ceding month of July. Now the whole force 
of the combined armies w^s to co-operate in re- 
/ , eftabliihiag • 
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'-eftablifliiiig ihat.yery Conftitution <vhich 'tliey 
were then pledg^ to abolifli and deft^oy. On 
|hc other- hand* we ^behejd in the French an ^uni* 
ibrmity , o£ principte. and an invariable fource -of 
^i^thufiafm,. always, tending withr^^peripr and uij- 
^,precedented energy to the fame open, and avowe4 
pqiiM. Of the many thoufand m€a of -which the 
army of Djamourier eonfifted, hei found not one 
thoufand upon experiment to fecond his defigri. 
He was therefore ^9hiiged to confult his own 
perfonal fafety, ^nd with fome hundred dragoons 
went over to thg Auftrian army. , This was a (c- 
rious leffon to the confederated powers of the 
ipirit which pervaded the French Republic, It 
(bould have taught tbeifi, that; an external ene- 
aiy. feryed but td rally their divided interefts, 
4ind' refiftance to give; energy to. their united ef- 
forts. The firft impreffions of this fond delufiori 
^committed the Prince of Saxe Coboupg in under- 
taking to re-eftabUQi the Conftitution of 1789'; 
and betrayed Lord. Auckland into. that incautious 
. and arrogant n>enaorial, which was fo warmly de- 

• baljid.in the Commons. It was. natural for his 

• LordChip tq forefce a moft profperous haryeft in 
Dunaourier's coming over: be had, not long 

..fc^ftfre^negociate'd with him in fecret; it is not 
t then farprifihg. that the iuftre of fuch an exanx^ 
ple./I)ould have elevated his fympathy into this 
. Jaigh tone .of- addreft, . The real ftate of the cafe 
*.:,;• S ' appears 
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appears to be, that whilft Dumourier's army 
thought that the Ccmvencion had feint to arreft 
him on account of his retreat, which they knew 
be had made in a moft masterly manner, they 
refented it as an infult to themfelves, and made 
it a common caufe with their General i but when 
they difcovcred, that by fending BoarnonvHle 
and the other commiflioners to the Axiftrians, he 
was in concert with the enemy of their country, 
' they turned upon him and endeavoured to feizc 
him. He was covered in his flight by his dra- 
goons, fourteen of whom were &ot by their fel- 
low foldiers. 

When Dumdurier had arrived at Mon», he 
requefted to attend the congrefs that was then 
affembling at Antwerp ; but the intereft even of 
-Lord Auckland could not /procure him that bo* 
nour. At this congrefs were prefent the Prince 
of" Orange and his two fons and his excellency 
Vander Spiegel ; tho Duke of York and Lord 
Auckland; the Prince of Saxe Cobourg and 
Counts Metternich, Scarenberg and Mercy Dar- 
genteau, with the Pruflian, SpaniQi and Neapoli- 
tan Envoys. The particulars of this ccHigrefs 
were brought over by Sir James Murray, but have 
never yet been made known to the public. From 
•the meaiures adopted after the meeting, it appears 
they refolved to conmena a fl^n of affive 4pera* 
frations againfi Fpana^ and not to entangle tli$m« 
I felvea 
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ftlves wkh the engagements fo very recently en- 
tered into by the Prince of Saxe Cobourg : for 5 
within four days from the publication of his firfl: j 
proclamation he revoked and annulled it entirely 
by a fecond, by whjch he declared a ceflation of 
ilie afmiftice, and that he had given orders for re* 
commencing the war with all the energy and vi- 
gour of which vidorious armies are capable. The 
total repeal of the fird proclamation of the Prince 
of Saxe Cobourg can leave no doubt, but that: 
the re-e(tabli(hment of the Conftitution of 1789 ' 
was no longer the objeft of the conf<v3eratcs : ] 
it concerns Great Britain not lightly^ to know \ 
the new objed, for which the war from this time 
was carried on. Was it the reftoration of the an- 
cient unlimitted monarchy, or the difmemberment 
of the kingdom by the combined fovereigns > 
Our Minifters have denied it to be a war of ex- 
termination or of vengeance. 

During this and the preceding month the Ro- 
man Catholic Bill paffed through the two Houfes 
of the Irifh Parliament. It was brought in by 
Mr. Secretary Hobart, which befpoke it to have 
been firft framed and modelled, according to the 
wilhes and intentions of Government, who cer- 
tainly could afterwards be no more refponfible 
for the fetters with which it was clogged in its 
progrefs through the Houfes, than for any other 
meafure^ which is carried by a decided majority 
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©f i, free and independent Parliament. Aftcf the 
honourable and paternal recommendation from 
the Throne of the cafe of his Majefty*s Roman 
Catholic fubjefts, a very different expreflion was 
to be traced in the features of the public, than 
what was obfervable during the preceding feffions. 
It is to be remarked for the fair underftanding of 
this notable aft of legiflative juftice, even at a 
time, which Mf. Burke did not fee Jo peculiarly fa^ 
vourable to the extenJioH of civil freedomy that the 
Roman Catholic body (which they themfelves af- 
fert to confift of 3,500,000 perfons) had in their 
firft exertions entrufted the mode and manage- 
ment of their application for relief torLord Keri- 
mare and about threefcore gentlemen of landed 
property, who were or at leaft were fuppofed to 
be under his diredion and influence. The flpw 
progrefs which was 'made towards the attainment 
of their emancipation under this commiffion was 
attributed by the body at large to the want of 
judgment, firmnefs and energy in thofe, who had 
undertaken it. The aft in favour of the Roman ' 
Catholics, which was boafted to have been lately 
procured by the influence of thefe Gentlemen, ex- 
tended only to the right of catholics taking ap- 
prentices and of keeping fchools, the power of 
proteftants intermarrying with catholics, and of 
catholics being called to the bar; a removal cer- 
tainly of fome hardfliips, to which fomc of the 

' body 
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body were certainly expofed. But it left about 
their necks the millftone of flavery, the want of 
the eleSlive franchrfe and fair trial by jury : without 
thefe all buoyancy in the element of freedom was 
impoflible. The body at large felt an aggrava- 
tion of their difappointment after the pafling of 
this a<fl, which afFefted fo few of them, in the in- 
fult of being called upon for a vote of thanks ta 
the indulgent legiflaturc for the liberal boon ; 
which was notwithftanding, both in and out of 
Parliament, hinted and fomctimes exprefsly affert- 
cd to have been a bill granted to iixty- eight ad* 
drefling Gentlemen, not to three millions of an 
opprieflcd people.-^Hencc originated the meafures 
of coUedting tlie full fenfe of the Catholic btxiy 
by delegates from each county, and of applying 
no more to the Caftle, but immediately to the 
fburce of mercy and juftice, to the common Fa- 
ther of his People. They confided with reafon, 
that his Majefty's car would be ever open to hear 
the complaints, and his heart difpofed to relieve 
the fuiferings of his affeftionate and loyal fubjefts* 
I cannot fo juftly exprefs the fpirit and views with 
which the Roman Catholics proceeded in their 
efforts to attain this revival of their liberty, as in 
the words of the Gentleman who was the moft 
aftive in devifing and profecuting the means of 
their attaining it : in thefe we Ihall not only read 
the fads and circuniftances, but we (hall alfo learn 

S3 the 
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the impreffion which they made upon the body 
itfelf. Mr. Keogh a man of that ftrong and firm 
mind, which could cheriQi and improve the true 
fpirit and ideas of civil frecdotp in the deprivation 
of ail its enjoyments, was deputed to England to 
negociate an opening to their future meafures; 
and when upon his return to Ireland he met his 
brethren at their Convention in Dublin, amongft 
other things moft worthy of attention arid con- 
iideration he faid : 

<*Tt would be tedious to relate the various 
** ftruggles of the Catholic^ of Ireland to prefent to 
** Parliament their petition : that numerous and 
** diftrciTed body could not find accefs, and this too 
•* was a new triumph to thofe in whom we ufcd to ^ 
^' confide.— What fhall we think of that man who 
*' might be' adored by three millions and a half of 
** people, who might be of the utmoft importance 
*^ in the ftatc, and even to our gracious monarch, 
^^ by the confidence of the people ; yet was con- 
^* tented to defcend from that ftation. in order to 
" ftrut at a levee, the contempt of every fpirited 
«' man, to live defpifed and die n^lefted, and to 
♦' have his name only known to pofterity as the 
" enemy and traitor to the Catholics of Ireland ? 
M The ftate of the Catholics was indeed melan- 
«^ choly— no ray of hope froni any quarter. The 
^* loyal and rerpe<Sftble and fpirited Catholics of 
*< Cork, thofe men who, though borne down by 

" the 
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•' the pcDal code, when hoftile fleets were on the 
•/ cojrfl, came forward to expofe their lives in de- 
*' fence of their country, difdaining then to fpeak 
V of relief ;—thefc men offered an humble ad- 
'^ drefs to the prefent Lord Lieutenant, in which 
** they, expreffcd a hope that their paft conduft 
•^ might procure them fomc relaxation of that 
** dreadful codie of the laws* — His Majefty*s re* 
** prcfentative in this kingdom dicdined to receive 
*^ this humble expreflion of loyalty, becaufe it 
** was' accompanied with a b^pe of relief. — A fe* 
** cond application was made — a deputation wait* 
f/ ed on the, Secretary with the Penal Laws, and 
^/ humbly entreated fome relaxation from any pari 
^^ of that dreadful code : this application never was 
'^ honoured with any anfwer whatfoever* Speaking 
f * of the Penal Code, I muft digrefs to fay, it was a 
*5 fketch that was prcfented to the Secretary, and we 
now find a very impcrfedc one. — For a late pub?- 
lication,. 'The Digeft of the Popery Laws/ 
** the United IriChmen, and their rcfpeftable 
*' Chairman the Honourable Simon Butler, de- 
f* pand our warmed gratitude. I own, feeling 
" as I did, rcftraint and difabillty on every fide* 
" our rich degraded, and our poor oppreflTed, yet 
** my idea of that dreadful fyftem was imperfedt 
<^ until I faw that publication. But to return tQ. 
•* the fubjed : Every application failing here, the 
<^ Catholics proftrate without hope ; the General 
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^' Committee thought it a duty they owed their 
" Sovereign to endeavour, through his confiden- 
" tial fervants, to make known their fituation, 
*^ to try that laft effort before they flhould refign 
** their truft, and tell the Catholics of Ireland that 
** the refult.ofall their loyalty and exertions to 
^« obtain a reftoration to the common advantages 

** of the focial condition, was defpair, total and 

». 

*' unqualified deTpair, — Accordingly one of their 
<* body was deputed to go to London in Septem- 
** ber laft ; there an application commenced, and 
** continued till Chriftmas, in which the perfon 
** deputed received the exertions and able affift- 
** ance of a refpedable Gentleman well known to 
** them (Mr. R. Burke). From the appearance 
** of this negociation there was every reafon to 
** cxped, that although a great and vaft catalogue 
" of reftriftions would be retained, yet fufficient 
*^ would be removed to aiFord proteftion to all 
*< the claffes* of our people, to our houfelcfs 
•« peafantry, to* give a pledge of future benefits, 
** and to render it unaniraoufly and fincerely 
«« grateful. The objefts were, the Bar without 
'^ reftriftion ; High Sheriffs and Magiftracy m 
<^ counties, and Grand Juries, and a (hare in the 
** eleftive FrancHifc. Our applications were fa- 
<* vourably attended to, and- we had flattered our- 
*f felves all decided in our Favour. * 

*' In this ftage of the buflnefs,. ^Vhen' the nego- 
* ' '* * " ciatioq 
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"triation was carried on three month^—wKcnr il^ 
** was juft clofod-^a certain noble Lotxi, who had' 
** ufed every effort for four "years to keep us 
^ back-^dreading left the people ihould be re* 
^* lieved notwithftanding his conduft, then came 
*^ forward to promote that /?ot^«j add refs — and to 
*^ induce ihtfixty- eight to fubfcribe, many of whom 
*^ were totally igrjorant of the nisgociation going' 
^^ on at. th;e foot. of the Throne. 

•' Thus ftanlis our obligation to thefe Gentle." 
*^ men and to the Bill, with which the prompti*- 
^f tude.. an4 pbfequioufnefs of their loyalty has- 
'* been rewarded. 

" It muft be. f^id, indeed, on their behalf, that^ 
*^ they were promifed a Bill to contain much> 
'^ greater benefits. How were they treated ? — An 
^^ outcry was fet on foot, by men under influence of- 
^^ the Caftle, againft our relief. Thefe fixty-dght 
^^ DupEs were told, Gentlemen, 'you Tee there is a 
*♦ * great outcry, we cannot do what we promifed^^ 
*^ ^ we can only now open the Law^ and that with 
*' * manyand degraded reftriftions.— I believe the 
«' * other objefls contained in the Bill will not be 
*^' *muchinfifted.on.*" . ' 

*^ Having ftated fome.paft tranfaftions, I now 
*^ come to what is more pleafing— that is, to ftate * 
" my opinion, that the time is not remote when 
"we (hall meet to join with heart and vc»ice 
<« in the fincereft gratitude to Parliament and 

8 **t« 
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•f ta Gfovermhent. Hdwevcr tnftvoitrabiie fomc' 
*^ tbiogs zpjftmt^ I slm perfaaded k is dot intended 
*• to doom yoa to flavery, and that a wife Go- 
'^ vemmbnt will adopt the patriocie iheafure of 
** reftoring you to the Conftitution of your coun* 
•^tr^v 

♦* Wtecn thilt day afriveiSy and it will foon ar- 
•* rive, you will then prove youf juft and unfcign- 
** ed gratitude to your ddliverers, td Gdv^nmeflt, 
♦< to the Legiflatore, to the illuftrious men who 

efpoufed yoor caufe in patliameht — to t^e vir- 

tuo\3^ patriotic and eftlight<med citizens <^ 
«« Bclfaft— the firft (let it never be forgotten)' 
*^ who came forward in a body, to apply to par- 
•' liament for our rdlief. 

«« While we pretend to Honour, gratitude or 
** virtue, or have any claim to freedom, kt riiii 
^ live in our memory, and be imprinted on the 
^ memories of our children. 

'* To Derry we dwe much r their decifions, 
^* though more limited, yet were honourable ref- 
** timonies of their good will, and expreflions of 
•* their femiments in the previous debate breath* 
•* cd liberal and manly principles- 

" My reafon for thinking the time of dclivcr- 
•* ance approaches is, that it is impoffible on 
** any other principle to account for the conduct 
•* obfcrved towards us. .The proceedings of thofe 
^ who made the Penal Code were tfonllftent apd 

" fyftematic: 
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** fyftematlc : they might be unjuft and cruel. But 
'* they afted like men who had a plan. — ^When 
** they deprived us of liberty, they alfo doojfned 
" us to ignorance, and prevented our receiving 
•* education at home, or daring to receive it 
** abroad. 

" Indeed they went a little farther, or rather 
•* laid the foundation for our disfranchifement by 
'* the furrender of their own liberties. The plan 
^* was but the more fyftematlc. But, as things 
** ftand at prefent, unlefs our emancipation is 
^^ intended, all is incongruous. 

«^ Why, in God*s name, year after year, were 
^^ the eloquence and abilities of Ireland exerted 
** in giving ledures in College-Green (reduced 
f* into practice by the eftablifliment of an inde- 
** pendent legiflature) — to prove the bleffings of 
^* liberty and the curfe of flavery ? 

" And, left we (hould miftake, both are defin- 
^* ed i we are told that flavery confifts in being 
** governed by laws to which we do not confent 
f* by ourfelves or reprefentatives. 

** We look to ourfelves and our expiring pea- 
" feantry, and fee the truth verified. 

*^ They tell us taxation and reprefentatioxi 
** Hiould be infeparable: we feel the effefts of the 
^* contrary.— We are told, that every man is born 
*^ free, and that wealth nay life itfelf is not worth 
♦^ poffeffing without liberty. We fee indeed the 

^ «* gentleman 
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f^ gentleman who ufed thefe very words (one of 
^' the £rft in talents and connedions of this coun* 
^* try) vote for rejeding our^ petition for the right 
•* of franchife, iBut the truth is, if his conduft 
«* be inconfiftent, hrs doftrine is unqueftionablc> 
** and, though inftilled with /efs ability, would 
•« work conviftion. — Every Catholic in Ireland, 
*^ whofe library only extends to a magazine oc 
" an old newfpaper — reads their beautiful ora- 
*'^tions — we are to a man convinced^ 

" We look to America — to France- — to the 
*^ Netherlands — to all Europe— and aik each 
other why it is that we, who are as fiiithful fub- 
jedts as any King in Europe can boaft — why 
arc we thus reduced to flavery ? for fiavery it 
** /j— as defined to us by high authority — and 
** that without crime — Why haye our equals, our 
** inferiors, our tenants and even our fervants pri-r 
** vileges which are denied us ? 

*' Is it that we difagree about the elements 
•* in the facranient ? With equal jufticc might 
" the Copernican fyftem be fct up and fworn to 
*^ as a teft for civil and political liberty. — ^Frorti 
** thofe confiderations I am convinced, that it i$ 
** not their intention, nor can it be, to doom you 
" to a perpetual deprivation of the eleftive fran* 
'* chife: were it fo, another and a very- different 
" mode would govern the condufl of our rulers.— 
" They continue indeed to talk of fom^thing 
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^** which wc arc told is to exclude us from the 
•* Conftitution for ever, and which they call ih^ 
*^ proteftant afcendaiicy — which they aflert was 
" founded on the principles of the Revolution of 
^ 1688, though the word' was never heard of till 

^1792.- • ; 

■T I ■ 

The paternal recommendation of the Catholics'" 
cafe from the Throne operated inftantaneoully in 
their favour. The general good and happincfs 
of the Kingdom conquered in the breafts of moft 
the bias of early prejudic^is'. intolerance and op- 
preffibn after a faint ftruggle ceded the palm to 
liberalicyj rcafon and juftice; The inveteracy how- 
ever of focne was not to bd overcome even in- thft 
mgony of their defpair: whatever could be faved 
to them from this wreck of their monopoly, they 
fe'cured by exceptions from the broad and liberal 
relief wliich the firft form of the Bill held out* 
Some of thcfe exceptions were' admitted,- others 
were reje(5led. It is curious to obferve to what 
a degree of fublimation, the boon of the granting 
ckufe is refined by being thrown into the alembic 
of exceptions, introduced to redify the" fpirk of 
the Bill. This enaAed^ " that it fliall and may 
<* be lawful for Papifts or perfons profeffing the 
** Popifti or Roman Catholic Religion to hold, 
** exercife and enjoy all civil and military office* 
" and pUces of truft or profit under his Majefty, 
^ his heirs ahdfucceffors iii this kingdom/* Hb^^ 
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ever liberally the capacity of enjoyment is con- 
ceded to the Catholics, very Angular caution has. 
been taken to cramp the liberality of his Majefty 
in dealing out the favours. For it is particularly 
enaded that nothing in the ad (hall extend to 
I enable any Roman Catholic to fit or vote in ei- 
\ ther Houfe of Parliament, nor to be Lord Lieu- 
tenant, Lord Deputy or other chief Governor of 
j(he Kingdom, Lord Chancellor, Keeper orCom-> 
Imiffioner of the Grcat Seal of the Kingdom, 
nor to enjoy a feat on any of the Benches pf 
; the three Courts of Record, nor to be a Judge 
j of the High Court of Admiralty, nor Mafter 
j or Keeper of tL^ Rolls, nor Secretary of State, 
Keeper of the Privy Seal, Vice Treafurer or 
Deputy Vice Treafurer, Teller and Caihier of 
the Exchequer, nor Auditor General, Lieutenant 
or « Governor or Cuftos Rotulorum of Counties, 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, Lord De- 
puty or other Chief Governor of the Kingdom, 
nor Member of the Privil Council, nor Prime 
Serjeant, Attorney General, Solicitor General, 
Second and Third Seijeants at Law, nor King's 
Couofel, nor Matters in Chancery, nor Provoft 
or Fellow of Trinity College, nor Toft-Mafter 
General, nor Mailer and Lieutenant General of 
the Ordnance, nor Commander in Chief pf his 
Majfcfty's Forces, ^or a General on the Staff, 
HM SherjjBT nor Sub-Shfriff" pf any , County j new: 
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to hold any office or employtncfit of trqft ojr 
confidence that c!an be eftablilhed by the Lord 
Lieutenant and Council under the ijth and i8th 
of Charles H. Notwithftanding this tantaliz- 
ing exclafion from 'the encouraging rewards of 
every profcffion and calling which were how 
opened to them, the Roman Catholics Were grate- 
fuHy fenfible of the ineftimable bleffing thej^ were 
admitted to in the eleSive frsnebife and fair trial 
iy Jury. 

'' The debates upon this important fubjeft were 
too copious to report, and too interefting wholly 
to omit. I (hall therefore notice but fuch parts 
of the fpeeches of the 'different Gendemcn who 
took part in them, as difclofe or confirm the de- 
tail of fads which it is the duty of the impartial 
annaliil to record. 

The fpirit and difpofition of the Chancellor to- 
wards the body of the Roman Catholics cannot 
be fo impartially known as from his own words in 
the debate upon the addrefs to the Throne. They 
will alfo fpeak for thofe who, like the Grand Jtwry- 
men of the Counties, could be didated to and in- 
fluenced by his authority. ** I did not,'* faid he, 
** expedk that any fet of mea would have dared to 
*^ approach the Throne with a grofs and malignant 
*^ deception upon the Father of his People. I 
** therefore feizc this firft opportunity tQ reprobate 
*^ and deted it." Then in a very long and htaiud 
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philippic againft the body aad dcxStiioes of the 
Roman Gatholics, he added : ^^ If any man can 
*^ be fo wild as to look to a total repeal of the 
" Popery Laws of this kingdom ; if any man can 
"be fo wild as to defire.to communicate the effi- 
** cicnt power of a free Proteft^ntj to a great ma- 
'/ jority of the people of Ireland profeffing the 
<* Popilh Religion ; I do not fcruple to fay, that 
" it is an abfurd and a wicked fpeculation. I am 
** fatisfied, that as long as the nature of men con- 
.<* tinues to be what it is, it is utterly impoffible 
** that a zealous Catholic can exercife the efficient 
*^ powers of Government in fupport of a Protcft- 
*' ant eftablifhmentin Ireland, or in fupport of her 
" conneftion with -the Proteftant Empire of Great 
'^ Britain ^ and therefore, if I am^ the fingle man 
•^ to raife my voice againft luch a projeft, I ivill 
« refift kr 

This irritation and forenefs of mind upon the 
cffefts of the Catholics' Petition to the Throne 
feem to have been equally felt by the Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, though he did not exprefs 
himfelf fo ftrongly upon it as his colleague in op- 
^ pofing the Roman Catholic claims. As the Bill 
. proceeded, it was indeed obferved, that the oppo- 
- fition to it was not fo violent and determined even 
' from the Chancellor, as upon the firfl: agitation 
. of the queftion ; for reports after this were ru- 
moured^ that doi^ts bad been conceivejd iq (be 
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Britilh Cabinet of the policy of granting the 
Seals of Ireland to any other than an EngliQi- 
man ; and fome extravagant notions began to 
gain credit in that kingdom, that the acceptance 
of appointments involved a call of concurrence 
with the wiflies of thofe who granted them. 

At the fecond reading of the Bill in the Com- 
mons, the Right Honourable Mr. Fofter, after 
apologizing for breaking filence, undertook in the 
firft place to prove, that the^conduft of the Grand 
Juries in declaring againft the admiflion of the 
Catholics to the participation of the Conftitution 
JbaJ not only been^proper^ but necejjary and perfectly 
conJiitutionaL He further faid, *^ Gentlemen have 
•* thanked the Jrilh Minifter for this meafure ; he 
•' could not thank him for it, though he could for 
^^ many others : from his foul he confidered it ^s 
*^ the prelude and certain fore-runner of the over- 
** throw of the Proteftant EftabliQiment. The 
** Britijh Minifter was the firft to roufe this quejiion^ 
** and he was not well advifed.^^ He then at- 
tributes the fall of the country from unknown 
profperity to the prefent ftate of alarm, mifery and 
danger, not to ** Frtnch tran/aSicns ; they have 
«« not been felt here, at leaft not till very lately : 
'<* it arifes from the fears and agitations into which 
<* this kingdom has been thrown by the roufin^ 
^' and fupporting this claim'* The oppofition to 
the Bill in both Houfes was confined to very 
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few i fitre or fix made up the formidable ntitB?* 
bcr in the Commons : there were in faft but two 
dlfTentient Voices againft bringing in the Bill ; and 
in the Lords, the Archbi(hop of Cafhell alone 
openly fupported the oppofition of the Chancel- 
lor i his grace had conftmkted himfelf to this op- 
pofitidn by his formal declaration in the Houfe 
chat the Roman Catholic religion iHfas a religion of 
knaves and fools. The fame principle feemed to 
afFedt the whole oppofition of the Commons j for 
Mr. Ogle expreflly iaid, that the introdudion of 
the Bill was " the mandate of the Britifh Minifter. 
•' Let that Minifter make his experiments at bome^ 
*' Where he may be fuppofed to know foraething 
•* of the country. Let him try, will an Engliflr 
** Parliament aboiifh the Teft Aft ? He knows 
" they will not. Why then Ihould he prefume to 
** direft the Proteftant Gentlemen of Ireland to 
^^ abandon their lituation in the State ?" This fitu- 
ation was the monopoly of the whole power o£ 
rfie country. 

The fituation of the Catholic body up to thk 
"time in Ireland- was compendioufly defcribed by 
Mr. Hardy : ** The major part of the people of 
" Ireland, at one time leaning on the Crown for 
^•* iupport, then looking for proteftion from (omtf^ 
"enlightened Proteftants: then following fom? 
«* perfons of rank of their own perfuafion, thei? 
•* fixing their eyes on Diflenterij, then on both 
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** ttoiifes of I'arliament : and after all, turning 
*^ their backs on the Miniftry df their own coun- 
** try, and flying to the foot of the Throrie for rc- 
** lief.** Mn Egan, after having ftatcd that he 
had formerly prefented a loyal and dutiful pe* 
tition ifrom the Roman Catholics to that Houfe, and 
that on the very next day the Adminiftraiion bUd 
itxptmged it and its reception from the journals with 
reviling edumrrf and precipitation. ** But,'* faid 
he, " we now hear his Majefty^s paternal be- 
** nignity and liberality recommending from the 
** Throne thofe complaints which you rcjed^d 
** from the Houfc of Parliament. I fee the Sove- 
*• reign of his people in efFed the vindicator of 
** my cbndui?^, the feprover of his Adriiiniftra- 
•' tion and the advocate of his opprefled fubiefts,** 
And Mr. Gurran, adverting to thefe very eircum- 
idances, faid* ** Their petition Wa^ rejeded by 
*' thofe who called themfelves their Reprcfenta- 
** tives : the next yfear that petition pafled over 
*' that Parliament, and approached the Throne. 
*' Had it been rejeded there, there remained only 
*' one other Throne for mifcry to invoice ; and 
*« from that laft and dreadful appeal let it never be 
** forgotten by Iriflb gratitude that wc haVe been 
«* faved by the piety and eompaffion of the Fa^ 
«* ther of his people/* The Honourable T. H. 
Hutchinfoh faid, " He would not ttate th^ reio- 
** lutions of the different Grand Juries, or what 
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** had pafled at the meetings of feveral of Ac 
** counties in confequence of this plan; but 
*^ would only remind the Houfe, that their gc- 
" neral tendency wept to form a perpetual bar 
*^ againft the Catholic to all his pleas and all hrs 
** expedations, and to exclude him for ever from 
*^ the pale of the Conftitution. He did not la- 
** ment thofe proceedings becaufe they had pro- 
** duccd the fcene in which the committee were 
*' then engaged : the Catholics, firm in the pur- 
** fuit of their objed, had not yielded even to the 
** authoritative opinions of thofe very refpedaMc 
" bodies. Too bold to be intimidated and too proud 
** to be coerced, they became animated not aw^; 
•* they fought proteftion at the foot of the Throne, 

' *' and had returned under the (lamp of the royal 
** recommendation, through whofe wife and be- 
*' nevolem interpofition we had now adopted 

' ** their complaints." Befides thefe fpeakers Mr. 
Grattan, Sir Hercules Langrifhe, Mr. ConolJy, 

. Mr. D. Browne, Major Doyle, the Provoft of the 
College, Mr. Secretary Hobart and feveral others 
delivered themfelves in fentiments of the moft ad- 
mirable humanity and conftitutional love and zeal 
for their country, in favour of the recommenda- 
tion from the Throne. Doftor Duigenan almoft 
alone vented the moft embittered horror of the 
Roman Catholic Religion and Body, that could 
be exprefled in an exaggerated detail of every 
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falfe, fcahdalous or malicious report that had eyer 
been faifed or publilhed againft them. Such ' 
however was the liberality of the Houfc, as to 
be little afFefted by the narrative^ 

Before this Bill was committed in the Houfe 
of Lords, the Lord Chancellor, though his firft 
efFervefcence had rather cooled, in a fpeech of 
confiderable length and of uncommon virulence 
againft the Roman Catholics, pointedly anim^d- * 
verted on their paft cohduft, which he endea- 
voured to prove by a long ftatement of hiftorical 
fafts, ought to be the m oft powerful inducements 
to the Houfe to rejedt all their demands. If he 
confented to the Bill, irwas becaufe the fituation 
of the country now rendered // necejfary. He then 
endeavoured to prove that the religious fury and 
bigotry of Papifts in Ireland was now as great as 
it ever had been ; and that there was a moral im- 
poflibility for Proteftants and Catholics to agree in 
political interefts. He accufed them of wifhing 
to annihilate the prefent fyftem of reprefentation, 
and to found it on a baftard King, *' In earlier 
<* periods of Government," faid he, " the Irilh 
*' never thus loudly complained of any one 
*' EngliQi aft of oppreflion. It was of late the 
** prefent moft fantaftical idea that how prevails 
*« among them had its birth, fo that it feemed to 
" him that the heavy hand of God was at this 
<* time ftretched over the land. Every one nov^ 
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^^ looks upon his neighbour with a jealous eye, 
'^ thinking hini an impediment in b^s own way t$ 
^^ power and pre-eminence.'* The Archbiflbop of 
Ca(hell vehemently oppofed both the fpirit and 
principle of the Bill. It was however ably and hu- 
manely fopported by other Prelates on the Bench. 
The Bill was pafled, to the gene^ral joy and fatisfac- 
tion of the kingdom at large, and the Catholic De- 
Jegates prefentcd an addrefs xo his Majefty and tq 
the Lord Lieutenant expreffive of their gratitude 
for its having paffed into a Law. Amidft the 
general and peaceable teftimonies of the public 
joy for the emancipation of the bulk of the IriQi 
Nation, the Corporation of Dublin granted the 
frcecjom of their city to Dr. Duigenan as an ho* 
nourable teftimony of their gratitude to him for 
his fteady zealous and perfevering oppofitioR |q^ 
the Bill in every ftage of if. 
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JL EW things could have more clearly proved 
the prevalence of the prefent fpirit of oppofing 
public petitions againft grievances, than th^ divi- 
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fion upon Mr. Grey*s motion for a Reform in Par- 
liament after two days debate ; the numbers being 
42 for the reform againft 282 wiio oppofcd it. It 
would be ufelefs to attempt to follow the difterent 
fpeakcrs upon this great and important fubjeft. 
Their arguments upon it can receive no additional 
force, no further elucidation ; wbilji ourpaffions conti- 
nue to infiruSt cur reafon^ we muft patiently look for 
, the change of reafon in the turn of events that may 
excite a difference of paffions. Circumftances may 
happen that will difpofe fome and alarm others 
to all upon truths, that have hitherto remained 
mere fpeculative and inoperative affeftions -of the 
mind; when the dread of meeting convidtion 
will be lefs than that of rejefting inveftigation ; 
when the feelings of the people {hall mark more 
pointedly the proper time for confidering their 
grievances, th^n the judgment of their reprefent^- 
tives. The attempt has been made at all times ; 
in times of war and in times of peace ; when com-« 
merce flourilhed; when its credit was expiring; 
\ when the minds of men w.ere eafy and free ; when 

' 4:bey were foured and vacillating ; in the hour of 

invafion and rebellion ; in the glow and tranfport 
of loyalty and triumph. Ingenuity can fcarcely 
devife a pofllble novelty of circumftance under 
which this refprm has not been brought forward, 
and rejefted. Mr.' Pitt's fpeech on the fecond day 
of thefe debates, chiefly rafted upon the impro^ 

priety 
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priety of the prefent moment for attempting any ■'■ 
fort of reform. Many others alfo refted their 
oppofition to the motion upon the fame ground. 
Twenty-three petitions were prcfented to the Com- 
mons on the firfl day of thefe debates by different 
members J fpme of thehiligned by many thoufand ' 
names (as far as fifteen thoufand). ' Mr. Burke* 
was amongft the moft forward to oppofe Mr. 
Grey's motion; and vehement as he is in warning 
fbis. country againft every fort of innovation or- 
r^form, he could with undeniable- reafons (though 
with unaccountable inconfiftency) encourage arid- 
forward in his own country, without danger of ' 
following the example of France, the ftrongeft* 
meafure of reform that has been efFefted ' fince the 
eftabliftiment of the Britifh Conftitution ; the 
adniiffion of above three out of four millions to 
vote for their reprefentation in Parliament, In 
England he could not fee what was fo clear to 
him; in Ireland, that ♦ *^ becaufe wicked men of va-> 
*^ riQus defcriptions are engaged in f editions courjes^ 
*^ tb^ rational^ Jqber and valuable part of one dejcrip* 
^^ ticn Jhould not be indulged their Jober and rational 
^^expeSations.^^ 

- The Body of Romaa Catholics in Scotland, ' 
which confifts of about twenty thoufand, chiefly 
<?f the lower ord^r of fociety, had made frequent; 

* fetter to Sir Hercules Langrifhe, p. 8, 
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applications to Government to be relieved from 
the hardlhips of a very feVere penal code under 
wJhich they laboured. A deaf ear had been coii*r 
ftantly turned to the^r application; generally 
vpon pretext of the inveteracy of the prejudices of 
that kingdom againft them. This illiberal idea wa( 
Icept up much longer thaii necedary> not only to tb^ 
prejudice of the fufiering Catholics, but to the 
fcandal and calumny^ of the Scotch nation. Mr. 
Dundas however, upon being: perfqaded that fuch 
ameafure of liberality might now infure him fomc^^ 
|)opularity in the country, confented to the intror 
duftiqn of a Biil| which p^cd without ^ny oppo? 
fition^ bf which tfa^ Roman Catholics of Scodand 
were put niparly vip^n the fame footing as thofe of 
England^ upon takings the fame Oaths of Alle? 
glance prefcribed for Englifh Roman Catholics. 
The news of its pafling into a law gave gencr^ 
fatisfadion and joy throughout the kingdom, 

At the beginning of the feifion mention bad 
been made i|i the Hbufe of Commons by Mr^ 
Dundas of aY> intention of eftablifliing a Militia in 
Scotland. Nothing had been done fince that 
time upon the fubjcd^i and Major Maitland novf 
put the quefHon to the Right Honeurablc Secre-r 
tary, whether he h^d or had not abai^doned the 
idea ? H? ^nfwered, that late as it was in the 
feffion, he afluredly (hould take fome ftep towards 
cffefting it* Ngne Jipwever was openly t^l&en. 

The 



J 



The Militia Bill paffed the Irifti Parliament with 
little oppofitiofi^ An attempt however was made 
by that party which had fo zcalouily oppofed, and 
fo reluftandy yielded to the Roman Cathofic Bill^ 
to exclude the Roman Catholics from appoint? 
meats in the Militia. Though the fyftem was 
i:ordially adopted in many counties } yet in others * 
ferious effeds were apprehended from therefiftance 
which was offered ag^inft it. Thefe difficulties 
were however but of (hort duration; obvious rea-? 
fons occurred tp perfuade the people of every 
flefcription to enter freely into the Militia; the 
fteady and peaceable were eager to lend their aid 
to ftrengthen the hands of Government and. &• 
pure the peace and tranquillity of the country ; the 
rfifcontented and aftive found in the legal poffeffion 
^nd ufe of arms^ the fure defence againft oppreffion 
and the ready means of redrefs. The crooked 
policy of the party from whofe tenacious gripe a.^ 
much power feemed to be wrefted, as was conferred 
upon the Roman Catholics^ had nearly ezpofed 
the country to very ferious danger; Unable to 
prevent the liberality of Parliament /rom admitting 
the Roman Catholics upon an equal footing with 
jbe Prot^ftants into the Militia, they at firft fuc* 
ccfsfuUy cxercifed their influence and power in 
the countr}^ to fill up all the appointments with 
Proteftants, to the utter exclufion of the Roman 
Cathplj? Gentlemen in thofe very counties where 
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they vrcrt moft numerous. This grofs partiality 
began to operate very ferioufly upon the Catholic 
pcafantry, from amongft whom the Militia-men 
vfcne principaHy balloted; the partial, fyftem was 
neceffariky abandoned, and the different corps 
of.. Militia were then qui<ikly and peaceably 
completed. : ' 

The imp6rtance of this populous nurfery of 
float- and vahant recruits both for the land and 
fea forces of Great Britain is too great, - to juftify 
my filence upon a fubjed of fuch national eonfe- 
quence, upon which the public feems to have given 
into an error of no fmall moment. It is a generally 
received idea, not only throughout Great Britain 
but in Ireland itfelf, that fince the paffing of the 
Roman Catholic Ad, the army and navy of Great 
Britain arc as open to Iri(h Roman Catholics, as 
to any other defcription- of his Mijefty's fubjeds. 
The Iriih Parliament has indeed declared Roman 
Catholics capable of any military office and em- 
ployment : hut it is 10 be Femembered, that 
Ireland has no.' permanent military body (except 
now the militia) fubjed to their conftant jurif- 
didion ; the troops o£ Great Britain upon the 
Irifh eftabhlhment are merely fabfuiized, as it 
were, by Ireland ; ihey are paid out of the Irifh 
ireafury, and during their refidence in that king- 
dom are under the temporary controul of the 
IriQi Parliament. There is no Irifh navy. Every 
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Iiifti as well as Englifh Roman Catholic, who 
wiflies to ferve his country either in the army or 
navy of Great Britain, is prohibited by ftatute 
. (i Geo. L) to do it, without renouncing his reli- 
. gion by oath : if he refufe to take this oath of 
renunciation within a limited time, he is not 
only expelled from the fervice, but he incurs 
alfo a civil death, by being rendered incapable of 
bringing any aftion at law, or fuit in equity ; of 
being a guardian, executor, or adminiftrator; of 
taking a legacy or deed of gift ; of being in any 
office in Great Britain ; of voting at any elcdibn 
for members to ferve in parliament ; and (hall 
moreover forfeit the fum of 500I. to any perfon 
that will inform againft him. If candour and 
good faith be to be holden with the loyal fub- 
jeds who tender their fervices to their country, 
prefs-gangs and recruiting fcrjeants (hould be 
preceded by heralds, to announce the pains and 
penalties which thofe who retain the faith of their 
anceftors will incur by being forced or enlifted 
into the fervice of their country. It is well known 
that upwards of feventy thoufand recruits were 
raifed in Ireland during the American war ; and 
. as the Legiflature has now declared the Irifti Ro- 
. man Catholics capable and worthy of ferving 
their King and Country, thefe obfervations will 
not be found irrelevant to the fubjedk of this 
Hiftory. 

There 



There irould be little need bf offering boiihtiei 
of fifteen guineas per man for enlifting fecruits, ft 
the recruiting ferjeatits were properly iiiftruSd 
to difplay the liberal - and noble and irrefiftiblcf 
terms of the Irifh Roman Catholics* engagemeou 
** Welcome, braVe, loyal and free foldier^ ! Ldng 
*« live the King, the happy and free Conftitution ! 
** Welcome into your long loft rights ; your 
«* liberty of ptrfon, of property, of fervice and 
•* of confcience* Your loving, jrour generous^ 
** your glorious country calls fof ypur ferviccs to 
♦* Crufli the tyranny; flavery and wickedtfefs 
^' of your Gallic neighbours. Which of you can 
*' withftand the enthufiaftic glow of fuch a call ? 
«* To crulh tyranny, and give to mankind that 
** liberty which you yourfclves enj#jr in fuch an 
<* eminent dcgf ee. Live the caufe of Briiift 
** freedom I Once enlijiedy my brave fellows \ 
*• you will be happy to facrifice your all to fuff- 
*• port \u For the moment of your engagement 
«* is the word of eommand to renounce your 
*' religion ; the praftice. of it you will be dii^ 
•* penfed with, or marftiallcd by beat of drurt 
" to a better and purer fervice. Whilft you 
** remain under the jurifdiftion of the Britifh Pa^* 
•« liament yoti (hall be civilly dead, that fotf 
^ may fully know the benefit of returning i^W* 
" yoyr own free and bleffed country 5 and ftould 
•* fortune blefs you with prize-money, five iw^' 
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dfed pounds of it will rcvrard tlie good fervlceis 
** of i neighbourly informed, that you did not 
*« make a. timely renunciation of your religion,^* 

On the 2 2d of February, in the Houfe ,q£ 
Feers^ Lord Farnham propofed an amendmet^C 
to this claufe of the Roman Catholic Bill, by 
rendering its operation conditional, until Gres^;; 
Britain (hould pafs a fimilar law to open the army 
^nd navy to Catholics throughout the whoI# 
firhifli empire. But the Chancellor oppofed the 
amendment ; " for," faid he, " it could not bcfup* 
** pofed that his Majefty would appoint a man ta 
^' fuch a poft, uiuil the laws of the empire (hould 
^ fully (Qualify htm to ad in every part of it* Ic; 
•* was more than pfobable, a fimilar law to this 
*^ would be adopted in England before thelapfe of 
^^ two months, and on this ground the amendment 
** would be wholly unneceflaryi*' The learned 
Lord forgot that the Ad of Geo. I. applies it$ 
rigorous effeds exprefsly to foldiers ar,d /eamen as. 
%ell as to officers. Eleven months are now 
clapfed fince this liberal promife was holden outj 
and the feverity of the law is ftill fully operative 
againft every Roman Catholic who renders hirafelf 
liable to it by engaging in the military or naval 
fervice of his country. 

On the 8ih *of the month the Combined ar- 
mies Engaged the Frehch near Maulde, in which 
the Bricifli troops turned the fate of the day in 

therr 
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their favour; and on the 25th the combined 
forces under the Prince of Saxe Cobourg and of 
his Royal Highnefs defeated the enemy, and 
drove them from the ftrong and important camp 
of Famars, of which they took poffeffion. The 
French entered without refiftance the fmall town 
of Fumes and threatened Oftend. The illand of 
Tobago was taken from the French. The King 
of Pruffia had been for a long time before Mentz 
with an immenfe army. The Royalifts rofe in a 
formidable body in Britany, and gained feveral 
advantages over the Republicans. About the 
/ clofe of the month a body of 600 French emigrants 
/ was raifed in England and taken into our pay; 
they were commanded by the Count de la Chatre, 
but were not embodied till they arrived at Oftend, 
An offer was made by Government to embody 
five legions of French emigrants, of 600 men 
each ; but the difagreements among themfelves, 
their objeftions to the commanders intended to be 
placed over them, or their coldnefs or defpair 
in the caufe, defeated the intentions of Govern- 
ment, and this fingle legion of Monf. de la Chatre 
was ij| the courfe of feveral months with great 
difEcuhy formed. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



CONTENTS. 



il^*. Birch's motion in the Cominons, about a rumoured 
fear city of arms-'-Debates in the Lords upon Lord 
Auckland's Memorial — Lord Stanhope's motion for 
printing our Treaties with the Continental Powers 
— Dumourier in LoHdon — Valenciennes bejieged-^ 
Support given in Ireland to Commercial Credit — 
traitorous Correfpondence Billpajfed in Ireland. 

Jr EW things of any material confcquence oc 
curred during the courfe of the current month 
cither in or out of Parliament. Mr. Birch in con- 
fcquence of the rumoured fcarcity of arms, and 
knowing the fadt to be, that feveral regiments of 
militia and regulars had applied unfuccefsfully for 
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arms, 
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trmS} moved in the Houfe of Commons, that an ac- 
count be laid before the Houfe of the quantity of 
fmall arms in ftore in the Tower. Mr. Rofe op- 
pofed the motion ; and Mr. Birch confented to^e* 
fer it. On this occafion Mr. Sheridan aflerted widi- 
out b^ing contfadifted, that it was rumoured and 
credited, that ther6 were not at that time more 
than two or three thoufand (land of fmail arms in 
the Tower, which if a fadt was a criminal negleft 
that ought to be e»qiHr€4 into, and traced to 
thofe who had been guilty of fuch negleft. It 
was to him an additional proof, that the whole of 
the late tremendous preparations and formidable 
entrenchments of the Tower againft internal 
dangers were mere fiftion and pretence. 
' The confideration of Lord Auckland's memorial 
to the States General had been feveral times 
attempted to be brought before the Lords by the 
Earl of Stanhope : on the 1 7th inft. he made his 
promifed Motion in a very full houfe. His fpeech 
on this occafion was chiefly grounded on the idea. 
That all Memorials holding language of ill-timed 
menace only ferved to irritate and provoke reta- 
liation. Such had been the proclamation of Ge-^ 
neral Burgoyne to the Americans ; . fuch thofe of 
the Duke of Brunfwick to the French, He point- 
edly reprobated the idea of appiopriating to puf 
caufe the avenging arm of Divine . Providence ; 
the faccefs of war was not to determine' the juftice 

of 
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;of the caufc in the decrees of the AJlmlghty, any 
more than the morality and virfiie of individuals 
were to be eftimated by their temporal profperity in 
this life. Lord^Grenyille defended the Memorial as 
grounded in the fpirit of the Ambaflador's Inftruc- 
fions, the Speech of hisMajefty, and the Addreffes 
of both Houfes of Parliament upon it. His Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of Clarence took an opportu* 

■ I 

riity in this debate of exprefling his fcntiments upon 
the war. Not conceiving that any thing cruel in 
its tendency or oppreffivc in its nature could 
originate with a Britilh fubjeft, he had been will- 
ing to attribute the compofition of this Memorial 

a 

to the Auflrian Minifter who had (igned it jointly 
with our Ambaffador. He was Iqrry that his con- 
je&ure was groundjefs. With regard to the war, 
though he thought it had commenced on the 
principles of juftice and neceflity, he found neither 
of thofe principles to warrant its continuance ; he 
had the fatisfadlion to fee the avowed objed of 
the war obtained. The danger which had threat- 
ened Holland was completely removed ; there 
had ceafed therefore the immediate and only 
avowed caufe for which we had undertaken the 
war. Lord Auckland offered nothing new in. 
his own defence, which he refted upon what had 
£iUen from the Secretary of State. The Chan- 
cellor was very animated in fupport of his old 
friencFs Memorial, and pointedly decifive for Car-\ 
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rying on the vvaf at all rifqu^s (though with Lord 
Scarborough's referve upon its profecution) till 
the honour of this country to its allies were in its 
fuUeft extent difcharged, and their fecurity enfured. 
In reply to the Chancellor and the other fervantsof 
the Crown, who had fpofcen upon the fubjcft,ihc 
Earl of Guildford faid, " he .rofe to anfwer aqucf- 
** tion that had been that day more than once put by 
*^ different noble Lords, It had been afked, with 
*^ whom were Minifters to treat for peace? In anfwer 
" be would fay, that their fituation was asextraor* 
*' diiiary as it was lamentable j if they found cnc- 
^^ mies to fend armies againft, and could not find 
" out perfons fit to negociate a peace with/' Afl 
amendment of Lord Grenville's to the Earl of 
Stanhope's motion, which went to approve of the 
Memorial, was put and carried without a divifion. 
With the fame vigilance with which the noble 
Lords who reprobated the Memorial of Lord 
Auckland attended to the honovir of the Country, 
did they on a future day exert themfelves in ea- 
dcavouring to fecure its fafety. The Earl of Stan- 
hope moved for the printing of certain Treaties 
which this country had entered into with thcpoweR 
of the Continent. This was oppofed by Lord Gren- 
ville, to whom the Dake of Norfolk replied, and 
forcibly reprobated the unprecedented and danger- 
. ous delay of laying fuch important papers before the 
Houfe, for the opinion of iheir Lordfliips : there 

were 
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vf€tc no icfs than three treaties ofFeniive and defen- 
fivc entered into between this country and confi- 
derable continental powers, figned in May laft, 
and not prefented to the. Houfe till within two or 
three days of the clofe of the feflidn. His Grace 
was defii'ous that they Ihould te' {Sprinted, that 
the country might know -to what extent th6- 
vfarjvas about to be carried; and that Miniftcrs* 
were hazarding a long continuance 6f calamitous 
evils, by entering into the views of a variety of 
continental powers. The motion was loft. Thus 

> 

clofed the feflion of a parliament, convened upon 
the ftrength of fads which are univcrfally known 
not to have exifted * ; and fupported throughout 
by an implicit confidence, and unlimited credit 
to Minifters for an equal neceffity of enforcing 
and fuppreffing the grounds of the ftrongeft 
meafures. 

Nearly about the time that the combined armies 
. laid regular fiegc to Valenciennes, Dumourier 
came to London. Whether any public or private 
fpeculation brought him over is not afcertained ; 
he remained but two days in town, and was forced 
{o quit the kingdom under the provifions of the 
Alien Adl. 

* The words of the Aft (30 Geo, 2, c. 25. fee. 46) by 
virtue of which this parliament was convened and the militia 
drawn out and embodied, are in cafe of aSual invqfion or upon 
Imminent danger thereof or in cafe of rebellion. It is then corre6t 
to flate, ^hat neither of thefe cafes was known to have exifted. 
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Tht ruinous, fionfequences of the war fpread ovtr 
every part of the Brltilh empire ; Goveromenc 
foimd itfelf obliged in Irdland to lend fupporc lo 
the drooping cfcdit of the very firft commercial 
powers ; and. Parliament undertook to make 
good the fvim of aoo^oool. which the Bank hsd 
adi^anced to mercantile perfons with intereft at 5 
per cent. The Parliament of Ireland paflU aifioi 
a Traitorous Correfpondeoce Bill^ fimilar to that 
pailed in Great Britain* 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



JULY, 17&S. 



CONTENTS. 

J^. Reeves's afociathn-^Their publications and dcc^ 
trines^^Upwards of two tboufand fuch ajfociations 

formed-^Lord Hood^s Fleet in the Mediteranedn-^ 
Lord Hoti^e bos the cctmnand of the Channel Fket-^ 
Condi y Mayence^ and Valenciennes taken^^nfnccefs^ 

ful defcent at Martinicp ly Admiral Gardner-^Con* 
petition Bill in Ireland — Thoughts relative to it-^ 
ZJMy Civil Vfi and Pcnfion AEts paged in Ireland. 
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.LTHOUGH the Parliament had clofed the 
feflion, it was ftill found requifite to .keep awake 
the fpirit of alarm and agitation which had feized 
the Nation from the month of December. The 
means of s^ttcmpting this were as fingular as they 
were new. As the meafiire vyas not in its niture 
tranfient, but is in fome degree ftill operating its 
cflfeA upon the public^ it is peculiarly incUmbeftt 
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upon me to. apprize my reader of its origin^ na* 
turc and tendency. Mr. Reeves's aflbciation now 
thought proper to bring before the public a col- 
leded fum of their meritorious fer vices to the 
country, with an unequivocal avowal of their 
views and proceedings. They accordingly pub- 
liQied a confiderable volume of their aflbciation 
papers with a well written preface, which be- 
fpeaks the pen of talent and information. And 
when we throw our eye over the lift of the i8 
names .which form dieir committcic, from the 
known abilities, knowledge and refpeftability of 
the individuals who compofe itj Iwill readily own, 
that an implicit credit might have been cxpcAcd 
from the Nation for every meafure they fliould 
adopt. It is therefore certainly a hazardous^ and 
probably an invidious tafk to fpeak otherwife than 
in commendation of the proceedings of fuch re- 
fpeded members of this community. Rut, amicus 
PlatOy magh arnica vmtas. In the collefted view 
and review of the late public meafures I cannot 
help - feeing ' a concerted league to introduce or 
revive in this country a fpirit and principle dif- 
avowed fince the asra of our Revolution, in order 
to engraft upon them a fyftem of meafures, that 
would have received neither life nor vigour from 
the old flock of the Britifli Conftitption. I view 
Mr. Burke as the JEolus of this league. He for- 
mally anathcmatifes every man who condemns 

bim 
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him and bis book, as condemning of courje all sbeprin^ 
€ipks of the Conjlitutional JVbigs of this Kingdom. 
His zealous colleagues or imitators fet out upon 
the fame claim of infallibility of doflrine, and 
confidently announce to the public * that they cah 
have no enemies , but fuch as the ld*t0 would term of^ 
finders. Their chief aim in this preface is to con- 
vince the public, f that none of the King's Mi* 
nifters " knew or heard of this affociarion, till 
** they faw the firft advertifement in the public 
** prints. It was planned without their knowledge, 
^ and has been conducted to the prefent moment 
*^ without their aid. The Minifter had no more to 
^^ do with this affociation, than of the /wc tlv)ufand 
•^ and more that were formed in other parts of the 
** Kingdom/' So peculiar a foHcitude to de- 
prive his Majefty's Minifters of any (hare or 
merit in eftablifliing and forwarding an inftitu- 
tion, to which none but public offenders of the laws j 
of their country could be enemies, befpeaks a degree J 
of doubt either as to the truth of the affertion.or i 
the propriety of the fad. If however we refleft 
upon the clofenefs with- which Minifters were 
urged in the Houfe df Commons to ftate the 
grounds of the ftrong meafures they were then 
taking, and that they were either unable of un- 
willing to admit or difclofe them ; we muft ne- 
cefTarily allow fome clofer and more intimate 

* Preface, p. iv. ^ Ibidem, 
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cmaxt66oii whh Minifitis than ordinkrf , tiat could 
}»ve autl)ori2fcd men of fo. much lefpedabitiry u^ 
declare imequiTocall^r to their country, that • it 
'mfs hewn ^* ^Hat emeries were paid iy Frante i0' 
^^fiir up fediiion ; aud engineers fmt to affift in mHi" 
^^iary &persHens ; that a revolt was planned in ^ 
V ieghtning ef December^ when the 7ower was ti 
•* 4ft W beenj&^d: the agents in theft de/tgns whether 
^French -or Englijk wfere likewife known** - If fueh 
^ngs wire ^ known, cither through Minifters to 
t^fc aflbciators, or through thefe aflbciators to 
Mioiftersy the country had a caU, an irre^Ue 
call for example and vengeance a^iinft die dc* 
Knquei|t3. Thefe adts^ which are fo publicly dc^ 
elared t$ he known, were afts of the highe(| aad 
i^uikeft treafon : and foy the i Ed. 5. it is enac^ 
tffd, that concealment or keeping/ecret any high trea^ 
Jon ^Jbdll be from henceforth adjudged^ deemed and 
taken mij^rifio^ rf treafin^ t^tid the offender therm 
jhail forfeit andfufferas in cafes of nnjprijion oftrea*- 
Jony as heretofore hath hen ufed^ I wifh not to 
throw refponilbility where none is afiumed. The 
aflbciators have . very explicidy undertakeii to 
avow aixl defend their different pubIicatioas» and 
J^vc boaded not lightly of the happy efiefts they 
have already produced* f " Thefe papers coo*; 
«' fift of two claflesw The firft are fuch publica- 
«^ tions as the fociety ordered to be printed, after 

• Frcfw:f> VI. f Page xi, 
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^* iikey had t)efen perbfed: aiul. approved bf tfair 
**,^otmnitttfc. ' The fecondr.toniifty of trafts- that 
*^ were put to the prefs livithout the fpeoial di**- 
^* redioa or approbation of the committee by a> 
'* perfon m whom the commtttee confided. Ic* 
**, was endeavoured by fuch publications as the pre^ 
^\ fenti to countera£k the pibifpn that bad been dif« 
^' feminaled*, und to reftore the minds of the peo«' 
*^ pie to that tone (^ good (enftj which had ever 
*^ been thccliarafteriftic of tiiis "country. The 
'* fuccefs fully asf^ered the expedatioq : by thefis 
^^ iheaos wifehood was refntedy.fophiftry expofed^ 
*^ .and fediiion^ * repelled :> the peculiar happlniefs* 
*^ of our- Conftitution was difpkyed ; defigils df 
'^ pretended reformers wrerg exanjined; and.tho 
** principles of civil fociety were fully opened astd' 
•^ explaintd/^. . i / . 

As the diS)3r<)t)t papers:;arejn£>t,publilhid in the. 
(CNtl^r.of thekrefpedive claffes;.tte public inay b^ 
al a Ipfs to know to what clafs each paper ought 
to be referred. The Committee has however gc- 
nerouHy undertaken th6^ refpdnfibilky of both 
claifies. TThe rer publication of a work written by 
ai> author of no mean repute^ evidently argues ^ 
ixyc^ uneqAiivocal and refieded approbation of the 
dodrines contain^ in it^ than the firil publication 
ef a new produdion. More ferious ifaferehce is 
therefore to be dtawn from the Coctiinitt.ee*s 
tdopting an4 rcrpviblifhiog the doftrines of Mr* 

Soame 
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Soamc Jcnyns, Tipon the bafls of our ConftU 
tution^ than from their intruding the haties^ 
through the mouth of Thomas Bull, that the oily 
chrifin gives civil' power, and jhat God alone 
mikes Kings *. • No man who wiihes to prefervc 
the fpirit and bebg. of the Briti(h Conflitunon, 
Will itirely at this . day be hardy enough to deny, 
that the' demOcratical part of that Conftitution 
confifte of arid is fupported by the free reprejenta- 
iitm of the- people inParlhmtnt^ To what other end 
dan the people be told^ that fuch reprefentation is 
impofl^ble, and that it is no part of the £ngli(h 
Co0ftitution,.unlefs it be for the wicked purpofe 
of dcftroying all confidence in the Houfe of Com- 
mons^ deprivingit of itsrcfpea, and diverting die 
people. from looking up to their reprefentatives 
for redrels in all their grievances ? Was this 
above all others, a. time to teach the people of 
Great Britain^ that *« ** the corruption of the 

^' Members 

# Vid^ No« I. Second Fart of AfTocIation Papers, p. 4* 

* No. IX. AlTociation Papers, p. 129. Thoughts on a Par- 
liamentary Reform, by Soame Jenyns, Efq. Having cora- 
piitted myfelf to the public laft year upon this* amongft' other' 
eofiftitutional queilionSy I oannot help quoting from my work' 
tVe dcdrine I there adopted, by way of an apology for haTtn^ 
faid fp much i^pop thefe publications of Mr. Reeves'^ AiTocia* 
tipn. The danger becomes really fcrious, when we are told^ 
that above two thoufand fuch AfTocIations are already formed. 
Appendix to Lex Pdrlianierttaisfa^ p. \i^f,quoted in ^ura Mp 
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*« Members of the Houfe of Comtnons will always 
** increafe in proportion to their power, becaufe 
they have more to fell and are more neceffary 
to be bought ? Thofe who cannot make a (hift 
*^ with fuch a Parliament, muji have none. 

** Let us now fee vvhat would be the effed of 

« 

•* this independent Parliament if obtained. By an 
" independent Parliament, in the language of the 
'* prefent times, is to be underftood a Parliament 
** in which the majority would oppofe any Admi- 
^^ niftration : now no arguments are neceffary 
•^ to prove, that with fuch a Parliament no pub- 
*« lie bulinefs whatever could be tranfafted, nor 
*** any Government fubfift. But it will be faid. This 
** is not what is wifhed for, but one in which the 
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/. 450. •* There is nothing ought to be fo dear to the Commons 
^* of Great Britain as a free Parliament; that is» a Houfe of 
•'* Cpmmons everyway free and independent either of the Lorda 
or Miniftry, &c. ; free in tl^r perfons ; free in their eftates ; 
free in their cledlions ; free in their returns ; free in their 
aflembling; free in their fpeeches, debates and determina- 
•*' tions ; free to complain of offenders ; free in their profecii-« 
'^ tions for offences, and thereinyr^^ from the fear and influence 
** of others how great foever ; free to guard againft the in- 
'^'croachments of arbitrary power ; free to prcferve the liberties 
*^ and properties of the fubjcds ; and yet free to part with a 
** ihare of thofe properties, when neceffary, for the fervice of 
** the public : nor can he be juftly efteemed a reprefcntative of 
*^ the people of Britain, who does not fincerely endeavour to 
** defend their juft rights and liberties agalnft all itivafions what- 
•* foever. " 

z ** Members 
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«« Members (hall be always ttady to fapport the 
** mcafures of Miniftcrs when rijght, and to refift 
*' them when wrong, unawed and uninfiuencedj 
** and guided only by the dictates of their own 
^^ judgment and confcienc^e* This indeed is what 
^« every wife man would deiire^ but no wife man 
^ will expeft to fee, as no fuch ^flembly^ if nume- 
** rous, ever exiftcd in this or in any country, 
** from the beginning of the world to the prefent 
^* hour; not ever can, nnlefs mankind were melted 
" down and run in a new mould : a$ they no|f 
** arc formed, in every numerous affembly> 
*^ there muft be Ibme who have no judgment^ 
** and others who have no confcience, "and fomc 
•^ who have neither: take away (clf-intereft, aqd 
*' allthefe will have no ftar to fteer by, but muft 
^' fail without a compafs, juft as the gaiesjof favour 
•• or refcntment of popular abfurdity or their own 
** fhall dired them : a Minider therefore muft be 
** poflcffed of feme attraftive influence to enable 
** him to draw together thofe difcordant partis 
^^ des and unite them in a firm and folid majo- 
** riry, without which he can purflie no meafures 
** of public utility with fteadinels or fuccefs. Jn 
^ independent Hcufe of Commons is m part of the 
*' Englijb Conjlitutim.** . Such are the ideas of the 
necefficy of riie corruption and venality of a Bri- 
tifii "Houfe of Commons' taught and maintained 
in this new Palladium of our Conftitution- Un- 
due ioflaence over the judgment of the reprefcn- 
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tatlvTJs ts necc!rary.accc>rdiiig to them to d^e vtiy 
exifteAce of the Conllitution* f Parliaments ImtM 
ever been infiuenceii and by that means- Mr CmJUiu^ 
tkn has Jo Isffg Jubfifted. 

• As to the doftrine of Thomas Bull,. which thtfe 

leagujcrs reyive\ adopt and iaculcate, if k mean 

any thingA nieans iri tlie common and . accept^ 

terms of the Englifti language, that the Kii^ of 

Great Britain reigns over his people juredhm^ or 

t^at he is immediately appointed King by G^i 

and not by the people : and which of the eighteen 

members of the committee will ftand forth tike 

Sir Robert Filmer the avowed champion of thit 

do<£trine, and ralhly atcempc to Un Lxuke chofe nei- 

Volution principles upon which alone the Conffif 

tution ftancjj^? Confident as thefe fcaguers are in 

denouncing all their enemies as offenders againji the 

iaw, it is proper to weigh their loyalty in the 

fcalc of their pretended doftrine. On the nth 

of December 1792 this Club de Surveilloftce kindly 

imdertook to remind the good people of England 

whom they had taken in tow, to condud fafely 

into the haven of the Conftitution, that ihe fw* 

tion ffa libel may be applied to any defamation what^ 

ever. Hawk. P.C, L 1. c. 73.. Thsx a libel is d 

contumely or reproach publijhed to the defamation t^ 

Government. Com. Dig, JJbel A. That maluioi^ 

defamations of any ffrftms, e^cial^ a ma^i^ratje^ 
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made public hy ekber printing, writing,* Jigns or ^V 
tures, in order to expofe him to public hatred, con* 
tempt or ridicule, are punijhabk as libels. Bi. Com. 
1. 4. c. 4. — And thefe Conftitution-mongcrs tell the 
fame good people of England, that their reprefcn- 
tativts in Parliament are neceflarily corrupt, and 
muft be both bought and fold. That it is phyfi- 
cally impoffible that their reprefentatives (houldbc 
fo nnawed and uninfluenced as to be i-eady t® fup- 
port the meafures of Minifters when right, and to 
refill them when wrong. That the greateft part 
of the Houfe of Commons can have no other ffar 
to fleer by than felf interefl. ; and that majorities 
in that Houfe muft ncceffarily be formed by mi- 
nifteriil influence ; that an independent Houfe of 
Commons is no part of the Englifli Conftitution ; 
that the Conftitution has hitherto fubfifted by the 
minifterial influence. of the Commons; that the 
reafon why we cannot preferve the wealth, ho- 
nour, power and dominion which we once en- 
joyed is, becaufe the means of minifterial influence 
are no longer fufficient to fatisfy the demands of 
ambition and the hunger of faftion. If the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, who have fometimes eic- 
ercifed their power in puniQiing a fevere^or difre- 
fpeftful obfervation in a newfpaper, fhall choofe 
tP acquiefce ..in this exaggerated mafs of calumny 
apd difgrace, there needs no great fagacixy to fore* 
tell the early cxtindion of the refpeft dignity and 
.. . .... power 
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power of their Honfe ; and the Immediate and 
neceflary miftruft, contempt and ridicule of the 
conftituents for their reprefentatives. 

Lefs dangerous to the Conftitution of this coun- 
try were the doclrines of Thomas Paine, which de; 
nied its exiftence, than of thefe aflbciated leaguers 
which teach the neceffiry of fuch abufes. Dan- 
gerous at all times is a fyftem of Clubs and Affo- 
ciations under the bUnd influence of any, dema- 
gogues : but what is not to be apprehended from 
the joint efforts of two or three thoufand Affocia- 
tions eftabliQied for the avowed purpofe of dif- 
fufing through the Nation fuch dangerous and 
falfe dodlrines concerning the Sovereign's title to 
the Throne, and fuch bafe and fcandalous calum- 
nies and libels againft the Houfe of Commons ? 

The attention of the Cabinet was now drawn 
chiefly to the operations of the fleets and armies 
by which the power of the Gallic Republicans was 
to be cru(hed. They had long before fent out 
a confiderable fleet to the Mediterranean under 
Lord Hood. And in order to fecure every ad- 
vantage to this country, which could be procured 
at fea, they committed the command of the Chan- 
nel fleet to Lord Flowe, an officer of uncomtnon 
ikill in naval tadics, who had already lignalized 
himfelf in America by the fuperiority of his abili- 
ties and the warmth of his zeal in cruftiing the 
powers of a nafcent republic. They were flat- 
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tercd with the accounts of the various fucceflcs ia 
different quarters. The fettlements of Miquclon 
and St. Pierre had furrendered without refiftancc 
to the Britifh arms. Conde had furrendered after 
a long blockade to the Duke of Wirtemburgh, a5 
had the city of Mayence to the King of Pruffia, 
who peraiitted the garrifon to march out with all 
the honours of war, carrying their arms, baggage 
and other effects, on condition of not ferving for 
one year againft the allied armies. They accord- 
' ir^gly marched immediately againft the Royalifts 
in the Vendee and clfewhere. Valenciennes capi- 
tulated after a fiege of near two months. The 
garrifon was reduced from ii,ooo to 4,500 r»en; 
and the allies during the fiege threw 489,800 
lliells and balls into the town. Accounts riot fo 
flattering were at this time received from the 
Weft Indies. Admiral Gardner had on the i4ih 
of June landed fome troops on the iiland of Mar^- 
tiriico ; he liad taken a fort, and bad been joined 
by a confidcrable number of Royalifts : a moil 
unaccountable miftake had happened, confidering 
the fmal! nuumber of men which he had landed; 
the Britifli troops fired upon each other and killed 
above one hundred c nd fifty men. A difpute alfo 
arofe betwten the Admiral and the General; and 
ihey difgraccfidly qi:irted the iiland on the 17th 
of the fame month. Sufficient details of this un- 
fortunate expedition have not reached us to en- 
able 
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able us to point out the immediate caufes of iti 
failure. It feems to have been either too long 
deferred, or unadvifedly undertaken, without any 
J)reconcerted plan or preparation. When the Ad- 
miral failed from the ifland to America to avoid 
the hurricanes, the beach ^as feovered with the 
unfortunate Royalifts who hid joined him upon 
his 4anding, imploring him to tranfport them out 
of the reach of their cruel enemies ; dicy were in- 
humanly left to their fate, and it is fuppofed that 
our appearance upon the ifland for three days had 
caufed the great eft part of them to be executed i 
Of fuch dire confequences are either dilatory or 
half planned meafutes againft fo irritable and de- 
termined an enemy. 

The coUefting of the ferife of the Roman Ca- 
tholic body in Ireland by eleftibn of delegated 
and their deputation to the Throne, although at^ 
tended by no fymptbm of turbulence or infurrec- 
tion throughout thd kingdonii, was a meafilre fo 
unexpededly efficacious in procuring their relief, 
that the Chancellor was determined to prevent % 
poiSble repetition of fuch a furprife. He accord- 
ingly brought in a Bill to prevent the eleSion or 
appointinent of unlawful ajfemblies^ under pretence tf 
preparing or prefenttng public petitions or other ad^ 
dreffes to bis Majeftj i?r the Parlldment. This moft 
^xtraordirKiry aft rccitt'S, that the eleftion or ap^ 
|)ointment of aflTemblifes ptn-pordng to reprefent 

X 2 the 



( 3o8 ) 

the people or any defcription or number of the peo- 
ple, under pretence of preparing or prefenting pc- 
lirions^ complaints, remonftrances and declarations 
.and other addrefles to the King or to both or ei- 
ther of the Houfes of Parliament, for alteration 
of matters eftablilhed by law or redrefs of alleged 
grievances in church and ftate, may be made ufc 
of to fei*ve the ends of factious and feditious per- 
fons, tp the violation of the public peace and the 
great and manifeft encouragement of riot, tumult 
and diforder : and it enafls that all fuch affemblies, 
committees or other bodies of perfons elcdted or 
otherwife conftituted or appointed are unlawful 
aflemblies : and that all perfons giving or pub- 
liQiing notice of the eledion to be made of fucb 
perfons or delegates, or attending or voting or aft- 
ing therein by any means are guilty of a high mif- 
demeanor. The aft ends with a declaration that 
nothing in ic (hall be conftrued to prevent or im- 
pede the undoubted right of his Majefty's fubjefts 
to petition the King or Parliament for redrefs of 
any public or private grievance. 

It behoves every man ta abftain from irreve- 
rent obfervations upon a public aft of any Lcgif- 
lature to which his Majefty has given his Royal 
confent. This aft of the Irllh Parliament is ex- 
preflly founded upon the poffibility of thofe aftions 
being abufed, which arc thereby rendered unlaw- 
ful, and which were therefore lawful before its 
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pafling. A Britifli fubjeft to whom they are ftill 
lawful may be allowed to thrpw out fome few- 
remarks upon the nature of that liberty which' 
Engliftimen enjoy of petitioning againft griev-^ 
ances, and the rights which that liberty neceffarily 
bcftows. The example of a lifter kingdom may' 
poHibly render fome preventative rcfleftions up- 
on.the fubjeft not wholly nugatory. 

It always was the undoubted right of Englilh-. 
men to petition the King or both or either of the 
Houfcs of Parliament againft any public or pri- 
vate grievance : this right is founded in the very 
cflence of the Conftitution : it cannot therefore be 
cxtingmftied without a grievous violation of the 
Conftitution. If on any occaiion it has been found 
neceflary by the legiflature to impofe certain con* 
ditions upon the exercife of it, they were only 
Calculated to preferve the right itfelf in greater 
fecurity. Thus we fee after the reftoration of 
Charles IL that the Parliament were of opinion 
that tumultuous and other diforderfy foliciting and 
procuring hands by private perfons to fuch peti- 
lions had been made ufe of to ferve the ends of 
faftious perfons, and had been a great means of 
the late unhappy wars, confufion and calamities 
in the Nation. It therefore provided that ho per- 
fon (hould procure above twenty names to any 
one petition without the confent of three juftices 
or of the major part of the Grand Jury ; and 

Xg ta 



( 3IO ) 
that no petition (hould be aduaHy prefenied hf 
a larger number than ten vuider the penalty of 
one hundred pound$ and nine months imprifon- 
ment, Even chefe checks upon the cxercife of 
this right were fo jealoufly viewed by the na» 
tion, that it was declared by the Bill of Rights a( 
the Revolution, ibai is is ihe rigkt of the fubjcSi 
to petition the King^ and all commitments an4 froji- 
nations far/ucb petitioning are Ulegal. 

Where the end is lawful, all neceflary meaos 
of attaining it are alfo lawfuk The fwbje&sof 
England who by this a(^ of, i William and Maiy 
have a general unqualified right to petition the 
Crown, cannot know the nalurc of s^ public griev- 
ance but by corximuaicaiion with each other i:y)oa 
the fubjeA : nor can this be had without afieon 
bling or meeting ; S therefore the meeting of any 
pumber of fubjeds for thi^ purpofe were to be 
declared an unlawful meetingy and the pcrfons fo 
meeting or promoting fuch meeting wepe to be ar- 
reted and become guiUy of a high mifd^m^a^ori 
Engliftimen would be then liable to-commitp 
ments ^nd profccutions for petitioning the King, 
>gainft the expr^fs provifion of the Bill oi Rights, 
The drawing tip and Signing of the. petition is 
evidently included in the right of petitioning. To 
render the inchoate ad unlawful, is to make the 
fompletion of it criminal. 

|f the moft faped rights qf ^n^lilhmen, that 
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can only be exercifed by the alTcmblagc of feveral 
pcrfons, can be wrefted from them upon the bare 
pqffibility diiovcit, mifchief happening from any num- 
ber of perfons meeting together, there will be an 
end of their Confticuiion, and they may bid an 
cverlafting farewell to all the rights and liberties 
they now enjoy. However it may be thought 
by fome, that in Ireland licentioufnefs is of nearer 
kin to liberty than in England, we Engli(h- 
men have full confidence in our Legiflature, that 
the peaceful and temperate manner in which we 
have for this laft century exercifed that right (hall 
not ground a pretext for depriving us of it mere* 
ly becaufe there is a'poffibility of our abufing it 
hereafter. As well might we be deprived of the 
right of choofing our reprefcntatives in Parliament 
becaufe popular eleftions may he made ufe of tojerve 
the ends of factious and f editions prfons, to the vio- 
lation of the public- peace and the great and mantfejl 
incouragement of riot^ tumult and diforder. By that 
very fpirit in which our anceftors thought for a \ 

* time that the exercife of the right (hould be fome- 
what reftrained and regulated becaufe it had been ^ 

ufed in a tumultuous and diforderly manner/ do we 
confide that it would be enlarged and confirmed 
(were it defirable) to us for the regularity and 
order with which we have uniformly exercifed 

When we refleft, that the patrons of more than 
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two thoufand affociations have under the coun te- 
nance and rewards of the Bi itifh Miniftry, broach- 
ed dodrines fo emphatically confonant with the 
fpirit and words of the Irifli Convention A6t, the 
apprehendon of a like experiment in this country 
cannot be groundlefs. It is notorious that feveral 
meetings of the focieties called the Friends of the 
People and Friends of the liberty of the Prefs were 
had^ at which refolutions and declarations were 
publiftied as the afts of thefe focieties. Thofe 
who admitted of their reafons, of courfe found 
them conftitutional ; thofe who thought them 
feditious or treafonable, condemned the Go- 
vernment of the mod criminal timidity or 
negled for not executing the rigour of the laws 
againft the delinquents, who were all known 
and open to the juftice of their offended country. 
This fuperintending ajafociation of Mr. Reeves 
has made the aVowal of having formed itfelf /^r 
the prefer vation of the public fecurity^ and of the Ccn- 
fiitution itfelf; for uniting and engaging to lend afjijl^ 
ance to the civil Magijirate in difcovering and bring- 
ing to juftice offenders of the mofi dangerous defcrip- 
tion^ thofe who endeavour to fubvert the very bafts 
of our civil rights and ofourfocial happinejs. Affo- 
ciation Papers, No. IV. Bowles's Anfwer to the 
Declaration of the Friends to the Liberty of the Prefs: 
And inftead of forwarding or procuring the pro- 
fecution of any of thofe who were ready to avov 

the 



the publication and ft?ind the trial of its loyalty by 
their peers j it affumes a power of general accitfa-* 
tion and general condemnation of their country- 
men, without the form or pretence even of a pub- 
lic trial. " Wicked men," fay they, *' by the 
** means of clubs and aflbciations, have been 
*^ fpreading among the fimple and ignorant fcdi- 
** tious opinions deftrudive of good government 
*' and the happinefs of us all. Good men aflb- 
*^ ciate to counteraft thefe evil defigns, to fupport 
** good Government and to continue to us our 
*' prefent happinefs. To affociate in the forms 
^* in which they do (as appears by the printed 
*^ papers exhibited to this fociety) is always fedi- 
** tious and very often treafonable; thty all appear 
^^ to be offenders againft the law. To meet as is 
''now propofed, for fuppreffing fedition, for pro- 
*' pagating peaceable opinions, and for aiding the 
'* magiftracy in fubordination to the direction of 
'* the Magiftrates, the law allows it and the time 
** requires it." Then, as if a public grievance 
could by poffibility exift but in the efFedt of fome 
a<Sl of the Legiflature or of Government, againft 
which they have a right to petition and confe- 
quently to confult about, they very diftatorioufly 
affume to pronounce, that " the Society^ after fuU 
*^ confideration of the nature of private meetings i 
^^ formed with a defign to take cognizance of what is 
<* tranfaHed by the Ei^ecutive or Legiflative Powers 
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^* of tie country y are of opinion ^ that aJlfucb meetings 
•* are irregular. ^^ 

Notwithftanding leave had been given by the 
Houfe of Commons in Ireland upwards of two 
months to bring in a Bill to improve the repre- 
fentation of the people in Parliament, ftill no 
farther progrefs had been attempted to be made 
till within very few days of the clofe of Parlia- 
ment; when Sir Hercules Langriflie obferved, 
*♦ it was fubmitted to the difcuffion of Parliament 
^* at a period of the feffion fo far advanced, that 
*^ muft preclude all pofEbility of its prefent fuc- 
** cefs." He complained that it had too long 
kept up the agitation of the people, and he was un- 
willing *^ it fliould be laid by, as it were to ripen 
*^ by fermentation. He could not prevail on him- 
*^ fclf to let it go in reference to the people with the 
** authority of fuch refpeftacle Members as thofc 
♦^ who patroni^f d it, altogether unqueftioned and 
<^ uiicontroverted ; at leaft without dating fomc 
*^ of tbofe arguments which had imprefled upon 
** his mind a conviftion of the ine3fpedience and 
^ 4anger of the mcafure." When we refleA upon 
the confident affurance with which the people of 
Ireland looked up to Parliament ^ the commence- 
ment of the feffion for a reform in their reprefcn- 
tation, we cannot bgt fliudder at die poffible con^ 
fequences of an animated .people being fo feverely 
difappointed in their fondeft hopes and proudcft 

expeftations, 
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C3q)ed:ations. If ever th^ ^in meet in any mi!n«> 
bcr to devifc or concert meafures for conveying 
the fenfe cither of that difappointment or of their 
original grievances to the Throne or Parliameut, 
it ,muft be in contempt and violation of the Con- 
vention Aft : an awful akf^native, which niuft 
quickly decide the policy of this new and ftrong 
meafiire. 

In order however to meet the \vifl)cs of the 
people to a oerta^in ejftent, the Parliament palled 
a Libel Bill fimilar to that pafled in England ; 
they alfo granted to his Majefty a civil lift efta- 
bHflimcnf of ^25,000!. per annum, by which they 
limited the power of the Crown to grant pcnfions 
ift (he whole amount to So^oool. per annum, and 
THM to exceed in any one grant i,2ool. unlcfs to 
liie royal family or on an addrefs : by this aA alfo 
the allowance for fecret fervices was ftinted to 
|,oool. per annum. They hkewifc pafled a very 
popular aft for excluding from^ the Houfe of 
Cpmtnon-s certain officei-s and penfioncrs undcsr 
fhf Crown, 
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Dom^ic iffe^s of the war in Fr/mce^-^Tbe French 
rife in arms — Their forces amount to 1,022,902 
men — Lord Howe^s, and the French Fleet at fea-^ 
Our trade mproteffed at Sea-^^Plan of the Britifo 
Cabinet for attacking Weft Flanders — Order for 
artillery y ammunition * and ft ores by the Duke of 
Tork — Demurred to by the Duke of Richmond 
•-^Three weeks interruption to the flan — The 
camp of Cafar taken--^The redoubf of Lincelles 
flormed by the Gttards — The Duke of Tork arrives 
before Dunkirk — Summons it — General Omeard; 
mfwer — Operations before the Siege. 

JL OWERFUL and unprecedented as was the pre- 
fent combination of armed forces againft France, 
which at this time amounted to more than four hun- 
dred and ten thoufand men, befides the navies of 
England, Spain and Holland, it appears incredible 

and 
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and unaccountable, that the French Republigins 

fliould have refitted even to this hour. But the me- 

f lancholy truth is, that the combination of their 

I enemies is the very circumftance that gives them 

I ftrength, and our profecution of the war defeats 

f its own ends, if thofe ends really be as they are 

« avowed, for crufliing the power of the French 

• Republic. Strong, violen'l and fanguinary mea- 
, fures are the only means by which they can for- 
, ward and ftrengthen their prefent revolutionary 
f Government ; and the war alone can fupply them 

• with plaufible pretexts and ready opportunities 
f for carrying them into execution. Whatever 

may be the ultimate views, or in whatever point 
of novelty they may wi(h to reft their future Go- 
vernment, the previous neceflary ftep is a total »i 
and radical change in the principles and habits of •/ 
the Nation. The war enabled them to confifcate « 
the property of every man they chofe to fufpcft : \ 
it fupplied the treafury with all the /pecie that was ' 
above ground in the kingdom ; the war drew off • 
from fober induftry the adive citizens; it infpired ' 
them with a fpirit of barbarifm and ferocioufnefs ; » 
the war united all jarring interefts at home ; it in- • 
fufed into men a pride in becoming unlike their ene- , 
mies ; it prompted them to renounce and revile ' 
every idea of religious worfhip, and (hake off the ' 
laft link of the chain that had hitherto connected ' 
moral virtue with their focial engagements : the war 

had 
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9 tiad cheapened the value of their lives, ind worked 
/ them up into a delight in bloodlhed ; the war 
/ had converted the moft tyrannous ads of cruelty 
and injuftice into the ncceflary exertions of re- ' 
publican virtue and energy. Barrere in the Con* 
vention reported IVom the committee of public wel- 
fare^ that they would on the next day prefent to 
them a new and efficient plan of military mea- 
fttres. ** Taftical wars, " faid he, " dd not fuit a 
*' free Nation. The wars of Kings refemble tour- 
•• namcnts, which laft as long as the patience of 
•' the people can fupport them. The war of 
•* the people ought to be a torrent, a flood of 
" libcny.*' On that day therefore (Aug. i6) 
the people of France declared by the mouth 
of their reprefencatives, *^ that they would rife in 
•* one hdy^ in defence of their liberty^ of equality and 
" of the ii dependence of their territories and their 
*^ Ccn/IiUition.^* Their new and laft Conftitution 
they had accejMed indivifibly on the loth of the 
month. Their forces, which were at this timei 
cither embodied or ordered to be immediately em- 
bodied, amounted to the incredible number of 
1,022,902 men. 

Under all ihefe difficulties from iheir external 
enemies, the French Republicans were at the 
fame time prcffed with the moil alarming infur- 
rections from the Royalifts in the Vendee, and the 
defeAion of the city of Lyons, which had declared 
c itfelf 
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itfelf openly againft the Convention. Marlcillci 

had followed the example of Lyons ; and Bour- 

deaux was generally fufpefted of the fame difaf- 

fcdlion towards the reigning powers in France. 

'^^ Jn the acceffion of every enemy, foreign or do- 

\ meftic, a new pretext and opportunity arofe for pil- 

V lage and flaughter. 

The expcftations of this Nation were greatly 
raifed up^n the knowledge of Lord Howe's being 
at fea when a French fquadron was certainly out 
of Breft. .There is an innate confidence offuc- 
cefs in EngliQimen, whenever their fleets have an 
opportunity of engaging the enemy. This affur- 
ance is often puflied. beyond reafonand prudence, 
but it is always grounded on the fair prefumption 
of the fuperior condudl and difcipline of Britifli 
feamen. It was reprefented in the French Con- 
vention, that the BritiQi Admiral had declined 
meeting a republican fleet, and had bafely return- 
ed into port. It is generally fuppofed that this 
French fleet was fuperior in number to the Britifli, 
but it is certain, that our prudent Admiral did 
not expofe his fleet even to the chance of fuffer- 
ing from the fuperiority of the enemy. Though 
the Nation had been opw upwards of fix months 
at war, as little attention appeared to be given 
tither to the protedion of oiir own trade or to the 
annoyance of that of the enemy, as if we were ia 
the fecurity of a profound peace. Whatever dif- 
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fercnce of opinion there might have cxifted upon 
the propriety or the neceflity of beginning the 
war, there was but one fentiment on the queftion 
of carrying it on with vigour in every department 
when it was once begun. At one and the fame 
time Julien de Thouloufe announced to the Na- 
tional Convention, that one hundred and forty- 
three merchantmen had arrived fafefrom the colo- 
nics in the different ports of the republic, and that 
they had brought home fix thoufand foldiers; and 
a deputation from our Jamaica merchants waited 
upon thie Lords of the Admiralty to reprefentto 
them the defencelefs ftaie of that ifland, and to 
learn, if poffible, what force had been fent by 
Admiral Gardner to convoy the homeward bound 
trade, then on their paflage, worth more than four 
millions ; they had the piteous confoUtion of learn- 
ing that the fafety of this valuable fleet had been 
confided to the protection of a fingle fifty gun 
^ fliip. But credit feemed to be given to the affer- 
•• tion of many divines,, that Providence had acceded 
-•to the combination againft France; eighty-nine 
veflTels from Lifbon and Oporto had been waiting 
for convoy fince the beginning of May, and tbey 
were entrufted.at laft to the proteftion of the Flora 
frigate ; both fleets however arrived fafe. 

In confidering the progrefs of our arms on the 
continent, lefs attention will be paid to the mo- 
tions of the armies, than to the general views and 
8 plans 
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plkni of the campaign^ which can be traced* Up td 
our Cabinet at home. Both our officers and men 
have invariably behaved upon all occaiions with 
the re&lution and bravery which have ever diftin-^ 
j^uiflied the Britilh troops* There can be no 
other anxiety for them, than left their valour fhould 
be wantonly facrificed to the unavailing projedsi 
iU«judged plans, or the rafh^enterprifes of the 
prime rulers of the war. No fooner had.VaIen« 
ciennes capitulated^ than the Britifii Miniftry 
communicated to the heads of the armies theii^ 
peremptory orders for that part of the combined 
forces, which were in the pay of Great Britain^ 
to attack the weft ^de of French Flanders^ in 
order to become mafters of the towns of Dunkirk^ 
Betgues, Graveline, and Calais. This command 
of ihe coaft would keep open all fupplies^ and e& 
jfe6tuaily prevent the poffibility of being either 
furp#ifed or Surrounded* Whereas at prefent the 
line of communication which the enemy com* 
fitianded from Lille to the fea afforded them 
every opportunity of harafling the Auftriaa 
NeiherlandSjL and obliged the allies to keep up a 
very confiderablc force in thofe parts to prevent 
a furprifck 'fbe fole objedtion tothe entcrpiift 
wi» the* latentfs of undertaking it. Had thf 
canvpaign opened wiih this plan, the ttUied armves 
might then have proceeded fafeiy and regularly" 
fkxn the fea-coaft in their piogrefsjnto the ene« 
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toy's country,' and have avoided the fatial loflb 
and difgraccs which they afterwards {bffercd. It 
is ufclefs to notice the difference* of oprnion 
upon the propriety of this plan, fince ihe-wi(hcs 
of the BritiQi Cabinet were in fa<5l fubmitted to, 
though decidedly it is faid againft the opinions of 
every General to whom the project was commu- 
nicated : it will be fruitlefs to fpeculate upon the 
probable rcfult of better plans that never were 
adopted. 

• The welfare of the public fs too deeply en- 
gaged in the fate of the prcfeat war, not to feel 
feverely, not to relkd: deeply, ^ot to fpedc freely 
vpon its effects .and confequcnces. 1&^ cn^a 
privilege of/om^whai more dignity, iand ^eSl, iban. 
thai of idle lamentation over ■ the^ calajhities of th^ 
cmtntry. ^ The Englifli Nation has an innate predii 
Ipdiop for their. Royal FamUy ; it- is their boaft 
ti) be led on to vidory by the .galjant* iffue oi their 
beloved Sovereign. They knpw no referve fo their 
Qonfiflence, no bQundaries to th^eir credjt for bii 
intrepidity, . yefolution . and; br^vejy. But tbejr 
Ijpok to the combination- of copndls, as well. as 
of forces, /or aTupply of tliat.expgrjence, ^pvhicb 
ijie bleffings of 4 te^ yeaifs peace have deprived 
the warlike y^th of an opportunity of ^cquiriag*^ 
The candpur ?uld fympatby of the Englifli Na* 
uon will no^ perp^U his early laurels to be blight- 

c4 
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ed bjr the. ftorm which others raifed, and whicU 
he could not avoid. ' 

. The war oA the continent from this time af.. 
fumes a new and unpre<Jedented form : the plans of 
operations were didtated to the commanders of thd 
armies by a diftant cabinet^ neither dn thefpot to ' 
feize the advantages of the ever fllifting turns of 
fonune, nor compofed of men of any military 
knowledge or expetJience* Too great however 
were the depfendeftcies of the dllies upon the ' ' 
Britifli Government for fubfidies, for fupplies 
and for fliipping, not to receivcf, though with 
reluftance, the planfe impofed lipdn them by ih6 
Britifh Cabinet. In ail humaf) events and circum* 
(lances, one principle of adion is invariably and 
unexceptionably to be followed. ^Though th/ 
adoption of a plan be flow or doubtful, its eicecu- 
lion muft be ever prompt and vigorous. No 
fooner had it been determined in council th^t 
the armies were: to be feparated, ind that the Dukd 
of York was to undertake the attack df W«ft 
Flanders, with the Briti(h, Hanoverian, Heffian^ 
Putch, and fome Auftfian troops, than he in- 
fbintly fent over to the Mafter of the Ordnance an 
exaft lift of the .ordnance, ammunition and ftores 
Which were rciquifite for the iiege of Dunkirk, and 
Which be particularly difefted to be ready for the 
time at which :his Royal Highnefs intended to be 
with his army before that town ; and without which 

Ya it 
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It was impoflible for him to attempt the fiegc wit6 
any profpeftoffuccefs. 

The noble Duke at the head of the ordnance, 
though no man's ideas had been To extended as 
his own in the plans of home fortifications and 
felf-defencei it is faid, was (lartled at the magni- 
tude of the order t he inftantly fcnt for the principal 
{lore keeper and other officers , of the Warren, to 
kiiow if rhey had the quantity required, and could 
embark it within the time mentioned. They un- 
dertook the order, and adually on the next day, 
by uncommon exertions, the whole demand of 
ordnance, ammunition and (tores was oh the 
water edge ready for embarkation^ But lus 
Grace, ftill doubting of thefafetyofthus difarming 
t%e country, which he either faw in real, or would 
reprefent in imaginary danger, remonftrated to his 
Royal Highncfs upoa the inex|>ediency of fup- * 
plying his demand at that time. Three weeks 
were confumcd in the correfpondence betv/een the 
Commanded inChief of the Britifli Forces, who had 
ordered what ordnance and amnuioicion he fouad 
rcquifice for the mod urgent fer vice of the country, 
and the Mafler Geaeral gf the Ordnatnce, who chofc . 
to demur to the commands In the- mean time 
the ammunition .atid^ftores were again dcpofiied 
in the ftore-houfes, left ,tlicy ibould be damaged 
by. lying thus cxpofed. on' the open ifaore. His 
R^y^I Highnefs, to avoid warning the enemy 

of 
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bf his intentions, filled up the time of this extraor- 
dinary negociation with the army of the Prince ot 
Saxe Cobou^g, But in vain; for the enemy durine; 
this very period, either knowing or fufpefting 
the views of the Britifli Cabinet, increafed th^ 
garrifon of Dunkirk by an augmentation of twelve 
thoufand troops. 

In this interval the combined armies drove 

the French from the fanripus ftrong camp of Csefar ^ 

At Bourlon behind Cambray, which they took pof- 

feffion of and immediately abandoned. The 

Auftrian General. fummoned the republican Go^ 

vcrnor of Cambray to furrender, which he refufed. 

The combined armies then marched towards Me- 

nin, where the Britifh troops gave a fignal proof of 

their cool bravery and refoKition. Three battalions 

of the guards, confifting of one thoufand one 

hundred and twenty-two men, were ordered under 

General Lake to march to the fuccour of fomc 

Dutch rroops. at Lincelles. Upon their arrival. 

they found a redoubt of uncommon (ize and 

(Irengthy occupjed by five thoufand French, who 

had diflodged and jauted the .Dutch from that ppft. 

General Lake, fays the Gazette, " embraced a re^ 

** folutign worthy of the troops he Commanded. 

** He advanced under a heavy fire, with an ordcf 

^* and intrepidity for wbich.no praife can be tq9 

V high.' After firing three or four rounds, they 

♦* rufl>ed on with their bayonets, flormcd the rc- 

^ ^ y 3 ** doubts 
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♦* doubts, and drove the^ wcay through the vil? 

f lage, who Ipft eleven pieces of cannon^ two of 

^* Which had been taken from. the. Dutch^^ aijd 

f * have not fince f^ppeared m that quaner/* I;i this 

action Colopel PofvUle w^s killed, and fomq 

hundreds of . our braye troops killed and wpundcd^ 

The fame Gazette informs us of the ioiportancq 

' pf this viapry, fqr which fp much gallant; blood 

-y was fpilt : ^^ The works of Lincelles haycbecu 

^ ^* deftroyed, ai^d the poft leftunoccuppipd/* 

Three weeks bad now. ejapfcd fince the capitu- 
lation of Valcncienfies, when the Puke pf York 
having at laft received intelligence, that the am- 
munition and ordnance that be h^ demanded were 
• at length permitted to be (hipped, began his 
inarch towards Weft Flandprs on the 20th , of th^ 
month. On th? 234 he fummoqed the repqblicai^ 
.general O'Meara to furrendpr the town of Dunkirk 
to his Britannic Majefty ; to which fummonj oiv 
the next day the republican general fent the foh 
IQwing anfwer : 

^^ Genera!,' ' ' • '^' . 

, ' • - ^ '^ 

*' Invefted with the confidence of the French 
^^ Republic, I , have received your fummdhs to 
*^ furrender an important' cityl I anfwer by aflur* 
f ' in^ you, that 1 fhall defend it with the brave 
?* republicans i have the honour to command. 
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. rB^fides die heavy artUkry for ijbeikg^ ^^bicfaj^ 
iipi::as yef arriv^, a grand flotilla of gaA-l?oftt» Mi^* 
pramifed by our Cabinet to^co-operaee in ^q&^i 
the inpd folemn ^flurancestwefegiven ta hU RAy^ 
Higha^fs, that, unlefs delayed by contrary win^s^ 
this flotilla flio^ld certaiplybe |i\ tM b*y of Dua^^ 
kirk on ^Saturday |:h^ Xfth ipilaQCV a TjiQ windiia^l 
been favourable for fome time, yet the reinfi:»xc* 
ment did not fail from Woolwich till Monday the 
z6th, on which day Admiral Macbride, who was 
then in London, and who was to command that 
expedition, received his final orders. The public 
was in the mean time amufed with the details of 
the bravery and intrepidity of our troops in ikir* 
mifhing and in repelling the forties oftheenen(iy ; 
who, it was now found, were fixtecn thoufand . 

ftrong. In one ofthefe attacks the Gazetteof the 26th 
fays, ** The ardour of the troops carried thpm 
** further in the purfuit than was intended, fo that 
*^ they came under the cannon of the place, by 
** which means a confiderable lofs has been fuf- 
«' tained/* On this unfortunate occafion, the 
Auftrian General Dalton, and Colonel Eld of the 
Coldftream regiment of guards were killed. On 
the 27th fome heavy ftores and artillery were landed 
off Nieuporti and three days after Major Hud- 
dlefton arrived at Oftend, with a further fupply of 
artillery, ammunition and ftores for the redudion 
of Dunkirk. The French gun-boars greatiy^an- 
^M:ry T4 noyed 
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iioya! etir troops during the whole of the time 
that our fohres were within their reach. Adnmal 
liacbride wa« cbercfore difpatched to London,, 
ere he arrived on ihe 31ft, to enforce the nectf- 
i •/ of fending iminediately a naval force of gun* 
icsi bomtwelTeli and other light craft, as well as 
re forces to CQ-Qpera(e with the bcfieging 
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fielJuh of r-rkhd treated feiretly with rbe Go- 
vernor of Dunkirk for its Deliverj-^The plot de^ 

' lte£l^d^— Naval fupport promfed — Surprife ' and 
defeat of General Preytd^^ wbOy with Prince 

'■M^lpbusi %M5 'taken priJofter^EfeSfs of tii} 
general Deftat-^^^he jlrtny ' rallies ^ upon learning 
the fuccefs of General Beatilieu ytear 2pres-^Tbe 

' Unichfy from Memn — l^he PrencbfaU upon Ghent 
0nd Bft^es - Le ^uefnoy Ji&renders at Hifiretioh 

' -^^oukn gap'id'^er iy Lord Hood^He enters 

' .and takes ptffuffim of tbs tMf% Harbour^ jOd 
Fleety^intbonamo of Loms Wll. — His Hroetama* 
tions-^Lard Hef^tjfones Ttiftawf out ofitsNm^ 
ir(dity---Sir Gi&m EJliot^ Cmttuffioner at Toulon. 
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ESIDES the general rdiahce which the Duke 
ctf York had in the intrepidity of his troops, and 
the- tuW perfuaiioa that upon his arrival he (honld 
' • ' find^ 
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find the necefTary artillery in cafe he (hould be uo<» 
der the neceflity of undertaking the fiege ; he had 
alfo an efpoSbiition of being;adn|itted into ]t^e town 
by a golden key. He had kept up a fecret corre- 
fpondcncc with . the former governor. General 
Omoran, nor did he ttll' his arrival know, that the 
plar^ had been difcovered, and that General Omo- 
ran was remo v e d fr e m btspoft {-he- has been fioce 
executed for the treachery). Although General 
0*Meara, )vho had at firft fuccjeed?d his country- 
man Omoran'in'the cohamaad of the garrifon, an- 
fw«red.the fummons of the Diikc :qf -York, yet t^ 
b^fi^ged had at.that t^wne aftually recDQved Q'Mqara 
from the <;hier.co{urojLnd,. not choofing to repofe 
Jfo important a truft in . a fore^er> , antj a coud- 
{ryman of the _pgf fo.n )yh9 had .fa, recently en- 
giged to betray ^tpa, ^ , ,. _ „ , , ^ . 
• P-fl «hc 3d. <?^tlvft;jmowl\.i\i?g^oyil H'Slbnefsie. 
ceiyed,an CTcpref?, fjjom pnglajc^yij^cbai fwo, ^ftjgun 
ftip%. fomf /rig.ftjef^j^a<i Jt>«>mfe fcptch^w^ye ua^er 
failing prdef^ f§t QuJlkirk ^iWidfebebegih flow. to 
|na)c9^fi»fcif)*, g^^«cps j^^ o^^f ;pf ceflir^y pr^a- 
ratiQiv^ for t^e fifege, • 6iiic^'thr*fiege of .Dunkirk 
was* th^Jaypuritti ^jc^furp ,©^ii>f^'Briti(h Cabift^t, 
apd had been refoiv^d up^a j:)y«j^an inL the*.nu>flth 
of July, it is a matter of more than furprife to tJiC 
public^ that no nav^ fofoe wa^-or^ered, (iqr- aifil* 
jery provided fon the j5ege till thCjO^qnth ofSepi|bn|') 
Yti* r|Such Sr.9i?4?lay jVp4,nfglfifti.caApftt..hayfl 
t , . cxift^cl 
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exifted without the motl crimioal rcfpon£i.b^.)t]r i|} 

fome departments. , .,.,- ., 

■ *• - » » ...... 

The nation is equally aftonilhed that there (houkl 

have been fuch a total and uxuccQuncable want <^ 

intelligence throughout the army,..that thf^ mov<^ 

ments of General Houchard, with thirtjrchp^ 

^ou(and men, to raifo the fiege of Pqnkirk, ^hi^ 

was formi^ily announced in the Convention. on. jth« 

^5th of tbe^laft month, (hould have been uqk90^A 

or not provided againft. ^Xhe covering^rmy^ of 

General Freytag was furpufed ^nd^totaUy rovjiy^, 

before the Dukeof Yojkwias cveaac^uaiiJif d wjtjj 

the approach of the enemy.,. |Thf.(ii;ftipt;elji^«i^5 

he received of it was by ^ no(c wptt^en with a penciL 

At the fame moment a fortio.from the garrifoa 

was annoutiqeid, and a mcrfl. precipitate, *rct feat wat 

the confequence. • The lofs of Bj;itilh troops \x\ ' 

the confuiipn of fuch a furpriCe was foirtiuj^tcly; 

jiot very great -, though his Royal Highpcl|s,yery 

parrowly ffcaped being furrounded and.fn^de. 4 

prifoner. All the^mmunitiQi) and. (lores wei;e ^thejc 

left to the enemy or ".thro w/i into the c^ujial : the 

fine train of artillery .wliichhadmoyed fo teli^iftoni^ 

ly from VVoolwiqh .W^rrpq \Y^.oply landed ;to lj)e» 

cofne the prey of the enemy, Of to be loft t^uSf^Siix* 

ty-four of tl>e ^ie^vy canpxjns were throjVA i«B^ the 

canal; fevea were buried in the tearth, antjjforty* 

three left on the fields In the, retreat of tbc-^Ha* 

fioyeriairiif, ^is Royal Jiighnefs Prince. A^iph^a 

\ » 4 * and 
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and General Frey tag were bothiyounded and takcii 
prifoners. Nothing can more' ftrongly befpcak 
the extreme c6nfufion of the Hanoverian army, 
than the circumftante of their General and our 
Printjc faHinginfto the hands of the enemy. Our 
Gazette fa^s, that a patrole of cavalry ** which 
** ought td havd been in fhe front, having taken 
^* ant>cher 'road, they Went into the village of 
** 'S.e.^poedt, through x^rhich one of the columns 
** was ta pafs, but which was th6n occupied bj 
** the! ienemy/" What a rtielancholy fitiiation for 
i commander in chief, upon whofe orders an army 
of eighteen thoufantl men were to retreat, rally or 
fight ! hitnfelf difobeyed or abandoned By his pa- 
trofe ! ignofant 6f the fituation either of his own or 
the enemy's forces ' a whole column of his army 
ttn^illing or unable to obey his orders V The 
Gazette- (if the meaning of its writer can by any 
labbufed conftruftion be extrafted from his words) 
feems to admit this extremity of panic, diforder 
and confufion, by attributihgsthe recapture of his 
Royal Highnefs and the Field Marfhal *^ to the 
^^inirtpidity and frefma of mind of General Wal- 
♦*^moden, wht>, upon difcovcring that the enemy 
•« Were in poflTcffionof Rexpoede, had immediately 
«* coHefted a body of troops, attacked it without 
** hefitation, s^nd defeated them with great flaugh'' 
♦^ tcr*'*- ' The intelligent compiler of the Gazette in* 
forms ttr aMi>, **^ that, in theft repeated engage* 



( S33 ) 
*' mehts> nothing cou}d exceed the fteadkiefs ^- 
*^ good, behaviour.of the troo^$." If the Slaughter 
made amongft them be the criterion of this ftea^. 
dinefs, it is a fir ong. but a too melancholy pQ>of of, 
the fa<9:. Above 3,500 Hanoveria^ns were kiUtd,: 
befides very fcvere lofies in every other corps) 

# 

that compofed this covering army. V > 

Nothing could equal the general panic and ton* ; 
fteroation caufed by this unfortunate and dictate- * 
fol retreat at Oftend. General Ainflie the com* 
mandant ordered an iipmediate' embargo on ail 
yeflels, from the tranfports in the harbour down to 
the fmalleft fillxing»boats« The military chcd was 
actually put on board, and it was a general ex* - 
pedbation, and perhaps as general a wifli, digt the [ 
Briiifh trpops (hould have returned to their native 
country. In great national misfortunes like 
thefe, ic is impofTible to reprefs the fenriments of 
ihe public upon them. The difgrace and lofs 
which this nation fufTered from this fatal attempt 
upon Dunkirk, brought into ^he minds of every 
one, that tlie enterprife had been impofed by the 
Britilh Cabinet upon the generals of the combined • 
armies, who had decidedly and unanimoiifly 
reprobated the plan; and that the difpatcb, • vi* .' 
gour and refolution in the execution, had been 
coiinterafted and defeated by the very perfons who 
had concerted and infilled upon the attempt** 
Not only humanity (hudders ac the lofs of fo . 

many 
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liiatty" t^ave me*l ^lio fell on this inglorious (»* 
<S&€^ -buT Great Britain feels al(b a heavy lofs id 
thfe friMtlefs wafte of its trefefures. Itnmenfc is the 
coft of fc miich ammunition, ftore^ and ord- 
Donce^ tranfport^d at fuch a heavy expencc. By 
oiur fubfidiary treaties with Hariovei and Heffe 
Caflely the fum of thirty pounds is paid by the 
people' 9f Great Britain for every fubfidized foldier 
that fails in the war * : thus by the fall of 3,500 
Hanoverians on the 8th of . this month, Great 
Ritain became indebted to the Eleftor of Hanover, 
Oft one day, in the enormous fum of one hundred 
thoafand guineas. A Landgrave of Hefle Caffel 
might, not on fuch an accumulation of wealth to 
his trittfury, feel that poignancy of grief that rends 
the heart of our humane fovereign upon the lofs 
of fo many of his beloved fubjefts. The flying 
acmy of the Duke of York, which had not beea 
lUQkd^r cover for five nights, was at length rallied by 
tfee feafonable affurance, that the Auftrian General 
BeauHeu had relieved Ypres and totally defeated 
the French army in that quarter, whith had in 
confequencefallen back to BailleuiL Several days 
afittir this (bameful defeat Admiral Macbride ar- 
rived with his fquadron off N ieuport. His Royal 

♦ It 18 a wdl koQwi) qircumftance that the fubfidy dealers of 
Germany can procure a recruit for one ducat, when twenty 
guineas canqor purchafc the fervice of ofie able bodied d»^ 

iir- England; •"• "• «-■ ^ . '■ 

V ' : ,^ Highnefs 
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Righnefs then took up his head quarters at Dii- 
riiudc, from whence Sir James Murray the Adju- 
tant General wrote to Mr. Dtmdas on thei4thy 
*' that he took the bpportunity of Captain Ro- 
** binfon of the Brillrant frigate failing to Eng- 
.« land, to inform him, ^hat the Dutch pofts-oni 
** the Lys were forced by the enemy on the 1 2th. 
*^ In confequence of this the troops of the Republic 
" have abandoned Menin^ and have fellen upon 
** Bruges and Ghent. Hi? Royal Highnefs meant 
** on that day to- march to ThourOute." ' ■ 

Thfe effecfts' of this flight of the Dutch troops 
imnjcdiately after the general retreat igf the Britifti- 
army, added more vigour and energy to the- 
enemy, thandifmay oc defpairto the confederates. 
The fucceffes of Bcaulieu reanimated them in 
fome- degree ; and thefurrender of Le Quefnoy Ac 
difcretion happened about the fame time. Although 
our armies could not acquire the intelligence nil 
the Adjutant General wrote his famous Gazette 
Extraordinary of Sept. it, that the enemy had 
under General Houchard colUEied *^ force for the 
*f relief of Dunkirk from every quarter of the 
*« country, from the armies of the Rhine and 
*l Mozelle» and particularly that which had oc- 
*< cupicd the Camp de Csefar j'* yet they were not 
long ignorant of the admifliori of Lord Hood into 
Toulon, which was a cireumftance, that did notfd 
nearly in tereft them, as the colledionand advance- 

of 
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«f HoucfaardV forces. This htdi furprife is the 
more unaccountable^ when we refleft that the 
general reaUezvoii$ of the fincmy was on Mount 
Cafiel. within view of and not i c miles diilant 
fforn^ l^reytag's army. The French entered Furncsi- 
£^ in two days, with the help pf the inhabitaotSy 
renu>vcd from tie town all the itor^s which bad- 
been left there by the BritJIh army- 
Lord Hpod, who commanded the'£ng1i(hfqua^ 
dron in « the Medj^erraQean, Icems to have been 
fent out upon an uncertain^ if not. a forlorn hope 
of making £ood any. landing pn the coaft of 
l^nioce ; for he had nof in hi§ whole dcet a land 
o&ixf to take the command even of a fojrtr^fi 
^i^n he entered Toulon, itsappcuTs by theap- 
pdntf^ent of Captain Elphinftone to fuch a com- 

' m^nd. He had been cruizing for fpme time off 
tba( portf and had difpatched a frigate with a flag 
of truce to Murfeillcs, which did .not come witbio 
gun- (hot of the town, buf delivered a proclamation 
from Lord Hood,:.contair>ing ptupofals for reftor-. 
ing McMiarchy. and wijth it pcace^ito France. U' 
had not the defircd eSeck upon the Marfeillois y 
nothing.tlierefore wa^ further tttttnpted upbn that 
ciry> : Hi$ Lordlhipr ^^t a fimilar proclanoaiioa' 
to ..Tou\oo, and the frigate jwas favourably re-' 
ceivcd in ;ther hap^pour- The proclamation was 

^pf Reeded by a preliininary ;dcclarluioa, wbidi 
iiatt;d, ihac^^if a candid and (explicit iledaninoa 
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** in favour of Monarchy (hould be made at 
*' Toulon and Marfeilles, and the Standard 
** of Royalty hpifted, the (hips in the harboar 
*^ difmantled, and the pore and forts provifionally 
*^ at hisdifpofition, fo .as to allow of the egrefs 
*' and regrefe with fafety, the people of Provence 
^* ftiould have all the afliftance and fupport his 
*^ Majefty's fleet could give ; and when peace 
^* (hould take place, the port, (hips and ftores 
" fhould be reftored to France.'* The Proclama- 
tion was addreflcd to the Towns and Inhabitants of 
the South of France ; it fets out with painting a 
very horrid pifture of the prefent anarchy and 
tyranny of Franca: his Lordfhip tells them, 
** a fituatiori fo dreadful fcnfibly affllfts the coa- 
" lefced powers, they fee no other remedy but 
" the re-eftablifliment of the French Monarchy. 
// is for this and the ads of aggreflion committed 
by the Executive Power of France, that we 
** have armed in conjunction with the coalefced 
^'•powers.'* He then affures them that he comes 
to offer them the force with which he was intrufted 
by his Sovereign, to crufh with promptitude the 
f aft ions, to re-eftablifh a regular Governmtnt in 
France^ &c, Thefe declarations of our motives 
for the war are not ftridtly confgnant with thofe 
which Mr. Pitt avowed in the Hgf^fciq^ Commons, 
Our Minifters at home declare th3|f#fr enter int;o 
the war to defend our allies, and not to interfere 
with the internal government of Prance; they in- 

Z . ftrua 



€C 



( J38 ) 

ftruft our admirals at the head of our fleets, to 
pronounce to Europe, that we have joined the 
confederacy to crufti the prefent power in France^ 
and rcftore its ancient monarchy. 

The Anfwcr of the lohabitants of Toulon was 
a declaration, that they were tired of the prefent 
Conftitution, and demanded that of 1789; they 
would accordingly proclaim Louis XVII King 
according to that Conftitution, and in every other 
particular agree to the propofab of Lord Hood; 
who thereupon publilhed a fccond Proclamation 
to this tffeft : *' That whereas the Sedionsof 
** Toulon have by their Commiflipners to me made 
** a folemn Declaration in favour of Monarchy, 
•* have proclaimed Loui$ XVII fon of Louis 
*' XVI their lawful King, and have fworn to 
acknowledge him and* no longer fuflfer thexiefpo- 
f ifm of Tyrants, who at this time govern France, 
" but will do their utmoft to eftabliQi Monarchy 
** as accepted by the late Sovereign in 17&9, and 
** reftore peace to their diftraded and ruinous 
^ cotintry : I do hereby repeat what I I^ave at 
•* ready declared to the people of the South of 
" France, that I take poffeffion of Toulon, and 
•* hold k in truft only for Louis XVII undl 
" peace (hall be re-eftabli£hed in France, which I 
♦* hope and truft will be foon.'* 

As the people of this country pay and fulFcr fi> 
fcvertly for the war, they are urgencly called upon 
to look clofcly into the views and confequences of 

it; 



#( 



a 



i 339 ') 

It. It is a matter of curious obfervation, that 
ivithin the fpace of fix weeks, during which ho 
change in the priiiciple of the war could have 
taken plate; V^lenciennei was furrendered to the 
Duke of York in the nahie of ttie feniperor, his 
Royal Highnefrfummoned Dunkirk in the nime of 
his Britannic Majefty, and Lord Hood eriteredarid 
feized upon Toulon in the name of Louis ^Vll. 
Each of tHefe three places equally belonged to the 
late Ring of t'rarice. An uniform fyftem or princi- 
ple in the confederated irivafipri of that kingdom, 
could not have given occafion to fuch variety of 
title or claim. What faiih or confiftehcy can be 
difcoVered in tHefe a(5ts of our Government ? We 
countenailce and take into pay the P^rench emigrant 
nobility, who were profcribed b;jr the Conffitution 
of 1789, and we rear a ftandard in fupport of that 
Very Conditutidn ; oUr good ally the King of 
Pruflia keeps in pHfon La: Fayette arid Lameth, 
the moft zealous fiippotters of that very confti- 
tution, whrth we proclaim at Toulon* How 
long will Great Britain join in a wat of (uch feparate 
and difcordant interefts ? If the federacy be formed 
upon a common principle, the concealment of it 
from the nations which fupport it is a ftrong fuf- 
picion, that ic will pot bear the fair light of day. 
Marions will not for everruflfer a night of darknefs. 
The advantages of the futrender, of Toulon, 
though hbc taken pofleflTion of in the name of the 
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King of England, were turned to quick* aK^oom 
by our Minifter. So unufually numerous had been 
chelate profelyies to his influence, that he was 
overwhelmed in defpair at the injufficiency of bis 
means to fathfy the demands of amiiiien, and ih bun^ 
ger offaSlion : for by thefe mea\;s alone we are 
taught by more than two thoufand aflfociations in- 
fiituted for Juf porting a due execution of the laws^ can m 
arrive at tbejummit of wealthy honour j pofcver ifnd do- 
niinicn. The rcfervoir of thefe means was adually 
dry, when the alarmed zeal of-thc Chancellor called 
upon his difinterefted patriotifm to accept of the 
Seals without any ftipulation for a poffible retreat. 
Infcrutable as unexpected are the ways of Provi. 
dence in affording the means pf prefervingand 
forwarding the ends of its favourite inftitution?. 
That the re-poffeffion of a French town by the 
French Monarch (hould fupply a Britifh Minifter 
with an increafc of the necejfary means of preferving 
the Britifh Conftitution at fo critical a jundure, 
was a myftery difclofed only to the illuminated 
affociators under Mr. -Reeves, and to thofe bkft 
like himfelf in fad; or defirc vvith fome confoling 
beams of miniilerial influence. The fird fruits 
of this fcafonable harvcft were confeerated to 
footh the ^Jarms . and remunerate the^ convic- 
tions of the immaculate Baronet Sir Gilbert Elliott. 
He was appointed by the King of Great Bruaia 
to a fplendid^ honourable and powerful fituation 
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in a French towni belonging to the French Mo- 
narch with a falary of 7500I. per annum, to be 
paid out of the Briiilh Treafury ; he was made 
CommiiEoner to Toulon; an appointment unknown 
in Englifti hiftory. Adnlinable was the ingenuity 
of our conftitutional Minifter in fertilizing this 
new fupply of means. The relative, as well as 
pofitive merits of the Chancellor were not to go 
tmrewardcd ; his nephew, a barrifter at law, was 
y«^ell entitled to (hare the profits of his uncle's pru- 
dent conviijlions of the neceffity of this extenfive 
and coftly war. The overwhelming deluge of 
bankruptcies, one of its firft efFeds at home, was a 
grateful ftiowcr of Danae to the Chancery. The 
office of purfe-bearer was naturally confided to the . 
fidelity of the nephew, and from the lamentable 
ruin of many became to him worth 1500L per 
annum. He was appointed Commiflary General 
to Toulon with a ftipulation for forty (hillings 
, jper diem of half-pay for life. Befides thefe, a long 
Sft of fubaltern well-wiftiing and fairly promifed 
profelytes were largely gifted out of thefe truft 
eftates of the infant French Monarch. The occono- 
mical fyftem of half- pay will, perhaps, fecure the 
gratitude^ of the appointees during their lives to 
their friendly benefadtor. The truji will however 
indemnify Great Britain for all the immediate ad- 
. v:4nces- made upon it. It may be not unfairly pre- 
. fumed, that the tardinefs of Minjfters to meet 
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the Parliament in fuch national embarrafltnents lu) 
been occaiioned by their wi(hes and expedacion^ 
to extend the means of that influence^ ubicb is nc* 
ceffary to unite the members in a firm and folid ma- 
jority ^ withut which they canptir/ue no meajwrtz of 
public utility with Jleadifufs pr /ucfefs, hy the capture | 
of Dunkirk, St. Maloes, or fome qth^r parts of 
the French territories, fo providpntially favpuriflg 
the increafe qf this necejfary influence of the Britilh 
Minifter. Thisnaturallyaccountsforthe refolution 
pf the Britilh Cabinet after the captqre of Va- 
lenciennes to divide the forces : here Britilh bloo4 
and Britilh trcafure were fpent, to procure na- 
tional advantages for a foreign people : jiuftrian not 
Britiftf commiflioners were fent to Valencienoes. 

How induftrioufly have the doQJlc pupils of 
Mr. Burke laboured to vprify the do^rin(?s of their 
infallible matter, that the power of fbe JCing of Eng- 
land is more folid, real and extenfive, than what tbi 
King pf prance wzs pojfejfed of before this mi/erdh 
revolution. They are refolved, that in future nq 
^aipiy vain title Qiall difgrace the efcutcheons of 
our Monarch. In future the territorial pofleffion^ 
pf the French Monarch Ihall at lead feed the 

prerogative of the King of Great Britain, ir^^^^ 
and Ireland, 
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CONTENTS. 

Energy and aHivity in the Frencb-^Siege of Maubeuge 
rmfed — French army lyo^ooo ftrong — Nituport 
defended by Major Matthews-y^Ctmardice of the 
DttUb-^Tbe Lines of JVe^enbourg forced — Lord 
ffowe in T'Orbo^'-^Tre^ities mtb Sardinia a,nd 
JtfapUs-^Frefh treaty with PruJ/ia^-'Negociation to 
Mng Denmark into the Confederacy^-^enoa forced 
4mt of -her neutrality — Tufcany forced iy England tp 
declare war agaiffft France-^ Manifefio jofmir King 
—7'^^ Emprunt Ford — ^ritifi> property feized and 

'Britifh fubjeEls arrefied^Beatb cf tbe S^en^Mr. 
Burkij B^eftelUons thereupon^ 

JljLoWEVER it may ferve the views of cer- 
tain perfons at home to keep up the irritation of 
ikit Nation agaitift the French Republicans ; and 
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however largely the miniftcrial prints and the affo* 
ciation publications may for this purpofe *have in- 
dulged in invedlive and imprecation againft that 
naiion, and every mcafure adopted by ic ; yet is 
it a truth of too fatal confequence to this unfor- 
tunate country, that our anger has precipitated us 
into a labyrinth of ruin and difgrace. Such in 
fadt was the infatuation of our deluded country- 
men, that our failures- of the preceding month 
had produced no other efFeft upon their minds 
than the increafe.of a blind and deiperate aban* 
donment of their caufe to thofc, who were feeking 
to juftify their error in engaging them in the war, 
by multiplying the difficulties of extracting tbem 
out of it. Thofe wno difapproved of the com- 
mencement of the war, were more anxious than 
its advocates for its concluiion ; but they fav. no 
other road to honourable peace*, than by carrying it 
on with vigour when it was once begun. Though 
comparifons may be always odious, they arc not 
always ffuidcfs. Let the tardinefs of co-operaiion ' 
from our Board of Ordnance and Admiralty be 
contrafted with tlie fpirit and energy of. that Go- 
vernment which has raifed our pity or excited our 
indignation : thoufands of troops conveyed in 
waggons drawn by poft-horfes to the place of de- 
fence with unknown celerity befpoke the fid 

earneftnefs wii;h which their Executive Council 

• 

attended tO the welfare of the Nation* Their vie- 
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torious Gefacml Houchard was with his whole 
Staff put under arreft for not having purfued with 
advantage the difcomfited enemy in their precipi- 
tate and diforderiy retreat; There fucoeft was 
punilhed, becaufe it might have been more totn- 
plete : here the caufes of a faiUire, which CQuld 
fcarcely have been worfe, were not even looked 
into. The contempt of the example which hiim- 
bles us is the e^ttrfemity of folly. The Warren arid 
* Dock-yard of Woolwich are lefs diftant from Dun- 
kirk than the Rhine or the Mofelle. Wurmfer 
and even Brunlwick are more terrible enemies to. 
France, than the oppofcrls of Mr. Reeves's Aflb- 
ciations to Great Britain. 

The expeAation of the whole confederacy 
feemfed to hang Opon the fate of Maabeuge, which 
the Prince of Saxe Cobourg had for fome weeks 
blockaded with an army of 70,000 irien. He wis 
attacked by the French, and though the Auftrians 
behaved with their ufual fteadinefs and bravery 
they were forced to raife the ficge and crofs the 
Sambre. After this defeat the Prince became fe- 
rioully apprehenftvc for the fate of Flanders, 
and applied for a reinforcement of 50,000 men. 
The French army of the North now coniifted of 
170,000 men. They again entered Furnes and 
laid liege to Nieuport : they were however fortu- 
nately checked by the fteadinefs and refolution 
of Major Matthews': he opened the fluices chou^ 
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•ioppofed by the Magiftratcs, and with a handful 
0{ .men defended the town till reinforcements ar- 
irived. Such was the terror through all Flanders 
^f aa invafion, that ijnmenie quantities of ftores 
were deftroyed to prevent their felling iflto die 
iands of the enerny^. 

§uch of the I)uti:h troops as were engaged be- 
lore Maubeuge difgraced themfelves by the moft 
infamous flight; whethet it were from difinclini- 
tion tON the fervice or from want of difciplinc or 
icouragc^ tl\cf? troops have never flood yf'ith the 
ileadioefs, of foldiers : they appeared peyerthelcfs 
to have been piqued at the reflexions of the com- 
bined armies upon their jejreat firon(^ Menin; and 
through tbe intereft of their Hcredits^ry Prince 
they infifted upop General Beaulieu's being call- 
ied to a court martial for not having fijpportcd 
them as jt was pretended he might. The noto- 
riety however of the good conduft of this veteran 
General and of the daftard.ly behaviour of the fu- 
gitive Dutchmen was fuch, that they were pre- 
vailed upon prudently to drop the attempt to 
difguife their o«wn cpvvardice by criminatiiig the 
bra^e Beaulieu. 

Mom favourable accounts were received from 
the army of the Rhine- General Wurrafer after 
an engagement of eleven hours forced the lines of 
WeiflTcnbourg and took the French camp by af- 

(ault; the Duke of Brunfwick attacked them ^^ 
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tiie fame time in the rear. They took pctifeffion 
of Weiflenboufg and Lauterbourg, and purfoed 
{the French to the gates of Strafbourg : theparnage 
wa$ dreadful ; full 15^000 fell in the courfe of t)ie 
day* 

/The nation had not their ufual confolation of 
repairing their misfortunes at land by their adivity 
for fuccefs ac feal Lord Howe had fpent the au/ 
jtumn as he had the fummer in defending the 
/entry of Torbay : he once >yas in fight of the 
French fleet for twenty-four hours ; but the riik 
0f engaging it ^as too great for his prudence to 
hazard in fuch a critical jdnfture. He was per- 
haps direfted tt> avoid the infedion of republic- 
anifm by coming into contaft with any French 
veiTeL This he feemed cautious of dyoiding, and 
brought back bis fleet and the creiVs of every vef- 
fel perfedly untainted to his old anchorage in 
I'orbay. It was indeed faid, that their fuperiority 
in failing and running away prevented the Britilh 
Admiral from coming to cloi*e quarters with the 
enemy : but the adive fpirit of the Britiih feamen* 
was with much difficulty formed tb this new fyf- 
tem of nautical operations : energy and ailion^ it 
might have been thought, too much refembled 
the ferocious republicans; and might perhaps have 
prevented the channel fleet from learning the new 
manoeuvre of entering Breft Harbour as the Me- 
diterranean fquadron had that of Toulon. 

d Negociatioii 
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. Neg^ciation was the general panaaa for all our 
evils. It feetned to be the detertninaciotL jcdf our 
Cabinet, that if France could not be conquefed^, 
no nation of Europe (hould at I^ai^:boafl: of the 
advantage of haying prudently avoided the cafli 
attempt. The tniferies of fuch an undertaking 
ihould not be partial : the balance of poWer would 
not admit it ; this ultima ratio regton fupafeded 
the fovereign will of every independent ftate. All 
means were employed to draw other ftatos into 
the confederacy, and the accefiion of every ally was 
a firelh knot ro entangle. Great Britain the more in 
this fyftem of ruinous perplexity. Threats, pro* 
mifes, force, bribery, mahifeftos, all means were 
employed, fo they had but the general objeft of 
crushing the revolutionary Goveriiment of France. 
Sardinia demanded of us an annual fubfidyof 
abo,oool. and a conflanc fleet on their coafts to 
defend their country againft the aggreBions and 
invafions of the French Republic : it was granted : 
to lafl as long as an inch of Savoy or any of their 
territory fhould be poffeffed by the Frendii? The 
continuance of fuch a treaty may pcradventurc 
be more earneftly wiflied for by Sardinia than the 
repoffeffion of their whole tei-ritory from the 
hands of their enemies. Our treaty with Naples 
is a guarantee to each other of their refpcftivc 
States: an undertaking not to lay down arms 
till all places are reftored which fliall be taken dur- 
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ving the war ; to aft in concert in th^ Mediterra- 
nean ; Naples (ball furnifli fix thoufand men to 
be paid by England; England (hall keep a ra- 
fpedabk fleet in the Mediterranean ; and Naples 
(hall provide four thips of the line, four frigates 
and four friaaller (hips of war. 

Since the Parliament of Great Britain is not 
confdted in making treaties with foreign powers, 
but is only called upon to ratify, approve and en- 
force the engagements in which the Minifter (hall 
have thought proper to involve the Nation; the 
a<5livity of the Cabinet was much more remark- 
able in negociating pretexts for continuing the 
war, than in haflening a peace by the vigour of 
our afms. Not fatisfied with the fublifting treaty 
with Pruffia, that bad firft involved us in the fa- 
tal confederacy, a new treaty was formally figned 
on the i4J:hof July laft, between their Britannic and 
Pruffiar> Majefties, not to lay. down their arms 
but by common confent, and rfot until reftituf- 
tion is obtained for any depredation which France 
may make upon either of the faid parties, or of 
ihtit friends er allies. Here is a perpetuatioA of war 
to Britain, as long as France. (hall be an enemy 
to any State that Pruflia may choofe to call a friend. 
Thus i3 die country under the direful necelfity of 
.iuppiying. the exorbitant charges of a mod ex- 
pen(ive war, as long as any State of Europe (hall 
,tl)ipk prpp^ to continue boftile to FranciPi eiihej: 
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fr6rii public or private policy, to weaken and ii^ 
hauft the refources of this kingdom, or tocotf- 
tinue the advantages of our fubiidies to our left 
opulent allies. What a: dreadful alternative foi: 
Great BritaSn, that it cannot withhold the fuppllcs 
for a ruinous war without forfeiting the credit and 
faith of cver^ Nation in Eirropc ! Well atid wife- 
ly and virtooufly did Mr; Fox urge the' Pariijr- 
ment to prevent his Majelty's Miiiifters during the 
reccfs from entering into new Engagements, 
which might render the conctufion of an honour- 
able peace more remote and diiHcult. Manf 
true patriots like his Royal Highnefs of Glarente 
were induced to vote for the war, becaufe the faith 
of our treaty witli Holland called upon our con!* 
currence in the defence of that repubiic: the 
condition of the treaty having been complied 
with, the caufe of war had ceafedj and nowjuf- 
lice to ourfelves obliged us: to ky down the arms, 
which juftice t<5 our allies had made us take up. 
As the Minifter had found one treaty fo efficient 
In prevailing upon the majority to commence the 
war, he naturally concluded that a multiplicity of 
treaties would reconcile a flill greatct majority to 
its cot\tinuance. 

Our Atitbaffador at Copenhagen entered into 
a correfpondence of argument with Count Bern- 
ftorffi the minifter of the Danifh cabinet, upon 
the propriety and neoeffity of their entering into 

' the 









• . . (35^)^ 

the armed confederacy againft France. Hithertoi 
the prudent Dane has not been argued out of his 
neutrality ; what other means may hereafcer be 
attempted to induce or force him from it, tin>e 
will difclofe. 

The republic of Genoa having large property 
ill France was induced to obferve the ftiideft 
neutrality, to depart from which would be the 
ruin of the principal citizens of that State. The 
Government itlelf is faid to receive upon loans 
to France this annual fum of i,4«o,ooo livres. 
Notwithftanding this, Mr. Drake the Britifli En- 
voy co that State peremptorily infifted upon an 
immediate and. unqualified declaration of hoflili- 
ties againft France : no indemnification was 
however offered for the fure lofs in that cafe of 
the property of their citizens or the State. This 
fpirited though fmall republic was not to be bul- 
lied into deftrudion and ruin, and has declared, 
that if (he be to be forced from her neutral it j^, (he 
never can take part with thofe who have threat- 
ened her with fuch unprovoked injulVice, 

Our Envoy at Florence Lord Hervey under- 
took not only to intinxidate the Grand Duke of 
Tufcany out of hi^ neutrality, by fending off the 
French Ambaffador M. de la Flotte in twen- 
ty-four hours, but to didtateto him the internal 
regulation's concerning the French remaining withr 
in his territories, which the Bfitifli Cabinet inlifte4 
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upon. This was Angular conduft in Great Bri- 
tain towards the brother of the Enperor, who 
Was the firil engaged in the war againft France^ 
and who muft have known the true interefts, and 

^ had more influence over the conduft of his own 
brother, than any foreign power whatever. The 
Grand Duke however relinquiflied the fyfteon of 
neutrality, and declared war agajnft the Republic 
on the loth inft. ^ 

The ingenuity of our Miniflers was nearly ex* 
haufted by the variety of meafures they had adopc- 
ed to augment and juftify this armed confede- 
racy. One only experiment remained to be tried ; 
this was to commit the faiths credit and juftice of 
the Nation to a public manifeftol Melancholy, 
had been the precedents of their aflbciates in this 
line of operation. They had however the advan- 
tage of improving upon their attempts, correfting 
their faults and avoiding their errors. The peo- 
ple of this country had a well-grounded right to 
expeA precifion, firmnefs and confiftency in fuch 
a declaraticHi from the Throne. It was publifhed 
with immediate reference to the furrcnder of Tou- 
lon, but it is iilent as to any approbation or con- 
firmation of the proclamations and treaty of Lord 
Hood with the Toulonefe; the balis of which 
was the acceptance of the Conftitution of 1789. 

^ It declares the objeAs of the war to have been 

ifrom the beginning " to repel an unprovoked 

81 " aggreflion 



J 



( 3S3 ) 

*^aggreflIon, to contribute to the immediate de- 
*^ fence of his allies, to obtain for them and' for 
*^ himfelf a juft indemnification, and to provide 
** as far as circumftances will allow for the futurtf 
** fecurity of his owivfubjefts, and of all other Na* 
" tions of Europe." Hitherto thehe is nothing 
new in this avowal, but the matter of indemnifica* 
iion to ourfelves and. our allies. This is certain- 
ly an artful though very neceflary provifo to be 
introduced into this declaration of our fyftem; 
a.nd will upon future explanation of the courts, in 
cafe of fuccefs, afford an uncontrovertible ground 
4»f equity, upon which the different claims upon 
the truft fund may be fettled and adjufted. In 
all trufts the firft provifion fecured is for the pay- 
ment and indemnification of the expcnces and 
charges of the truft. WelUadvifed truftees ne- 
ver feleafe their truft till this aft oT juftice be firft 
complied with. Neither Toulon nor any other 
part of France feizcd and holden in truft for 
Louis XVU can ever be difcharged of this in- 
demnifying quality. A defign of making con- 
quefts upon France has been repeatedly dif- 
avowed by all the combined powers* The truft 
of conquering France for Louis XYII is under* 
taken at the rifk of thofe who have accepted of it, 
if the fund which fh^ll hereafter come into their 
hands fhall prove infufficient to anfwef their cofts 
and charges. Crfat ipd«;ed muft be the accc(non of 
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t'rchc!! property to ourfelvcs and co-truftecs, 
which will fatisfy the claims of thofe, who have 
thus kindly and generoully undertaken the ma- 
nagement of the concerns of this infant Mo- 
narch. 

The mahifefto expreflcs, that his Majefty wifies 
ardently to be able to treat for the re-eftablijhment of 
ibe general tranquillity with a Government exerci- 
Jing a legal and permanent authority^ animated with 

» 

ibe wifh for general tranquillity^ tindpojfejjing pmers 
to enforce the obfervance of its engagements. This 
general definition of a Government may be made 
pliant to every conflrudion that a Minifler fhall 
choofe to put upon it. It will equally exclude a$ 
admit of a negociation with the prefeat Republic 
of France, and will juftify a treaty upon any 
ground of popular prejudice or favour, that the 
fupple Prottus will ainge to. 

It fpeaks of the reftoration of monarchy, but 
neither mak^s it the pretext for continuing the 
war, nor the condition of an honourable peace. A 
great part of this Proclamatioh deals in invedive 
againft the perfons to whom it is addrefled, aD4 
fervcsno end but that of provoking their irafcibi* 
lity, and driving them to ffe(h a<9:s of violence, in- 
humanity and vengeance^ 

No circumilances, iince the commencement of 
the war. Teem to baye irritated (he <!!6nventioq 
more than what they called pur ireatberous at* 
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tempts upon Dunkirk, Marfeilles and Toulon^ 

Xhey converted all to their own purpofes. Our 

ncgociations and treaties paved the way for further 

confifcations, not only of tl^e men, whom tliey fay 

we cQrruptedy but whomfo^ver they chx)fe to con? 

ne<5t with them. It was therefore a moft impro* 

vident a«5l: to publifh in the Gazette Lord Hood's 

unfuccefsful treaty with the Marfeillois. Scores 

were murdered upon fufpicion of having treated 

with him. The unadvifed feizure of Toulog 

made fuch an impreffion upon the mafs of thp 

people, that the new party of Danton, notwiih- 

ftanding their enormities and cruelties, were now 

looked up to with love and confidence. By their 

Emprunt force they brought into the Treafury all 

the bard ca(h in the kingdom : by this, fweep^ 

which was the boldeft ad of public robbery ever 

attempted, the Executive Government had at onc^ 

poffeffion of 41,666,6661, fterling, as a fund for 

the war, and a bafis for an enlarged paper circi\- 

iation. Soon after this they pafled a decree of 

confifcation of ail Britiflx property in France, and 

put all Britilh fubjefts under arreft. 

The height of popular irritation was the mo- 
ment in which the inhuman Jacobins perpetrated 
their deeds of blood and horror. It was on oniS 
and the facne day, that their army routed feventy 
thouiand veteran troops headed by the beft Ge- 
ncrals of Europe^ before Maubeuge, and their 
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ConvetYtion butchered the refpcftful relift of their 
murdered Sovereign. If any thing could add to tbc 
inhuman and unjuft treatment of this unfortunate 
and refpeiflable Princefs, it was the infuhing 
mockery of a trial, and the bringing her own in- 
fants as witnefles agaihft her for crimes even out of 
phyfical poffibility. The heroic and Chriftian 
fortitude with which this venerable Queen under- 
went the long trial of humiliation and fuffcring 
that preceded her execution, revives in ihefe days 
of infidelity the animating examples of primitive 
Chriftianity, when the pride of the heathen was 
overcome, and the mild fpiritof the gofpel propa- 
gated in the blood of the humble and conftant 
tnartyr. It is but juftice to this much beloved 
and much refpedVed viftim to licentious fury, to 
refcuc her injured charader from the impious af- 
"pcrfions of her pretended encomiaft Mr. Burke. 
Could that man, who tells us, that a * true bumlitfj 
the hajis of the Chriftian Jyftem^ is the low^ hut deef 
Mftd firm fotptdatton ^f all red virtue ^ be fo forgetful 
of his heroine and of himfelf as to make her vanity 
furvive all her virtues, and the heathenifli vice of 
fuicideextinguifti in her laft moments the grace of 
Chriftian confolation *: -f* in the laft extremity fift 
will Jave berf elf from the laft difgrace^and iffbemufi 
fdlft>e will fall by no ignoble band* Could the man, 

^ Jjtit^r to a Member, p« 93. f Refle&ions, p. i ii. 

who 
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1*^rho gtories in the Cbriftian religion as bis haft 
Msnd comfort^ plant the fttarp antidote againft dif^ 
grace concealed in the bojom of a Chridian Princefs, 
'who added titles of veneration to thoje of entbujiaftic 
diftani and rejpe^ul love ? Clafiical, fabulous or 
heachenifh as may be the occafional wanderings of 
this fublime writer^ it was not tolerable in the aw- 
ful view of our tranfit to the great tribunal to fub* 
ftitute the falfc pride of an Ethnic matron for the 
Chridian dignity of fubmitting to a death of ig- 
nominy after the example of our divine Mafler. 
The only infult at whigh his mod Chridian Ma- 
jedy and his royal confort felt indignant during 
their captivity, was the fufpicion of this very 
crime oijuicide, ♦ with which Mr. Burke, to his 
own fliame and to the fcandal of the Chridian 
caufe, has crowned the virtues of his delightful 
vifion. 

* When Valazi one of the Briflbtine party wascondemneds he 
chofeto -follow the reoommendatioii of Mr. Burke and ftabbed 
iiimfelf with a poniard ; which circum(!ancQ produced an im« 
0ic4iate decree of the Convention^ that all perfons under accuik« 
tion (hould be deprived of the means of preventing the jtutlce vf 
their country "by the crime of /ffv/Ai 
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CONTENTS. 

The effeEl of the Manifejio upon the French — 7be 
DutcB anfwer it — State of Teuton— DifagreC' 

. ment between ihe tpamjb and Britijh Admirals — 
Unfuccefsful expedition to Corfica-^Violation of tbe 
Rights of Nations in tbe Port of Genoa. — Lord 
Howe chafu a French Fltet^ which tfcapes Im^^ 
Lord Moira*s expedition refohedupon wiih lo^ooo 
' Britifif and 6,coo Heffian troops^ to penetrate hj 
St. Makes into the interior parts of France^ 
Briffofs party and Egalite murdered-^French fuc- 
cejfes on the Rhine. 

X HE manifeilo which is faid to be the genuine 

and a favourite produftion of Mr, Pitt, produced 

no other cfFeft in France than a contempt for the 

Ihuffling ambiguity of that par^ of 'it which de- 

^ dares 
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dares a rcadinefs to treat with any efficient Go- 
vernmenr, whilft we refufe to treat with their 
£zecutive Council ; and of pity for the impotent 
^rogance of afluring them, that we will not infift 
upon the full price, but will abate confiderably of 
vhat we might in juftice demand of them for rc- 
floring their ancient monarchy. It produced how- 
ever an immediate anfwer from the States General, 
which was a re-echoed avowal of all the reafons 
and motives for continuing the war, which are ex- 
prefled in the declaration, excepting as to one 
of thofe motives, upon which they liave very em- 
phatically enlarged. The Britiflb manifefto ftates, 
that one of the objeifts which his Majefty had in 
continuing the war was to obtain Jor bis allies and 
him/elf a juft indenmificatim ; which the Dutch im- 
prove upon, by faying, that their ultimate objeft 
was to obtain a juft indemniftcation for the enormous 
expences occafioned to the Republic by the violence of 
their common enemies. 

The iituation in the mean while of our troops at 
Toulon was very precarious : the republican army 
daily increafed, and conftantly annoyed the town 
a!nd the out-pofts : reinforcements were frequently 
landed : upon tljis occafion five thoufand Impe*- 
rial troops were taken into our pay : the motley 
garrifon compofed of Britifli, French, Spa,aidii, 
Neapolitan, German, Sardinian and Portuguefc 
troops exceeded fourteen thoufand men. Very frc- 
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quent accounts from Toulon were feat over aod 
I^ublidied in the Gazette, if it were but of » 
ikirmiih of two hundred men ; and in order ta 
prepoflefs the Nation with a favourable idea of 
this new acquifition^ the health, fpirits and iafety 
of the garrifon were regularly blazoned in all the 
pomp of official confidence. As our (brewd and 
trufty Admiral had fucceeded fo unexpectedly in 
negociacing his entry into Toulon, be was too 
fanguine in his expectation of extending this new 
fyftem of gaining ports along the whole coaft of 
France. He fent four (hips of the line with pri- 
vate inHrudions to the different ports of France, 
two to Breft, one to L*Orient, and the other to 
Rochfort* In the multiplicity of tongues which 
were fpoken by the different corps, frequent mif- 
takes in the orders produced no fmall confufioo* 
Dlfagreements alfo arofe to a confiderable height 
between the Spaniih and the Englilh Admirals 
concerning the difpofition of the French (hips; 
the Spanifh claiming'' as neared of kin to the infant 
Monarch,' and in viitue of their old Family com« 
padt, the more immediate power and controul 
over ihe Truft F\jnd, which confifted of Bourbon 
property : the Britifli Admiral urged the circum- 
fiances of acquifition and pofleljion as the ftronger 
daims to management and the prior right of in* 
demnificarion for the ri&s and charges of pro* 
curing tlic property* 

" Lord 
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Lord Hood finding that the inadi\l^Ity of (0 
tnany veffels in the harbour of To»lon would not 
much forward the geiieral fervice, fent off a fmall 
Iquadron to extend his conquefts into Corfica*' 
General Paoli had promifed to co«operate by land 
whenever the ihips (hould appear off the coafi^ 
The expedition failed for two reafons, which the 
Gazette announces in more words than were ab* 
folutely neceffary to inform us, that the Corficans 
would do nothing and the Bricilh fquadron could 
do nothing ^aind the town of Florenze which 
they were feat to take. Though the Gazette ac- 
count be particularly diffufe in attempting to re- 
concile the failure of this expedition to the pa- 
tient people of Great Britain, who are naturally 
fond of reading the fucceffes of their fleets ; the 
mod efficient caufe of the failure has been unfor- 
tunately forgotten by the compiler, which would 
have inftantly fpothed every difappointment. This 
was the fatal error of adopting the exploded fy f« 
tern of battering inftead of mgociating their entry- 
into the tovvo. Pofterity however will be indebt- 
ed to them for the difcovery which they have 
made in this unfuccefsful attempt upon the town 
o{ Florenze: vi?* that a frigate may receive mord 
damage than (he can do againft land batteries 
of fuperior weight of metal elevated above her : 
and that the diilances from the batteries to the 
(hips and from the (hips tQ the batteries are reci- 

procal^ 
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t>rocaI and equal. For we are informed by this ia- 
ftrudlive Gazette^ that ^ikeugb a ihfi and peweiful 
immtmade bad been kept up by the Jqmdron till a 
garter before eighty no vijibk impreffion was made : 
and yet that the (hips of the fquadron were much 
damaged^ and therefore, upon the joint opinicMi of 
five Britilh captains that there was no profped of 
fuccefs, the fignal was made for difcondnuing the 
attack. In the prefent regenerated fpirit of the 
Britffti Conftitution, credulity on one fide of the 
queftfon feems not to have been confined withfn 
this illand. '* The Alcide is not materially damaged 
" in her majis or riggings but the Ardent and Cou^ 
*' rageux have Juffered very covjiderably in both from 
** being expo/ed to the raking fire of the town of Fkh 
*^ renzcj though every information bad ajfured m, 
^^ the dijiance of that place was to9 great far guns to 
« have ary effeff/* Pity it was, that there were 
not fome friends of the people at Toulon to have 
queftioned the truth of this information,^ as they 
had that <Jf an intended attack upon the Tower of 
London in December 1792. The fquadron had 
been lying in the gulf of Florenze from the 21ft 

* to the 30th of the mouth, during which time it is 
pccfumed by the ignorant, which is ever the great- 
eft part of mankind, that the diftances could have 
been afcertained, at which the fleet could either 
annoy the enemy or be annoyed by them. Th6^ 

^nighty force of artillery which did fo much da- 
mage 
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triage to our fleet confided of two mortars, four 
twenty four pounders, two eight pounders and one 
four pounder in the redoubt of Fornilli; and 
four mortars and nine twenty-four pounders hi 
the town of Florenze, 

The powers of Lord Hood appear to have ex- 
ceeded whatever had been before delegated to any 
Britifli Admiral : every aft of his from this Pro- 
clamation to the Toulonefe to his failing from 
their port, muft be looked upon as the adts of 
thofe, from whom he received his orders. It was an 
improvement upon the old fyftem of war, for a 
Britifli (quadron to enter a neutral port and cap- 
ture their enemy's veflels lying under the pro- 
teftion of a neutral power. Eight fliips of the 
line and fix frigates from Toulon entered the port 
of Genoa* The Scipio of 74 guns ranged along- 
fide the Modefte a French frigate at anchor in the . 
port, and fummoned her to flrike. The French 
anfwered with a broadfide. The Scipio returned 
two broadfides and boarded the frigate. Fart of 
the crew were cut to pieces in attempting to de- 
fend her, the reft efcaped by fwimming to the 
(hore* Two French cruizers (hared the face of the 
Modefte. In any former war this would have 
Jbeen the moft direft and flagrant violation of the 
laws of nations. It was a Angular example fet by 
that Government which lately upbraided the French 
for haying expofed all fbeir niigbbmring naticns to 

ihe 



Ae repeated attacks of ferocious anarcfy^ tbi naturd 
4tid public enemy of all public order. 

JProvidence feemed at length to havd afTorded 
Lord Howe a favourable opportunity of reviving 
the worn-down fpirits of his fleet, and regaining 
the declining confidence of bis friends and patrons. 
An eitraft was fcnt up to the Acimiralty froni the 
log-book of the Montague, the laft (hip conid 
into port from Lord Howe*s fleet i that on the 
iSth irift* in the mornings a French fquadron 
confiding of feventeen fail, nine of the line and the 
reft frigates, was feen bearing down on the Britifli 
fleet ; that at ten o^clock they hauled their wind, 
on which L.ord tlowe made fignal for a general 
chace. At fix in the evening the Montague 
fprung her top-maftsand was obliged to bring tOi 
being then according to computation three leagues 
^-ftern of the French fquadron, and five miles 
a-head of Lord Howe*s fleet. Incredible was the 
exultation of the nation at the receipt of thi^ 
news: the failures at Dunkirk, Maubeugeand 
Corfica were forgotten j every paft misfortune, 
every pending hazard were fwallowed up in the 
anticipated furety of annihilating by this capture 
jfhe remaining maritime force of France. Lord 
Howe after three weeks abfence emerged from the 
jnift that had enveloped both fleets, and brought 
back all his own (hips fafe into port. He received 
the well-earned laurels for having prevented any 

of 
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of thetn from falling into the hands of the fero<* 
aious republicans. The Britifh fleet was confolcd 
in the aflurance, that the French were ftill quicker 
in running away, tlian we could be in purfuing 
them. 

The year was drawing towards a conclufion, 
and the Mtnifter was not a little anxious to im« 
prove the balance of the yearly accounts, which he 
muft foon lay before Parliament. No very large 
profits had arifen out of any of his ventures: ifq* 
tnenfe fums had been advanced and loft in Flan« 
ders : the whole equipment for the Channel fer* 
vice bad returned.no gain: the profits of the 
Mediterranean treaty were ftill doubtful and fl:ill 
coftly : the advances made in foreign engagements 
could not yet make any return : confidence and 
credit began to decline, and the approaching hour 
of accounting to the Nation made him refolveupoii 
hazarding what he had been long prei&d and 
urged in vain to attempt. The Earl of Moira 
bad in the courfe of the month of June ex- 
prcflcd his opinion that the only effe^ftual mca- 
fure for reftoring monarchy and peace to France, 
would be tqgive fubftantial fucqour to- the Royal* 
ifts within the Kingdom. Innumerable applica- 
tions and offers upon this fubjeft had been made 
to the Minifter in the courfe of the year. Thp 
original objedion againft thispian/muft have been^ 
that it did not exactly fall in with our lately, avomed 
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fyilenf of mdetnoification* Cides that nugbt fall 
into the faaads of the Royalifts, CTcn with our 
affiibiDce^ CQuld not be taken and hoiden ekhet 
in the name of the Emperor as Valenciennes, nor 
in that of the King of Great Britain as DuAkirk 
was fummoned^ nor in truft for Louis XVII like 
Toulon» The Earl ot Moira not being initiated 
in! ail the political (ecrets and private alliances of 
the Miniiler, had exprefled the opinion of a 
judicious and brave officer^ and of an upright and 
fiocere patriot ; and he then expr^flisd his readi* 
ntb to attempt the execution of -the plan which 
ills judgment dire&ed him to propofe for the good 
and honour of his country. Hk fervices were 
then accepted ; and were to be called for when 
the better judgment of the Minifter fhouM point 
out the favourable moment of fuccefs. Difpatch 
in execution favoured too much of republican 
fcnergf ; cautious progreffion was the true mod< 
of enfurisg efied to prudent meafures : the Fabian 
fyRetn could alone counterad that of anarchy and 
confufion* Vkus bomo nobis iupffando r^iiaii rem* 
However, after much confultation, infinite reluc- 
tance and fotoe preparation^ it was publicly re» 
folved upon to fend out an expedition under Lord 
Moira to the interior of France by the avenue c^ 
St. Maine's, which was to be immediately at- 
tacked and taken ; he was to have with him lOjOOO 
Britxlb «nd 6000 Hcffian troops. 

The 
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The accounts which were in this month pubi 
1 iftied by the National Convention were very un- 
favourable to the cauie of the Rbyalifts. But a^ 
AC credit was to be given to this horde of liars and 
aflaffins^ it might have been an additional induce- 
ment to their enemies, to aGt upon the contrary 
iuppoiition of their fuccefs. Although fome of . 
their accounts have certatnfy been exaggerated, 
yet unfortunately for this country, too much truth 
of our fufFerings and difgraces and of their own 
fuccefs has been firft announced from their Aflem- 
bly. From hence we learnt therondernnation by 
ftie Revolutionary Tribuiud, ^hd the execmion of 
Briflbt and his Whole party in thirty-feven mihotes, 
which fufSced to ftrike off the heads of Ihefe cri- 
minals, and to dig a grave iox fcederdifm ; this was 
the crime for which they were condemned ; and that 
the infamous monfter' of bafenefs and iniquity 
Egalite fuffercd fome days after- for the fame 
caufe ; that the Republicans had difcovered 4nd 
defeated a plot for delivering up StraA)UTg to the 
combined forces $ and that aft^r having execbted 
feveral hundreds for being concerned in it, fhey 
had raifed the iiege of Landau, and gained very 
(ignal advantages over the copibined armies df 
(he Rhini?« 
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Louis XVIL.—PA?/ of Strajburg difcovered-^Ai- 
tempt to entangle Switsserland in the general Confe- 
deracy — America prejerves 'her neutrality — Turkijb 
Ambajfadar in London'^ Enumeration ef J^ationsl 
Misfortunes, 
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OTWITHSTANDING the many and 
important occaddns which called upon the ac« 
tention of Government in the feveral theatres 
of war, in which we arc unfortiinatejy engaged, 
the moft unrelenting fpirit of proftcuting every 
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ftxcrtion at home to procure a Padlamcntary Re« 
form was kept up and enforced by examples 
of unprecedented rigout. This favourite objcdk 
feems to have been lately purfued with more regu- 
larity and perfeverancc by its advocates in Scot- 
land, than in any other part of the Britifti Em- 
pire. Mr. Muir was the firft perfon found guilty 
of fedition for the part he had taken at different 
.meetings convened for the purpofe of bringing, 
about this reform : he was fentenced by the Court 
to h tranfported beyond the feas to Juch place as his 
Majefty with the advice of bis Privy Council Jhould 
judge proper^ for the /pace (f fourteen' yearsk Mr* 
Palmer was alfo condemned to be tranfported for 
fcven years, for a fimilar offence. The feverity of 
thefe fentences, which it is to be prefumed were 
intended to deter people from purfuing the fame 
object, did not produce , the effeft which was in-^ 
tended or expeded. Mn Muir was conveyed in 
the dead of the night on board a King^s (hip in 
Leith. Roads. Mod of the focieties in that part of 
Uie Kingdom immediately published declarations 
of their refQlutions to perfevere in their peaceable 
endeavours to procure a reform of the abufes of 
>vhich they complained* The amiable qualities 
of tUe individuals who were condemned, excited 
2^ general fympathy for their fufFerings ; and the 
general predilediion for the opinions upon Parlia- 
mentary Reform^ to which they wejre looked upon 
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as martyrs, provoked difcuflions upon the very 
(^ueftion. Meffrs. Muir and Palmer have been 
Gymt time conBned in chains with the common 
felons on board the hulks at Woolwich, 

An attempt was made in a mod extraordinary 
manner to draw Mr. Hamilton Rowan of Ireland 
into a like fentcnce : he had fcarcely arrived at 
Edinburgh when he was appreliended as a fedi- 
Mpus perfon and taken before the Sheriff, where he 
underwent a very minute and inquifitorial exami- 
^ nation. The petition of the Procurator Fifcal to 
the Sheriff for the warrant to arreft him, fet forth 
that meetings had been called and holden in that 
country for the avowed purpofe of overturning 
the Conftitution, and that Mr. H. Rowan, being 
Secretary of the United Irifhmen in Dublin, bad 
fent over an addrefs from them to the perfons 
ftyling themfelves the Convention of the Friends 
of the Pieople in Scotland, and this with a wicked 
and malevolent intention of forwarding the mofi 
feditious purpofes. Nothing feditious being prov- 
ed againft Mr. H. Rowan, he was difmilfed upon 
giving bail to the amount of 3,000 merks. 

The acquittal of Mr. H. Rowan put a flop for 
fome (hort time to the frequency of accufations 
and informations in Scotland againft perfons for 
being friends and well-wifhers to a Parliamentary 
Reform. In England howevef the fpirit of in- 
formation and profecution which had been* blown- 
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into Rich an unconftitutional flame ' by • Mr. 
Reeve's aflbciators, received, a rftoft powerful and 
timely check in the good fenfe, uprightnefs and 
firmnefe of an Englilh Jury. The Attorney Ge- 
neral had filed an information againft Mr. Lam- 
bert and others for printing and publiftiing a fe- 
ditious libel in the Morning Chronicle; which 
confifted of a'bare infertion without any comment 
of the proceedings and refokitions of a fociety for 
political information holden at Derby in July 1 792. 
After a trial of many hdurs the Jury at feven o'clock 
in the evening went to Lord Kenyon^s houfc 
Ivith a fpecial verdid Guilty cf publijhingy but with 
no malicious intent. His Lordlhip telling them 
that he could not record this verdidt, the Jury 

* 

withdrew, and at five o'clock in the morning re- 
turned with a general verdidt Not guilty. It is faid 
that Mr. Reeves the aflbciator was a very anxi^ 
ous attendant upon this trial, and was heard in 
court to have declared, that no defeat of the com- 
bined armies, no lofs of fleets could be fo prejudi- 
cial to the fyftem of this aflbciation, as the acquittal 
of the defendants. This wasthefirfl: profecution ever 
brought againft the proprietors of this inftrudtive, 

* It IS impoifible to fpeak in too flattering terms of the fenfi- 
ble, eloquent and conftitutional fpeech which Mr. Erfkine made 
on the 2 2d of laft Janufiry, at the Meeting of the Frietfds to 
the Liberty of the Prcfs, when they met to proteft againft Mr. 
Reeves's and fuch Aflbciations for the general purpofe of infor- 
mation and profecution. 
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karned and truly conftitmional newfpaper fiace 
its firfl inftitution« 

A very numerous aflbciation met at Edinburgh 
who ftylcd themfelves a Convention of Delegates 
for obtaining Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Parli- 
aments : many perfons of great re{pe&ability be* 
longed to it : after feveral meetings in different 
places in that city Meffrs. Gerald, Margaret, Sin- 
clair, Calander, Rofs Sen. and Jun. Skirvin and 
Brown, Members of this Conventioa from different 
focicties in England and Scotland for obtaining a 
reform of the reprefentation in Parliament, were 
taken into cuftody by order of the- Sheriff, and 
carried before him to be examined. This was the 
firfl: fociety that hjad declared its principle of the 
fpecific mode of reform which they aimed at: 
they rather difpleafed fome well- withers to the 
general caufe of reform by affecting an imitation 
of the French Convention in their title and in 
their mode of addrefling each other in their 
meetings by the appellation of ciiizen. Thefe 
circumflances, though trivial in themfelves and 
not infringing any laws of the land, might per- 
haps with more prudence and policy have been 
omitted. They appear to have been adopted by 
,men in the moment of irritation at being foiled 
in a variety of legal attempts to bring their griev- 
ances under the confideration of Parliament ; in 
order taattrad attention by circumflances alto- 
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gether new, though in thcmfclvcs innocent and 
legal. It befpeaics, particularly in the cool and 
wary charadler of the Scotch, a firm and unfliaken 
determination to perfev^re againft every poffiMe 
prejudice in their legal and conftitutional efforts 
to procure a reform in the repfefentation of the 
people in Parliament. 

In the long dearth of joyful tidings the feelings 
of the good people of the metropolis were gratified 
by the tinaccuftomed found of the Park and Tower 
guns CO announce to them, not the defeat of the 
French army nor the capture of their fleet, nor 
the fuccefs of Lord Moira*s expedition, but the 
fending of fome hundred men on. the now defo^ 
lated Ifland of St. Domingo. The fort of St. Ni- 
cholai, which was poflcffed by the Royjalift party 
who were too weak to keep it, had furrendercd 
it up in the name of Louis XVII to a detach^* 
mcnt of Britilh troops from Jam^iica. Jercmie, 
which w^s called the key of the Ifland, had fol* 
lowed the example* 

Thedoftrine of Ti'ufts was not equally under* 
fiooc) by the Germans as by tis : our late avowal 
that indemnification was an ohjed for Continuing 
the war (it could not have been our objedl in 
Commencing it) throws indeed fome light upon 
the fubjeft j for the fure means of indemnification 
are to poflcfs the property, out of which the reim- 
feurfement is to arifc. The city of Scraiburg offered 
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fo fubmit in this manner to General Wurmfer ; 
^ut he not underftancjing thp fineffe of the fyftcm 
fooli(hly declined entering upon this condition^ 
and gave the citizens (ixdays to propofe other co«- 
ditionfi : in this interval 45,000 republican troops 
arrived, the plot was difcovered, and avenged 'm 
the bell blood of Alfacc. 

Our negociating Miniller was indefatigable in 
bis effi>rts to ilrengthen the confederacy againft the 
enemy which had hitherto baffled every eflfort aqd 
exertion againft them. Lord Robert Fitzgerald 
.was direfted to perfuade or intimidate the Swifs 
Cantons out of their neutrality ; but hitherto the 
attempt has proved unfuccefsfuL The prudence 
and firmne(s of the American States have hitherto 
kept them from entering into an alliance with 
France, as well as induced them to rpGft the at- 
tempts of our Cabinet to draw them out of their 
neutrality. To complete in fliort the fyftem of 
a general confederacy of all the powers of Europe, 
we are gratified by the new and unprecedented 
fight of a Turfcifh AmbaflSidor in London. This 
preference of the Divan to our court we hope is, 
grounded in fome treaty beneficial to the com-j 
mercial interefts o( the country : but as. every frefli 
confederate in this fatal combination againft France 
19 an additional winding to the labyrinth, no well- 
wiflier to his country can hope to fee the crufadc 
embellilhed by ^hp Ottoman Crefcent. . 

The 
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The firft year of this difaftrbus arid cilSrriitduS 
warfare is now dofed. Tlie enormous price of 
the dearly bought experience is the lead of thft 
«vils we have to larheAr. The foul fickens at> 
every view that prefenrs itfelf. Never did a fyftem 
of meafures pronounce fo hai^fti, fo lanientable a- 
condemnation of the advifers. Well indeed fnay^ 
Britain weep at the cataftrophe. 

The dcfencelefs and abandoned Royalifts every 
where vanquilhed anc( butchered : mowed down at 
Lyons froni one hundred and forty to twenty-five 
thoufand fouls : unable to gain thefea-rfiore diher 
to be fuccoured or tranfported : frefli accounts of un- 
armed multitudes of twenty thouland^butchei'ed in 
cold blood : Earl Moira's expedition dropt, from 
conviftion of the improbability of itsfucceeding a-- 
^ainft the adivity and energy of the enemy. Toii*-' 
lofi difgracefulfy abandoned, before wjtheffes firdni 
every nation in Europe, with the piteous boaft of 

V having left the arfenals and fhips in flames, and the^ 

V immanly regret of our impotence to extend thre de- 
vaftation. The armies of the Rhine diiveh back 
with unheard of flaughte'r, travirling with giant 
ftrides the ground which by inthes they had gain- 

' ed and drenched with thp blood of melancholy 
viftory. An enraged enemy glutting their infa- 
tiable vengeance in the blood of their r^^/ country- 
men immolated to the menacing pride and cruel- 
tie;.; of an inefficient foederacy of crowned heads 
• ' B b 4 m 
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in the caufe of Royalty. At home credit on tho 
wane ; bankruptcies innumerable ; manufaAurea: 
U a ftand ; the poor out of work ; the middle 
clafles ilaggering under the preffure of cxifting 
Hnd threatened with an accumulation of frefh taxes ; 
the rich foured at the enormity of their prelent 
ppiyments to the State, and forced by the fympathy 
pf human nature to the daily increafing contribu^ 
tions to their own poor ag we|l as the numerous 
diftrefied emigrants from Francei whofe e^dle we 
have hitherto foftened, but whofe return we have 
rendered defperate. No profped of fuccefs ; no 
advantage feen in itifobtamed- The profperity 
qf the nation vanished, its happinefs deflroyedj 
its wel&re endangered. Some frighted into dijf* 
content and difmay by the boundlefs profped.of 
e3(ifting miferies; others foured and irritated at 
the calumiiy of (edition and treafon : many fearing 
the propagation and prevalence of French princi- 
ples : more dreading the energy of French arms, j 
and the fedupii^ examples of French fuccefles : 
all bewailing paft lofles at^d misfdrtunes: none 
catchiqg a rSry of future conquef^ ; all groaniag 
ivider the throbbing pangjs of national diflrefles 
and calamities ; except thofe who by thtir/eajm^, * 
flfile conviSions have fecyred to themfelyes hor 
nours, preferments and wealth from thecontinu-. 
i^nce and extension of their country's wretchednefs* 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXIC, 
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CONCLUSION. 

JL HOUGH fuch be the gloomy fituktion ci 
public affairs, we rhuft not encouxage the dc- 
fpondcncy which it istoolikci)^ to excite. Wc 
have faithfully detailed the events which havo 
led to it, and we think it is impoffible to over- 
look ' the principle to which thofe events are aC' 
cribable- The charafter of the public mind may 
in general be coUefted from pubKc meafures : if 
it be tainted with prejudice, it will be found fa- 
vourable to meafures unfound in their principle 
and ruinous in their tendency. When thtf power- 
ful coaviftions of the public jiidgment are mad«* 
to yield to the influence of an infididus eloqueiice^ 
or render^ fubfef vient to the projects of a ^ta« 
^iavelian fyftem, it becomes incompetent to- the 
duty of watching over the public interefls, it ii* 
aeither difpofed nor capable of fuggefting the* 
meafures of found policy, and is -often too deeply; 
imerefted in the fuccefsofthe Wofftof-ttieafures 

t« 
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to rcftraiii their adoption or to avert their confe- 
qacnces. The vice of the principle is fuddenly 
felt in the calamities with which it is attended. 
In vain can we hope relief from the evils we now 
feel, or fecurity from their increafe, but by calm- 
ly and difpaflionately inveiligating the caufes 
which have led -tO'-tfeem; -fcct us individual- 
ly endeavour to eradicate from our minds thofc 
opinions which we may have allovyed to acquire a 
growth that overfhadows the diAates of unbiaf- 
fed truth and juClice, Let us each- individually 
conlidcr. whether we have not allewed our im- 
spcdiatc.and pArticuJar intereils to infiuenos our 
public con(lu(9:, and v^ith a view to gi* temporary 
a4vaBtage to ourfelves^ given our fanftion to 
meaCures, which unlefs tim^lf checked may put 
Ja hazard thoie bleffings which a Conftitution 
feuhded like the Conftituiian, of England, not on 
the vifions of a heated or dift^mpcrcd imagina- 
U0I3', but on principles which unchecked in their 
operation by the arm of vi<:^ence or mifreprefen-t 
tttioM pf calumny rnufk nec^flarlly produce. .Let 
HS9 fpurning the feditious opinions of a Paine, 
^Lpd rejggrdlefs of the brilliant eloquence of a 
%X¥ke, look at o^t Conftitntion as \Ve>ecdv«d it 
fjrpm our ancdlors. Let us with minds flfrongly 
impreflfed with the hiftory of thofe times, whicU 
give to our country the illuftrious fataily which 
riqw gracw the tl^rone, depidc wk^tbcr the pre- 
rogative 
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rogatives iilqtied our Monarch ]by the Conftitiv 
tioo do or do not ezceed tbofe of the ancient 
monarchy of France ? Let U5 from the hiftory of 
thofe day^ which defined the rights and duties 
of a Hoirfe. of Commons colled, whether inde^ 
pendepce pf • charader and integrity of principici 
be an eifentia}, or a departure from its original 
i^ditu^ion j, and when we (hall have traced -ivf 
the wifdom which direded^ and in the firmner& 
vy^hich cfFeded the Revolution, that line of de-s 
i|>^rcation which feparatcs prerogative from prit^- 
yilegc, let us endeavour to afcprutn the motives 
which could induce, and the nature of the policy, 
which cojLild encourage doftrine;, that traduce the 
c)iarader. and betray the real interefts of our Con- 
(titution. Viewed in its genuine form» it itrikee bjf 
its majefty, and charms with its fimplicity^ It be^s. 
not the terror of indefinite prerogative, nor alarms 
by the indulgencq of unreftrai^ed privilege^ Tl^e. 
knowledge of its princiglps are the feeds of public 
order and tranquillity. It is but from the traduc-* 
tion of itsgeaius aqd fpirit, ^hat danger aux be 
apprehended. True to its principles, internal dif- 
f^nfion could. never difturb us^ external violence 
niight in vain alSail us* Whether this monur 
Oient, the work of ages, has nOt of late been de- 
fused by the opinions of perfons in fituations toQ 
commanding^ of attention not to give force and 
C2ftent tq their fentimemsjj is a point of enquiry 
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in which every individual is deeply concerned. 
Whether thofe opinions were the refult of a ma- 
lignant intent or the effefts of an impcrfeft know- 
ledge of the fubjeft, however the difference of 
motive may weigh in the fcale of morality, it has 
not I am afraid in any degree varied the political 
confequences. Affirming that the Conftitution of 
England has prefcribed boundaries to the preroga- 
tive, we rejed as afperfion, if not as fedition,thc doc- 
trine which afferts that thofe boundaries have been 
paflfed. Affirming that an independent Houfe of 
Commons does' make a part of the Britifh Conftitu- 
tion, we rejeft as calumny the opinions which main- 
tain the contrary. But when we rejeft fuch doftrines 
as unconftitutlonal, we cannot feel ourfelves wholly 
indifferent to any n^ark of public attention confer- 
red^on thofe who have maintained or favoured 
themj for in the confequences of that attention 
wc trace the principle of no fmdl portion of the 
exifting difcontent. To difpel the gloom which 
obfcuresthe public judgment, the ftrOngeft lights 
of tnith and reafon are neceffary. Such lights arc 
not to be expedled from thofe who have wilfully 
favoured the delufion; Under thefe circumftances 
it were a want of gratitude to the individual, it 
were a want of regard for the public intereft, to 
overlook that manly intrepidity, which in the 
hour x)f the moft formidable and accumulated 
prejudice ftood bet\vcen the country and the agi- 
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tation and alarm under which it aded. When the 
language of perfonal invedive was fubftitutcd foe 
fair difcu(Iion> when the ftrongeft perfonal provo- 
cation might have drawn the individual from the 
vindication of the Conilitution to the vindication 
of his own charader and conduft, we found Mr. 
Fox difregarding every danger, but that which 
might affedt the Conftitution pf his Country, 
flating, illuftrating and vindicating its principles 
with a force of eloquence which nothing but a 
genuine fenfe of its value could have infpircd* 
When malice would paint him hoftile to the 
Government of his country, his defence were in- 
ftruftionsfor rendering that Government imper- 
vious to all alTaults. Difdaining the advantage 
which he might have derived from the ruin of a 
rival ftatefman, we found him anxious to avert 
that very mifchief which would alone infure it. 
Charged with enmity to our Conftitutiop, he vin- 
dicated its perfedions : charged with the ambitious 
views of difplacing his rival, he inftrufted him in 
thofe leiTons which could alone render him worthy 
to retain his (ituation. Converfant with the various 
refources of his country, and its general attachment 
to the Conftitution^ he Cjxecrated the policy which 
gave ground to our enemies to confider us a 
divided people,, and reprobated the meafures which 
tended to divide us. A ileady adherence to the 

Rights 
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Rights of Nations is at all times (bmrtbing ttiore 
than a duty ; k is the foundeft policy ; it gives 
luftre to faccefs, and dignity to advcrfity. He 
ftrenuouflyoppofed that poKcy which renders juftice 
pliant to the indefinite variety of human events. 
His purfuits in Irfe had not led him to ftudy our 
Pewil Code in its minute detail ; his mind however 
wus toa curious in its general refearches to have 
overlooked its principles, vihich involved the lives 
and liberties of his fellow-fubjeds. On a queftion 
of widening the Criminal Code, we fonnd him illuf- 
trating the policy of our anceftors in Amplifying 
the Law of Treafon with a power which the mod' 
Jearned and iicute of his opponents found irrefifti- 
ble. His oppofition to a war for procuring objeds 
which were attainable by negociation is well 
known ; and we now feverely feel the confeqnen- 
ces of rejcfting as the language of fadion the dic- 
tates of found JLidgnaent and pure patriotifm. In 
vain was the neccffity aggravated in defcription; 
in vain did eloquence attempt to miflead his 
judgment by faftening on his paflions ; no art could 
conceal from him the real intereftsof his country: 
he favv them diftinftly through the hazy mift of 
prejudice and pafiion ; and heftated prophetically 
the cffeft? of departing frcim that fyftem of neu- 
trality which would at once have fecured and im- 
jproved the^i. Whilft faffions inftruEtid reaforiy he 
• z was 
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though lamentiagthc event of the comefti.we fouodr. 
him anxious to avert the accomplKhment of bis 
predidions. With the voice of puiriotifm he ex- 
hotted thofc who had the conduft of the war ^to 
clifplay the greatncfs and enetgy of their country 
in the wifdom and vigour of condufting it. Here 
we will paufe. Though few may confider tbem- 
felves competent to decide upon the neceffity of 
the war, no man feels himfelf incompetent to pro* 
nounce upon the effeds of it. The (Irength of 
Great Briuin is known but by the preffure of the 
occafion ; to be effeftive, it muft be diredted by 
the wifdom and enforced by the vigour of the; 
great ftatefman, who rejcding the little policy of 
roifguiding the public opinion by dint of power, 
afts upon the broadcft principle of national policy 
and univcrfal juftice. If the national ftrength have 
not hitherto been fo affifted, we cannot indeed 
pronounce upon its fufficiency to the purpofes of 
the war ; but we may venture to pronounce upon 
the expediency of entrufting its diredion to other 
management. If it have been fo affifted, it is 
infufficient for the purpofes of the war ; and as an 
honourable peace can fcarcely be cxpeded to be- 
obtained through the medium of a Miniftry which 
has raifed more enemies againft it by the virulence 
of djJclaroation than it has O.ibdued by the force of 

arms. 
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^it^cian : the medium of a Miniftry which c^ii 
dtfjpaffidnately weigh the preteofions of independ^ 
eat States^ and draw the line neceflary to the fecuric/ 
of the intcrcfts of their country without infringing 
die rights of other powers; a Miniftry which 
can raider the ftrength of Great Britain fulEcient 
to the vindication of its claims» without forcing 
other States into her quarrel by abandoning the 
general rights of national intercourfe. A Minifler 
impreffed with the important truths that for the 
meafures which neceflity creates the author of 
the neceflity is refponfible, trufts not to the op- 
portunity of revoking or retracing at a fu- 
ture period the ill-digefted decifions of the pre- 
fent ; but^ feeling for the national chara£ter^ ex* 
amines each meafure in its principle, and views 
it in its/ probable confequences. When he ap- 
proaches his Sovereign for his fanftion, he does 
it with at leaft a deliberate conviftion, that it is a 
meafure worthy his juftice and dignity to adopt* 
Such a Miniftry might even in our prefent critical 
fituatiqn difpofe France to fue for peace : but 
ihould the decline the bleffing fo defirable to hu- 
manity, well might Ihe under fuch aufpices look 
forward with confidence to a fyftem of mea- 
fures wl:ich, giving to the energies of our coun^ 
iry their due direftion, would fecure to then* 
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their full force and aperatic^u Such a Miniftry, 
fpurning the wretched and paltry but infinitely 
mifchievous policy which '• feeds illiberal prcju* 
dice» breaks up the confidence of focial fife and 
rejeds the advantage which flows from the free- 
dom of political inveftigation, would encourage 
nay folicit the candid difcuflion of its meafures. 
Separating its own claims to refpeft from thofe 
of the Conftitution^ it would not brand as dif- 
afiedion to their country, what was merely 
oppofition to themfelves. The people of Eng- 
land love and cherifh their Conftitution : it may 
fuffer by an overzeal, but it will never be in- 
jured by perfidy. It is the key-ftone of our 
national flrength ; our pride in the hour of pro- 
fperity ; our confolation and rallying point under 
every prefllire of adverfity. A Miniftry well 
yerfed in its principles and difpofed to allow to 
thofe principles their due operation would never 
experience the neceffity of founding the alarm of 
its danger ; an almoft inftindtive perception of the 
approach of danger would place millions betwei^n 
the treafon and its perpetration. Such a Minif- 
try confident in the afTeftion of their fellow fub- 
jeds might command their united ftrength, which 
no longer palfied by the want of fuperior intelli- 
gence to diredt, would find itfelf engaged in mea- 
fures at once honourable to themfelves and fer- 

C c viceable 
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vijceiblc to tfacir country* T©^ dbtaiii (fafch i MI»?' 
niftry, prejudice muft yield to^ (ruthi di,%«LSiiMh»'' 
ate enquiry mufi fuperfede intemj^erate deeliodatH 
tion, and private intereft g<v« way to public cxi«- 
gcncy, ^X- 
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